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Same faces with the same posnlve news

BY JAMIE STOUT-SHIRKEY
OGEMAW Co. — Your source
for positive community news may
have changed names but the faces

and the legacy of the Ogemaw
County Voice newspaper continue
with the debut of the Ogemaw
County & Hale Area Superior
News.

With the recent passing of the
Ogemaw County Voice newspaper
owner/publisher, Grange Bell,
this past November, his business
associates were uncertain of how
they wanted to proceed with
providing superior news to the
community.

Bell’s partner and long-time
colleague, Kathy Collins, along
with another long-time business
associate, Nikki Szymkowski,
wanted to continue to provide
positive news while keeping the
Ogemaw County Voice's legacy
alive.

“They want us around — there
has been an outpouring of support

NIKKI

SZYMKOWSKI
from the community to keep it
going,” Collins said.

Since the inception of the
Ogemaw County Voice newspaper
in March of 2011, they have been
known for being a great source of
positive news, but also remained
very active and involved in the
community as well.

Originally, Bell and a former
business partner and Collins
entered into business together and
started the Ogemaw County Voice
because they wanted to produce a
publication which focused on all

KATHY COLLINS

the good things happening in
their community.

“There is just so much
negativity out there, yet so
many positive things and
unsung heroes — we wanted a
way to highlight those things
and those people,” Collins
said.

The Ogemaw County
Voice received praise and
recognition for their work in
spreading the good news of
the community as they were four-
time West Branch Area Chamber
of Commerce Outstanding
Business award-winners.

“We have worked so hard for
the past 13 years that we just
didn’t want to let it all go,” said
Nikki Szymkowski.

With the amount of experience
Collins and Szymkowski have not
only with the Ogemaw County
Voice, but in the newspaper
industry in general, they felt
joining forces and becoming

SUPERIOR continues on page 3 »

A winter storm on
Jan. 12 knocked out
power for thousands of
residents in Ogemaw
County. Hardest hit was
the Prescott area with 15
inches of snow. To show
its support, Consumers
Energy teamed up with
Kimmie’s Pub N Grub
of Skidway Lake to
offer a free breakfast to
local customers on Jan.
15.

Among those attending

Photo Michael Busch

Dan Johnson of Skidway Lake, Mills

the breakfast was 39-year Township Fire Department stopped in for

veteran firefighter, Dan
Johnson. “We lost power
for about 26 hours,” he said. Fire
crews in the county continued to
answer calls during the storm,
including a tree that had fallen on
a house. When asked if he was
tired, he replied humbly, “No,
I’m rested. It (the storm) taxed
our department, but as a team we
came together.”

breakfast.

Restaurant owner Kimmie
Bluemlein said the restaurant
lost power, but it was restored
before losing inventory. On
Jan. 13, the day after the storm,
Consumers Energy contacted her
about offering a free breakfast
to the community. She estimated
about 50 people came when the

CONSUMERS continues on page 10 »

Snowpocolypse 2024

Courtesy photo

Birdseye view of Rich Heavlin, of West Branch plowing through the “snowpocolypse” of Jan. 2024 where
some areas got up to 20 inches of snow in a 24-hour period.

Odds and Ends Resale

Photo by:Laura Bender
e

Store manager, Johnna Fox says, “Every time you visit you will find

something new.”

BY LAURA BENDER
A leather couch. A Mickey
Mouse phone. Jewelry, purses, a
milk can. An octagonal painting
of an extra-terrestrial. The aptly

ODDS AND ENDS continues on page 10 »
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WEST BRANCH COLLISION, INC.

Serving the area for over 43 years.
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Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist With Precision Collision Repair
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We accept all insurance! Call Gary at 989-345-7230 - www.westbranchcollision.com
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With everything changing daily, if not hourly, we would advise that you call ahead to be sure the event is still scheduled.

Ongoing
Mondays - Disabled American
Veterans and Auxiliary meet
the third Monday, 5 p.m. at the
VFW/American Legion Post
496 E. Houghton Ave. in West
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.

Mondays - Rose City Lions
Club meets the second and
fourth Monday, 6:30 p.m. at the
Log Cabin in the Rose City Park.
Call Ed 989-387-0609.

Mondays - (Second of each
month) Coalition of Hope

9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide
prevention, intervention and
postvention. Call 989-345-5571.

Monday - (Third of each month)
Ogemaw County Genealogical
and Historical Society 12:30
p-m. at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave.,
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.

Tuesdays - Kiwanis Club of
West Branch meets at noon at
China Inn, 601 W. Houghton
Ave. in West Branch. Call 989-
345-0978.

Tuesdays - Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.,
April through November, except
August. Meet at the Rose City
Lions Club Cabin. Call Cathy
989-345-5659.

Tuesdays - T.O.P.S. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) weigh in at
1-1:30 p.m., meeting starts at

1:30-2 p.m. Ogemaw Hills Free
Clinic, 2106 S. Gray Rd. in West
Branch. Call Robin 989-343-
0592.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Creative Arts
Association meeting, 7 p.m.
located at 124 N. Fourth St. in
West Branch. Call 989-345-1451.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants Association meeting,

6 p.m. Held at the West Branch
City Police Department. Call
989-345-5226.

Tuesdays - (Second of each
month) Christian Motorcycle
Association 6 p.m. for food
and fellowship, 7 p.m. business
meeting at G’s Pizzeria, 200 W.
Houghton Ave. in West Branch.
Call Gary 989-343-9876.

Tuesdays - (Fourth of each
month) Rifle River Quilt Guild
9:30 a.m. at the K of C Hall, 601
Columbus Dr. in West Branch.
The meeting will be followed by
a Show and Tell, mini-classes,
quilting tips, demos and time to
sew. Bring your sewing machine,
a project and your lunch. Any
level of quilter is welcome. Call
Diane 989-345-7206.

Tuesdays - (First and third of
each month) Cardinal Opti-
mist Club of Skidway Lake.
First Tuesday 6 p.m. at the St.
Stephens Catholic Church Hall,

2811 E. Greenwood Rd. in Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 6 p.m.
at Café International, 4761 Sage
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet
989-387-2640.

Tuesdays - (Second of each
month) Survivors of Suicide
Support Group 6:30 p.m. Call
Vicki 989-510-0911 or info@
coalitionofhope.net for location.
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline 800-273-8255 or text
741741.

Tuesdays - (Fourth of each
month) Ogemaw County Demo-
cratic Party meeting 5 p.m. at
Buccilli’s Pizza in downtown
West Branch. Call Ken 989-345-
1066.

Tuesdays - ( Fourth of each
month) Ogemaw County
Republican Party meeting 5:30
p-m. at G’s Pizzeria in downtown
West Branch. Call Kristine 989-
343-5120.

Tuesday - (Last of each month)
Diabetes Support Group 1-2
p-m. Medical Arts Center, diabe-
tes education conference room.
Call 989-343-3276.

Wednesdays - West Branch
Area Business and Professional
Women’s Organization meets
the second Wednesday of the
month at 5:30 p.m. Different
locations each month. Call 989-
745-4067 for information.

Wednesdays - (First of each

DeeDee Brinkman

- -\
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Deanna Surbrook
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Jamie Stout-Shirkey

Michael Busch

Lois Bergquist

month) Veterans coffee hour
9-10 a.m. Held at the Ogemaw
County Commission on Aging,
1528 S. M-33 in West Branch.
Call 989-345-3010.

Wednesdays - (First and third)
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m.
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Han-
sen Rd. in West Branch. Open
to the entire community. Call
989-345-5440.

Thursdays - (First and third of
each month) Newborn Parent
Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch
in the executive dining room.
Call 800-999-3199.

Thursdays - Northern Blend
Sweet Adelines meets every
week 7 p.m. at Logan Township
Hall, 4507 E. M-55, Prescott.
Call Ellen 989-345-0978.

Thursdays - (Second and
fourth) Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knit-
ting, needlework, and friendship.
Whatever you craft. Ogemaw
Commission on Aging, 1528 S.
M-33 in West Branch. Call Alicia
989-345-3010, ext. 201.

Thursdays - (Third of each
month) Rose City/Lupton
Chamber of Commerce meets
at 6:30 p.m. at the Rose City
Council Chambers. Call Carl
989-473-3268.

Thursdays - Optimist Club of
West Branch meets at 7 a.m.
at the Loggers Depot in West

Branch. Call 989-942-6608.

Thursdays - The Ogemaw
County Fair board meets the
first Thursday of each month in
the main building at the fair-
grounds. Call 989-345-5393.

February

1 - First United Methodist
Church Dinner and silent
auction at 6 p.m. 2490 W. State
Road, West Branch. Proceeds to
benefit GAP Kids Camp.

4 - Rose City Snow Box Derby
at Cleveland Park. Registration

is Noon to 1 p.m. Racing starts

at 1 p.m. For more information
contact Richard Dooley, 989-685-
3083.

March

16 - West Branch Optimist 15th
Annual Camel Races. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. Post time 6:30
p-m. Hors doeuvres, desserts
and set-ups - BYOB. For more
information contact Chuck at
989-942-6608.

April
20 - West Branch Area Chamber
of Commerce Winter Ball at
the Knights of Columbus Hall.
Networking 5:30 Dinner 7 p.m.
For more information contact
Heather at 989-2821.

To place your event in the
Community Happenings,
email information to
kathy@superior-news.com

God is love

“No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—Romans 8:37-39 NIV

God is love. And He loves us all no
matter where we are in life. God’s
love is unconditional. God's love is
without limit. God loves us so much
and his love is so deep that nothing
can change his love or stop him from
loving us.

God loves us in all seasons of

life. God loves us every second of
everyday. God loves us. God’s love
is permanent. God’s love can never
fade away.

God loves us and because of his love
he cares for us. God Himself his love.
God is full of love.

When | am waking up it's God loving
me, God loves me in every situation
and his love is always present in our
lives. Even when | am not feeling
well, his love is still there and yes

| am not feeling well but that does
not stop God from loving me, God
does not want me to be in pain but
his love is present to heal me of the
pain. When | feel disappointed God
loves me.

When | have failed God loves me. We
need to start believing and accepting
that God is love and he loves us
deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

FAITH &A\WORSHIP

First United Methodist Church
2490 W. State Rd., West Branch, Ml 43661

989-345-0210
Rev. Michelle Forsyth

reverendmichelleforsyth@gmail.com
Organist: Carol Lockhart
www.westbranchfumc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Churchill United

Methodist Church
501 E. State Rd.

(corner of State and Morrison roads)
989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.
Rev. Helen Alford

235 Minzer Ct. « West Branch
989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. * Youth Group - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. * Awana - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor Tom Teall * Youth Pastor Josh Pierce
www.chcwb.org

Edward’s Community
Church
4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227
Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)
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business partners was the way to
keep the positive news flowing.

Szymkowski began her career
in the graphics arts industry
in 1986 and had been working
behind the scenes of the Ogemaw
County Voice since 2011 with
building advertisements and
pagination, she said.

Collins began working in the
industry in 1995 in marketing and
advertisement sales.

For the Ogemaw County Voice,
Collins expanded her repertoire
and dabbled in editorial while also
managing the sales and marketing
for the publication.

“Nikki and I have always
worked well together, and we both
really wanted to keep this going,”
Collins said.

“We know what we are doing —
we definitely have the experience
in the newspaper industry,”
Szymkowski said.

The final issue of the Ogemaw
County Voice hit the newstands
on Dec. 22 and was a record
publication at 72 pages, which
included a 44-page special section
for the 100™ Anniversary of the
West Branch Area Chamber of
Commerce.

It was very bittersweet for
Collins as she and Bell had been
working on the section for several
months prior to his passing.

“Grange would be so proud of
us for starting this and finishing
off the way we did,” Collins said.

While the Ogemaw County
Voice name was laid to rest with
former publisher Grange Bell, the
Ogemaw County & Hale Area

SOgemaw County & Hale Area

UPERIO

Your source for positive community news

Superior News will continue the
legacy as your source for positive
community news.

The new publication name and
logo has two separate, but very
special meanings.

“Everyone always said we were
the “good news” paper — and
we are — we are superior, but
also Grange and I had a strong
connection with Lake Superior
— so0 it was meant to be this,”
Collins said.

While some things may change
a little, there are many elements
to the positive newspaper that
will remain the same, said
Szymkowski.

The Ogemaw County & Hale
Area Superior News will continue
the historical special section, but
now refer to it as “Yesteryears”
as well as the former Healthy,
Wealthy & Wise section will
continue as “Lifestyles.” Each
of these special sections will
be published with the Ogemaw
County & Hale Area Superior
News every other month, opposite
of each other, Collins said.

Also, the Ogemaw County Voice
team is on-board with the change
and will remain working with the
publication, she said.

In the future, they are also
planning to add more special
sections and pages as well as be
more active with social media,

[ YEWS

Szymkowski said.

For the time being, the
newspaper and business will
be operated remotely with the
possibility of having an office
space in the future.

Collins will operate the
publishing, sales and marketing,
while Szymkowski will take care
of the administrative, billing, ad
design and web design.

Ogemaw County & Hale Area
Superior News will be published
the second and fourth Saturday of
each month just as the Ogemaw
County Voice was previously.

Please check out the new
Facebook page by searching
‘Superior News’ and/or the
website at www.Superior-News.
com.

For more information about
marketing/sales, feature ideas,
circulation, and new subscriptions,
contact Kathy Collins at 989-450-
6163 or kathy@superior-news.
com. For information regarding
any administrative or billing
related issues please contact Nikki
Szymkowski at 989-745-2421 or
nikki@superior-news.com.

It is the goal of the Ogemaw
County & Hale Area Superior
News to remain your source for
positive community news.

“I just know that Grange is so
happy that we are continuing on
with this,” Collins said.

Tax Reform impacts
virtually everyone this year.
Let's see what it means for you.

HWLLLI00000 7000000000/

Tax Prep Checklist

Bring these items to your tax appointment to help ensure you get every dollar you deserve.

Personal
Information

Income/
Investments/
Retirement

H&R
BLOCK

306 Houghton Ave.

Kiwanis - Salvation Army

BY LAURA BENDER

“We are so proud of
our community,” said
Kiwanis president, Mike
Pugh. “Because of their
giving hearts, we are
making a record donation A
to the Salvation Army.”

For 24 years, the
Kiwanis Club of West
Branch has coordinated
the volunteers who
man the red kettles
in front of Walmart. This year,

415 volunteers, representing 35
community groups, rang the bell
for a total of 264 hours over 22
days. The result? On Tuesday,
Jan. 16, the Kiwanis Club of West
Branch presented a check to the
Salvation Army for $47,200.

As Ellen Pugh, who coordinated
this year’s drive, handed the
check to Salvation Army Service
Extension Director Matthew
Rowland, she said, “This was our
biggest fundraiser ever. So many
people wanted to get on the bell
ringing schedule, including some
of the clients Salvation Army
assisted during the year. I even
had a few folks from neighboring
counties who volunteered.”

All money raised stays in
Ogemaw County to help folks in
need keep heat and light in their
homes, afford transportation to
medical appointments and work,
and get emergency shelter. Last
year, Salvation Army volunteer
caseworkers in West Branch and
Rose City provided 285 low-
income households, or a total of
571 individuals, with $96,591

[]SSN or ITIN, full names and birth dates for everyone included on your return
] Amount of alimony paid and ex-spouse’s Social Security number
] Childcare records (including the provider’s ID number) if applicable

[JAll forms that say W-2, 1098, 1099, or Schedule K-1
[]Purchase date and total investment in any stocks sold
] Closing statements for any real estate purchased or sold
[] Expenses related to your investments

] Records of any contributions made to IRAs, other retirement plans, 529 plans or education savings accounts
] Records of other income and expenses (jury duty, gambling, alimony, etc.)
[[] Records of business income and expenses if you are an independent contractor, self-employed, or own rental real estate

Education

] Education scholarships and fellowships

MATTHEW ROWLAND AND ELLEN PUGH

in essential help. Additional
funding came from state sources
and Consumers Energy. In 2024,
Consumers will not be providing
funds, so donations are always
welcome to help bridge the gap.
Salvation Army representatives
in attendance at the Kiwanis
Club luncheon included Program
Director Laura Augenstein and
Regional Field Representative
Christine Jacobs, a West Branch
resident. Service Extension
Director Matthew Rowland, who
received the check, oversees their
work in 17 counties, including
Ogemaw, where there is no
physical Salvation Army presence.
He and Laura are based in Flint.
Kiwanis International is a
global organization of volunteers
dedicated to improving the world,
one child and one community
at a time. Kiwanis Club of West
Branch currently has 37 active
members. If you would like to
be part of their positive influence
in our community, visit Attps://
k02026.site.kiwanis.org/join-
kiwanis/ or https://'www.facebook.
com/groups/1415835202050122/

] Records of tuition and other higher education expenses, and Form 1098-T
] Student loan interest paid (Form 1098-E)

Itemized
Deductions

[]Form 1098

] Mortgage interest, real estate tax (if not reported on a 1098) and personal property tax records
] Prior year state/local income tax paid (see hrblock.com if you have sales tax

records for large purchases)

] Records of cash amounts donated to houses of worship, schools and
other charitable organizations

[] Records of non-cash charitable donations
] Records of miles driven for charitable purposes
] Records of any property lost or damaged due to natural disaster or theft

Healthcare

West Branch, Ml 48661

989-345-2350

[] Form 1095-A, if you enrolled in an insured plan through the Marketplace (Exchange)

] Marketplace exemption certificate if you applied for and received an exemption from the

Marketplace (Exchange)

] Form 1095-B or Form 1095-C, if you have insurance through a private plan or employer plan
[JHSA information (Forms 5498, 1099-SA) and receipts for medical expenses

ST/ I/ /00000000 0000000 0070070000000 000 0070000000007 0000 0000000000000 00700000000007
CUSTOMIZED CHECKLISTS ALSO AVAILABLE AT: HRBLOCK.COM
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Ogemaw County Historical Society

holds annual Christmas party

BY SALLY A. REA

On Dec. 12, 2023, from
5-7 p.m. held its Annual
Christmas Party the museum and
each member was to
bring a guest. It was well
attended.

As you entered the
museum’s porch you saw
the wonderful old sleigh

all joined in singing and one of
our guests, Randy Lynn, had a
beautiful voice which none of us
knew about.

Jan had a pleasant
surprise for all of us as
Santa came bouncing
down the stairs laughing
ho ho ho and proceeded
to tell all of us “The True

donated by Vern Mier all Meaning of Christmas.”
decorated with greenery He told the story of Mary
and lights. and Joseph and their

journey to Bethlehem
was made and how
Jesus was born in a
stable. Jesus is the Reason for

(.

Just inside the door
were our greeters for our
event, Perry and Lynne Goldy.

Jan Wilkinson
was our hostess
for this party and [§
Jan and her crew |}
did a sensational ’\
job of food
preparations,
three soups,
snacks and
desserts.

In the Music
Room Debbie
Williams
was playing
Christmas Carols
on her keyboard.
The members
and their guests

SALLY REA

the season of Christmas. Jesus

is why we celebrate his birthday
on Christmas Eve and has been
carried on for many years. Santa
did a great job and thank you Jan
for getting him.

The museum is now closed
and will reopen on April 6,
2024; howeyver, if you need
anything from the museum such
as research, books, Rada knives,
Mystic Michigan books, Driving
Tour books or things from our
gift shop, call me, Sally Rea, at
989-343-0177 and I will try to
help you.

:4my Winter was the winner of the q.uilt give- '
away which was donated by Kam Hutchins.

From the desk of Gail Hughey

Superintendent West Branch-Rose City Schools
Thank you School Board Members!

The key to a brighter future for
Michigan’s children is a strong
public education system. Every
day, students count on public
schools to help prepare
them for a successful
future. Whether they

extraordinary dedication to
public schools—our school board
members. These individuals
approach their volunteer work

ﬁ like it is a full-time job

and, for some, they value
their work on the board as
understand it or not, they ) y
count on adults across -‘i O é:

more important than their
the state ensuring they N

chosen profession.
have access to resources

Their job is to establish
a vision for the education

to help them learn, keep

their buildings safe and

GAIL HUGHEY program, design a
have qualified teachers to guide

structure to achieve
them. It takes a pure, unwavering

that vision, ensure schools are
. . accountable to the community and
commitment to a community to
make this all possible.

strongly advocate for continuous
improvement in student learning.
Yet, at the end of the day, the The job of a school board member
true superheroes contributing
to the success of our students

is tough, the hours long and the
are just ordinary citizens with

thanks few and far between. Too
often we’re quick to criticize

school board members without
really understanding the complex
nature of their decisions. We have
to remember to take time to thank
them for their untiring efforts.

The month of January marks
the observance of School Board
Recognition Month. This is an
opportunity to show our year-
round appreciation for these
servant leaders and begin to
better understand how local
trustees work together to prepare
today’s students to be tomorrow’s
leaders. We encourage you to
join with others throughout our
community, state and nation to
salute the individuals who provide
grassroots governance of public
schools.

4 . )
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Downtown West Branch remodel

BY PETER FABBRI

This year downtown West
Branch will get a makeover. A
major reconstruction is planned
that includes underground work
to replace aging utilities
and surface work
that will create a new
roadway, sidewalks,
and beautification to the
entire corridor starting
at Fairview Street and
extending west past
M-30.

Major improvements
to the core downtown
include expanding the
sidewalks, allowing outside food
service at some of the restaurants,
new lighting, trees, benches and
more. Pretty much everything will
be brand new.

It’s an exciting endeavor and
the end result will be a more
walkable, pleasant inviting
downtown. The work is slated
to begin in April and go into the
fall. The Michigan Department
of Transportation has had several
public meetings to share, discuss
and obtain input on the project.
The road through downtown will
be open to traffic throughout the
project and alternate detour routes
established.

Of course, with major work

PETER FABBRI

being done, there will be some
inconveniences but everything
possible is being done to mitigate
anything major. Access to the
business is being planned to
ensure the customers can
get into their favorite shops
and restaurants. Public
parking lots will not be
impacted.

The West Branch Area
Merchants Association
| has been meeting to
|| discuss things that they
can do to ensure customers
have easy access into
the businesses. Many
rural communities suffer major
business loss during projects so
the merchants are developing
novel strategies, marketing and
advertising to get the word out
that “We are Open for Business!”

Merchant events may be
modified this summer but others
are being planned with ideas of
having an “Orange Barrel Polka”
as an example. The Art Walk and
Wine Tasting event will go on as
planned in April and other events
are in the works.

When the dust settles West
Branch will be shiny and new.
Join us throughout the process
and continue to support your
favorite businesses. This is an
exciting time in West Branch.

KiW
CORNER

BY DENNY SHUMWAY

KIWANIS OF
WEST BRANCH

We want to thank everyone
that bought Gourmet Nuts this
year. The nuts sold fast. We
also thank all those that were
involved with football mania
as well. It was a great season
again this year with the Lions
in Playoffs for the Super Bowl.

The Kiwanis Club meets
at noon on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month
at the China Inn. Anyone
interested in learning about
our organization is welcome
to attend. If you would like to
be a guest speaker to show us
what you do, call Jolin at 989-
873-4532.

AKTION CLUB
OF WEST BRANCH

The Aktion Club continues
to collect bottles and cans. You
can call 315-725-1199 and
make arrangements for pick up
or drop off locations.

We are in the process of
making greeting cards, which
we will be selling at our bake

sale in February.

We support numerous
organizations in Ogemaw
County. Those with special
needs interested in joining
our club, come on the second
Wednesday of the month
at noon to the First United
Methodist Church on the corner
of Fairview and State Streets.

We are looking forward to
continuing to help others in
2024.

OGEMAW COUNTY
FOOD PANTRY

Looking for donations of
food or money to help us with
the influx of families. We had
over 115 families last month,
which continues to take a toll
on our finances. We will take
donations every Wednesday of
the mouth from 8:30 to 11 am.
Thank you for your assistance.
We are located in the garage
behind the Trinity Episcopal
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave.,
PO Box 543, West Branch. We
want to thank those that have
donated. If bad weather, call
ahead at 315-725-1199 to see if
we are open.

FOOD TRUCK
OF WEST BRANCH

The monthly Food Truck
held once a month also needs
your help. Our next truck is
coming on Jan. 19, 2024. They
need to raise money now to
keep the trucks coming. Please
sponsor a truck, Contact Lisa
Curnow at 989-345-0381.

Letter to the editor policy

The Superior News
encourages all readers to
submit letters to the editor
for possible publication.
Please limit letters to 200

words or less.

The author must include a
daytime phone number as they will

be contacted prior to publication.
Unsigned letters will not be
published. We reserve the right to
edit and/or reject any letter.

Letters can be submitted via
email to news@superior-news.com
or by traditional mail to P.O. Box
603, West Branch, MI 48661.
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Local team weight loss contest
draws hundreds of participants

BY MICHAEL BUSCH

A contest in Ogemaw County
usually calls to mind a local high
school sports team, but a local
contest of a different kind with far
more people is the 17th Annual
“Battle of the Bulge.”

The weight loss contest,
which typically draws 300-500
people each year, is sponsored
by Pinnacle Rehabilitation and
Personal Training in West Branch
and Rose City. It involves teams
of four people who try to lose
weight over four months. The
object of the contest is for the
total percentage of weight loss of
the team to be higher compared
to other teams. Participants with
only 10 or so pounds to lose will
still be a factor in the team score.
Participants are weighed each
month.

Alan Withers, licensed physical
therapist and owner of Pinnacle
Rehab, explained the motivation
behind organizing the contest.
“When we started 17 years ago,
we saw a major health issue in
the community and we wanted to
be leaders with a group of other
people. We wanted to make it
a game that would be fun and
involve everyone together.”

“The reason we do this every
year is there are four or five
people who make significant
lifestyle changes and then lose
30 or 40 pounds. Those are the
ones who come back and say ‘I
lost weight during the Battle of

the Bulge and
then I kept it up.
I ended up losing
60 pounds over
the next two
years and now
I’'m no longer
diabetic. I’'m no
longer on high
blood pressure
medication and
now I’m able

to do all these
things.””

“Every year there’s four or five
of those stories and that’s the
kicker for us. We just love that,”
said Withers.

The guidelines for the contest
are easy to understand. First,
teams are composed of four
people, either mixed sex or all
male or female. Registration
costs $10 for each team member.
The team is asked to create an
identifying name and designate
a leader as contact for the group.
Team packets are available for
pick up at Pinnacle, either at 621
Court St. in West Branch or 120
E. Main St., Rose City.

Winners receive cash prizes
of $1,000 for first place, $500
for second place, and $250 for
third place. The male and female
participants who lose the highest
percentage of body fat of all
participants will receive $250.

All monthly weigh-ins must
take place at Pinnacle on their
scales. Participants are required to

weigh in each month throughout
the competition. If a member of
your team misses a weigh-in, the
team will be disqualified from the
competition immediately.

Withers said, “If you can’t find
a team of four, you can call the
Pinnacle office and we can put
you on a team. There are often
times when people can find a
team of three, but not four, so we
can help add people to teams.”

Participants are welcome to use
Pinnacle’s facility, but Withers
says, “We encourage people
to work out where they go. Go
to that gym. If you are already
walking at the high school, keep
doing that.”

Withers is proud of organizing
the contest, which has been
ongoing for several years. “It’s
good for communities. If every
community in America did this,
we’d be healthier.”

For more information, contact
Pinnacle at 989-343-3000.

Ogemaw County Business and
Community Expo and Job Fair

BY LAURA BENDER

Looking to showcase your
business? Curious about local
organizations? Job hunting? Head
to Ogemaw Heights High School
on Tuesday, March 26, for the
Ogemaw County Business and
Community Expo and Job Fair.

representatives will be available
for one-on-one conversations. If
you are looking for employment,
bring your resume. Some
businesses will do on-the-spot
hiring.

The Community Expo and
Job Fair is designed to showcase
Ogemaw County and what it
offers to individuals, families and
businesses. Stop in from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. to learn more about your
community.

To register your business
or organization, or for more
information, visit the Chamber
of Commerce website at www.
wbacc.com. All local businesses,
organizations and food trucks are
welcome.

Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Heather
Neuhaus said, “The Expo
provides a place for the
community to see all local
businesses and organizations in
one area. For vendors it provides
opportunity to connect and
for the community it provides
opportunity to stay local.”

The Expo is free for the public.
Organization and business

3
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3 Nmﬁfﬁ?m Grayling - 989-348-7647 :

3«” Tank Set for FREE! West Branch - 989-345-7551 _

! i Houghton Lake « 989-422-6647 g

800'292'9295 fickandsons.com

| Locally owned & operated - Price Protection Plans Available
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West Branch

AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

www.wbacc.com

989-345-2821
Ogemaw County Business &
Community Expo and Job Fair

Tuesday, March 26th

OHHS

For events & happenings please
visit the website, Facebook or stop
by 422 W. Houghton Ave

Putt Putt Golf Tournament
May 20th-24th

Chamber Ball

Saturday, April 20th

~

KOC Hall

Ty

West Branch

VISITORS BUREAU

www.Vvisitwestbranch.com

X

®
Chamber Golf Outing
Wednesday, June 5th
West Branch Country Club

Chamber Connections is the 2nd Friday from 7-8 a.m. Breakfast networking and Business After Hours is
the 3rd Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.. Hosting locations can be found on the wbacc.com website.

Welcome New Chamber Members:
Arrow Power, Music in the Park and

Cafe International (New Ownership)
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County
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West Branch Automotive

URON
- OMMUNITY Rose City Automotive

West Branch
Veterinary Services

Happy New Year 2024!. Starting February 1st you can stop by the newly preserved and
remodeled Chamber of Commerce building which also houses the West Branch Visitors
Bureau. Located at 422 W. Houghton Ave in the old train depot. Members please bring

updated business cards, brochures or rack cards.
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Snowstorm 2024 pictures
from our readers
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Can you find the butterflies?

Courtesy photos

The St. Joseph School seventh and eighth grade science class were on a predator/prey hunt recently. The
predators were the students; the prey were camouflaged paper butterflies. The activity was part of the
ecosystems unit. There are two butterflies between Gracie Engelhardt and Keira Drensky, one is white
and the other is black. There is one gray butterfly in the picture with Audrey Moeggenborg.

FULL SERVICE SALES, PARTS & REPAIR
FREE STORAGE UNTIL APRIL 15th

When you buy a bike now!!!!

118 W. Houghton Ave.
West Branch, M| 48661

989-343-5454

ALL MAKES
AND MODELS

‘ Arrowhead Book Co.

: l RBAILROADS 1 MAW COU-N'I.’Y \ -
‘ WHISTPLE STOPS |

Logging Trains, Main Lines, Spurs, Barons,
Companies, Locomotives, Towns, Depots,
Whistle Stops & Railroad Particulars

‘ LUANN ZETTLE \

DT 2 A




JAN. 1 - JAN. 20, 2024 Community PAGE 7 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWS

MRI
NOW IN
WEST
BRANCH

MclLaren Bay Region is proud to now offer Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) scans in West Branch! With a large bore size, our 1.5T MRI scanner is
larger than many smaller MRI scanners for your comfort. It also uses stronger
magnets to produce high-resolution images quickly for shorter scan times.
This technology was developed in collaboration with leading institutions and
radiologists while keeping patient experience in mind and can accommodate a
patient up to 525 Ibs. Visit your primary care provider for more information.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MRI SERVICES, PLEASE CALL: 1-800-McLAREN

McLAREN BAY REGION WEST BRANCH MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING,
2110 S M 76, WEST BRANCH, M| 48661

s Mclaren

BAY REGION
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MOOSE LODG

Frlday, January 19th Thursday, January 25th
Migration rc Mean Girls rc-13 The Beekeeper r
2p.m.&7p.m. 2p.m.&7p.m. 2p.m. &7 p.m.

Hours: 7 p.m. shows - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
Matinees - Saturday, Sunday & Wednesday at 2 pm * Closed Mondays

Every Sunday at 3 p.m.

BREAKFAST

2nd Sunday of every month
8 a.m.- 12 noon

253] Mills Rd. » 873-4350

outs:, ' Many Raffle items &
FAULL INN &Tom Pf?‘“a“ S ¢ Multiple 50/50 drawings

Beot Pegya Up North!

ra\\' w'\\’\Tau ch.
FAMILY DINING « COCKTAILS 2810 265
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Gather your -] : 18th Annuam

friends : 9-pin No Tap

and family, . . ‘
Y Hosted by: Dennis Jameson, Vicki Barnes, Nathan Rachow & Andrea Gray, Dan & Michelle Rachow,

dioi
usa;:)r lei:lch Michael Jameson & Mandy Jonas, Dennis & Amanda Parks along with Ogemaw Lanes of est Branch

and dinnert  \ 'S 88 | DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2024

LOCATION: OGEMAW LANES
* 989-685-2406 2357 S. M-76, WEST BRANCH, MI

206 N. Williams (M-33), Rose City COST: $30 PER BOWLER

One block north of the light
OPEN DAILY AT 11AM SHIFTS AVAILABLE -

12:30 PM, 4:30 PM & 8 PM

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER / SIGN UP EARLY. MANY OF OUR SHIFTS FILL UP - PLEASE REGISTER BY FEB. 1, 2024
If you need additional information or have questions, please call Ogemaw Lanes at 989-345-2200
Please fill out this form to register for the Kurk Jameson Memorial Tournament & return it to Ogemaw Lanes.

ogemaw Lanes Late entries are NOT guaranteed a lane or a time slot.

Home of the Best Frame Tournament® || Name Avg Name A —
Jan. - May

Name Name Avg

« Full Menu Name Name Avg
* Pizza « Bar

* Open Bowling
* Mini Golf

Name Avg Name Avg

Please Circle what shift time you are registering: 12:30 4:30

2357 W. I-75 Bus.
Loop, West Branch

989-345-2200

20% off your entire bill
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Feed your inner Jack!

Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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Your source for positive community news

Kathryn Collins
Publishing and Sales
kathy@superior-news.com

PO. Box 603
West Branch, MI 48661

Your source for positive community news!

SUPERVISORS CORNER

BY FRED LEWIS
SUPERVISOR,
PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP

Happy New Year and welcome
to 2024. I hope the year brings
good times and happy memories
for all of us. As we enter into this
new year please remember where
we have been and what we have
accomplished. Sometimes we
only see and hear the bad things
that happen and that clouds our
view of what is actually in front
of us. Too little of the good things
that have occurred gets talked
about and too much of the bad
seems to steal the limelight. So
if we can do anything to lighten
our load this year, let’s try and see
one good thing each day and pass
it off to an acquaintance as a way
of making a small difference each
day.

Along that line, we were
awarded a $25,000 grant from
the Tosco County Parks and
Recreation Commission from the
millage revenue, which we intend

to use to construct a pavilion at
the playground between the old
hall and the fire hall in front of
the playground. We are getting
the paperwork prepared and
intend to send out an IFB in early
February, and if we are lucky,
hope to be starting this spring.
This will allow gatherings at the
playground/park for community
members and relatives with a
place under roof in the event of
bad weather, or just to get out of
the sun. For whatever reason, it
provides another benefit for our
residents, at no additional costs.
We are also continuing to
replace the boardwalk at Loon
Lake Park and will be working
as time and weather permit. This
is a long term project that started
last spring and will continue
through most of this year. We
have applied for a boat cleaning
equipment grant from EGLE
for four different lake launches
around the township. We won’t
know until late February if we

are successful and will keep you
informed as to our progress. We
have also applied for a scrap tire
grant which reimburses us for the
tires we collect at the waste site.
We should get word on that grant
by March.

One change we will have this
year is at our Farmers Market.
We are looking for a new market
manager for our Saturday
morning market at the resource
center. If you or someone you
know is interested in being the
market manager please contact
me.

Technology is always changing.
It allows us to do things that we
only dreamed about as children. I
remember Dick Tracey watches,
in comic strips, that allowed the
wearer to talk like a walkie talkie
(now I am dating myself) and now
we have watches that not only
are a phone but a computer as
well. This is a case where reality
outpaced fantasy. When this
fast advancement occurs, many

times our society’s rules do not
keep pace and we find ourselves
without any guidelines on the use
of the new technology. One area
in which this has become an issue
in our community is the use of
security cameras both inside and
outside the homes. Much of our
community has access to digital
broadband which allows us to
stream video to where ever we
are. Even though we are a pretty
safe and secure community, many
people feel safer being able to
keep watch on their property.

For the most part that is fine,
the cameras show their property
and allow the owners peace
of mind. It’s when the camera
placement extends beyond their
property into the neighbors that
creates issues. When does this
become intrusive and what is the
purpose of seeing what goes on
at the neighbors? As this issue
becomes more prevalent, it is only
a matter of time before legislation
is created to restrict this use. We

can control this by just working
within our own property and
paying attention to how we

locate our cameras. Every unit

is adjustable and can be posed

to show just what we intend to
see. So be kind and consider your
neighbors privacy as well as your
own.

Starting Jan. 1 the waste
site hours were changed. We
now open at 9 a.m. Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
and close at 4 p.m. on these
days. We maintained our current
Sunday hours of 9 — 2. We are
open on Memorial Day, July 4®
and Labor Day.

As always if you ever have any
questions, comments or concerns
regarding our community please
contact me. I am in the office
Monday — Friday 7:30 — 4:00
at 989-728-2811 or my cell
at 989-984-7073 or by email
supervisor@plainfieldtwpmi.com.

Properly
Maintained

The large cattle ranches in
Oklahoma and the southern plains
use wooden fence posts instead
of metal “T posts” because of the
constant wind. After a while the
constant pressure from the wind
bends the metal posts. The wood-
en fence posts are able to endure
the force and remain upright.
Properly maintained ... they will
stand fast for decades.

And so can you when you are
“properly maintained.”

Jesus said, “These things |
have spoken unto you, that
in me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good
cheer; | have overcome the
world.” — John 16:33

— www.SermonCentral.com

FAITH &WORSHIP

Hale Baptist Church

Pastor Todd Vossen

SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.,
Church Service - 11:00 a.m

Prayer/Bible Study - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Nights
Kids Club - K thru 6th Grade
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.

Contact the Church for More Information
989-728-3821 + 327 N. Washington, Hale

., | “Every good and perfect
< T ) gift is from above...”
' James 1:17

Hale Methodist Church

Everyone Welcome! Pastor: Mike Tullis
Sunday Worship - 10am; Sunday School 11am

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church

YOUR CHURCH AD HERE

CALL
989-450-6163

TO DISCUSS YOUR
ADVERTISING NEEDS

(

January

19 - Chili with beans, tossed
salad, cornbread, applesauce.

22 - Baked Ziti, Capri vegetable
blend, breadstick, peach fluff.

23 - Sheppard’s pie, beets,
mixed fruit.

24 - Hamburger, homemade
fries, coleslaw, tropical fruit cup.

\_

Hale Senior Center Menu

25 - Breakfast casserole, cottage
cheese with fruit, grapes.

26 - Roast beef sandwich,
mashed potatoes, winter blend
vegetables, apple.

29 - Baked ham, baked sweet
potato, cauliflower, apricots.

30 - Cook’s choice. Come and
enjoy a surprise meal with us.

31 - Chicken taco salad, tortilla
chips, coleslaw, tropical fruit
cup.

All meals include coffee, tea

or milk and, served at noon.
Suggested donation, 60 plus is
$3, under 60 is $7.50. Call before
10:30 a.m. to make reservations.
Hale 989-728-4251 or Sand Lake
989-469-9361.

J

LEADING THE WAY IN GOMFORT

Colvins

HEATING & COOLINg

989-728-5955

* Furnaces
* Air Conditioning

e Boilers * Humidifiers
¢ Purifiers *» Generators
e Geothermal Services

* Ductless Heating
and Cooling

* Maintenance Agreements

e M

COOLING & HEATING

@

GENERAC
——

AUTHORIZED DEALER

877-879-8726

24-Hour Emergency Service

Don and Cheryl McDonell

989-728-4273

3177 Ira Dr.
Hale, MI 48739
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Consumers

« Continued from page 1

restaurant opened at 8 a.m. Two
Consumers Energy employees
assisted with serving customers.

During and after the storm,
Consumers Energy lineworkers
and contractors came from as
far away as New Brunswick,
Canada, to battle high winds, lake
effect snow and treacherous road
conditions to restore power. The
hazardous winter weather downed
tree limbs and more than 2,500
power lines across several regions
of Michigan.

More than 500 crews, including
out-of-state contractors, worked
around the clock to reduce the
number of customers from
over 170,000 without power to
about 25,000, despite constant,
widespread wind gusts that made
line work challenging and caused
more outages.

Crews were supported by
a team of over 150 dedicated
storm restoration staff and
volunteers across the state who
are committed to enabling crews
to restore heat and light.

The storm caused damage and
outages throughout Michigan.
Communities in the northeastern
Lower Peninsula were hit hardest,
including Ogemaw, Midland, Bay,
Iosco, and Alcona counties.

Consumers Energy urges the
public to keep important safety
tips in mind:

* Be alert to crews working along

Photo by Michael Busch

(L-R) Desiray Hensley of Prescott and Dawnette and Jamie Bluemlein
of Skidway eat breakfast sponsored by Consumers Energy.

slick roads. Drivers should

slow down or stop and wait for
oncoming traffic to clear so they
can go safely past workers on
roadsides.

Stay at least 25 feet away from
downed power lines, and to
report unguarded downed lines
by calling 9-1-1 and Consumers
Energy at 800-477-5050.

Never use a generator in an
attached garage, basement,
enclosed patio or near any air
intakes. Doing so could cause a
generator to produce hazardous
levels of carbon monoxide, an
odorless, colorless and deadly

gas.
Consumers Energy will trim

or remove trees interfering with

electric restoration activities.

Once safe to do so, clean up
of debris from tree trimming
or removal during a storm
emergency is the responsibility of
individual property owners.

In some cases, the mast that
holds the electric service wires
to a home or business may have
been damaged or torn away.
Crews will reconnect the wires
to a home, but only a licensed
electrician can repair or replace a
mast or a cable.

Stillwagon retires after 42 years

BY KATHY COLLINS

After 42 years as an x-ray
technologist, Joni Stillwagon of
West Branch, has decided to retire
from her profession to spend
more time with her grandchildren,
three-year-old twins, tend to her
yard and delve in some hobbies.

A lTuncheon was held in
her honor by the radiology
department on Fri., Jan. 12,
with many others from nearby
departments stopping by to
wish her well. Her supervisor,
Tom Oesch, said “she will be
greatly missed by me and her co-
workers.”

Stillwagon has always been
in the radiology department
performing mammograms and
during that time has seen many
technical changes in equipment
and procedures. “We entered into
digital imaging in 2012 and the
3D imaging in 2020. It has been
a tremendous difference in clarity
and being able to diagnose any
suspect of an abnormality in the
breast tissue,” she said.

-t

Photo By Nancy McLaughIi'h

Joni Stillwagon, x-ray technologist, says goodbye to her supervisor,
Tom Oesch, as she retires from the mammography department at
MyMichigan West Branch on Jan. 12. Joni says with a smile, “My
mom knows that when we go someplace together that we’ll get
recognized by a lot of ladies who stop and say, ‘Oh, there’s my “you-

”r

know-what lady,

At the start of her career
she worked at the old Tolfree
Hospital, 17 years at Tawas St.
Joseph Hospital and again at the
Medical Arts Center on Houghton
Avenue in West Branch, and then
to the West Branch Regional

and she’ll blush and walk away.”

Medical Center in 2001, now
known as MyMichigan West
Branch.

Joni is a graduate of Ogemaw
Heights High School and Ferris
State University.

Odds and Ends

« Continued from page 1

named Odds and Ends Resale
store at 2799 Refinery Rd. in
West Branch is dedicated to
helping second hand treasures
find new life.

Owner Chantelle Hardy said,
“We believe every item has a
story to tell, and our carefully
curated collection reflects the
unique character and style of our
community.”

Odds and Ends Resale opened
in mid-June 2023 in the building
where Chantelle’s former art
gallery and hair salon, Enchanté,
was located. Her new store is

the place to go when you are
searching for a unique gift, an
antique to grace a room or an
original painting. A feast for the
eyes, the large shop offers many
options, including clothing, décor,
kitchenware and seasonal items,
many on consignment.

Store manager and U.S. Army
veteran, Johnna Fox, said, “Our
inventory changes often. Every
time you visit, you will find
something new.”

“Whether you’re hunting for a
vintage gem, searching for unique
gifts, or simply enjoying the thrill

of finding great deals, our thrift
store is the place to discover
hidden treasures,” said Chantelle.
During the winter, Odds &
Ends Resale is open Thursday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Hours expand during
the warmer months. Refinery
Road intersects with Cook Road
next to the railroad tracks south
of town. For more information,
call 989-836-3120 or visit https.//
resaleshopwestbranch.com/. You
can also find them on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
Pphp?id=100092932841794.

Employee Christmas Craft Contest

i

Each year, Griffin Beverage of West Branch holds an employee
Christmas Craft Contest. Participants needed to fashion their holiday
decoration out of supplied items, including bottle caps and wine
corks. All employees were invited to vote for the winners. This year’s
“Best in Show,” created by Brenda Laskowski, featured a joyful
snowman flanked by panels declaring “Let It Snow!”

July 11,1933 -

Willis Eugene Brewer, age
90, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, Dec. 21,
2023, at his home
in West Branch,
surrounded by his
family. He was born
on July 11, 1933, in
West Branch, to Lester
and Evelyn (Hanks)
Brewer. Willis proudly
served in the United
States Army from 1953
to 1955.

On Oct. 26, 1957,
he married Sylvia Jenkins in St.
Helen.

Known for his voracious
reading and exceptional
intelligence, Willis had a
remarkable memory and could
recall everything he read. He
enjoyed driving around town,
pointing out the buildings and
churches where he had laid brick.
In fact, he even built his own
home in West Branch.

Throughout his life, Willis
worked for Morse Clark Furniture
for over 30 years, dedicating his
time and skills to the company.

In his free time, he indulged
in various hobbies, including
golfing, bowling, archery, deer

yOBITUARIES

Willis Eugene Brewer

Dec. 21, 2023

hunting, woodworking, fishing,

and cross-country skiing.
Willis is survived

- by his beloved wife,

\ Sylvia Brewer. He is
also survived by his
daughters, Diane Brewer,
Faye (Dave) Butler,
and Laura (William)

~ 5. Knudson; grandchildren,

ﬁ; Lauren (Ben) Pucket,

) % Tyler (Alexa) Butler,

WILLIS EUGENE and Ken Knudson; three
BREWER

great-grandchildren;

and siblings, Robert
(Karen) Brewer, Raymond
(Sandy) Brewer, Douglas (Myrna)
Brewer, Gregory (Vicky) Brewer,
Andy (Elaine) Brewer, and Clara
(Joseph) Clark.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Lester and Evelyn
Brewer; his brother, Arnold
(Barbara) Brewer; and his sister,
Joyce Drabek.

The funeral service took place
at the funeral home on Thursday,
Dec. 28, burial followed at
Edwards Township Cemetery.
Priest Mary Jane Shortt officiated.

Arrangements were handled
by Steuernol & McLaren Funeral
Homes, Inc. in West Branch.

JERRY WANGLER
DAN WARNER
JIM JONES

GRASS HOPPER * NEW HOLLAND « KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT

SIMPLICITY « HUSQVARNA
PH. (989) 345-3128

255 S. M-33
WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

& AUTO SERVICE 'CENTER

= Bill Ballard

3149 W. Houghton
West Branch, Ml
(1/4 Mile West of M-30)
989-345-4410

VIS4

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
Computer Diagnostic Service
“It costs no more to have a
specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
Air Conditioning « Radiator Flush
* Alignment ¢ Brakes * Mufflers &

Exhaust Systems ¢ Gas Tanks
* Automobile Electric Service
» Computerized Front and Rear
Alignments & Tire Balancing

» Tires * Interstate Batteries
» Belts & Hoses
* Fuel Injection
» Starters & Alternators
* Minor Engine
* Motor Tune-up

* Shocks-Struts

* ATF Automatic
Transmission Fluid
» Exchanger
» Check Engine Light
* Engine Repair

Auto Repair 7:30-5 M-F ¢ Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1962
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PROFESSIONAL
ERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month « 1 x 2” for only $30 a month « 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

Appraisal Dumpster Rental il Home Improvement Tattoo Parlor

FREE FIREARM
APPRAISALS

TERRY'S

Consignments Welcome
Monday-Friday * 1-7pm
230 West Rose City Rd. * Rose City

989-709-1944

Barber Shops

Needham’s
. BARBER SHOP

in West Branch is
| Now Open later on Wednesdays to 7pm

' 989-345-2164

Communications

MARTEL

200 SOUTH SECOND STREET WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

VOIP/IP/SIP*EFAX
VOICE MAIL , TELEPHONE & CAMERA SYSTEMS
WIRELESS ROUTERS & INTERNET MODEMS
PHONE, DATA, T.V. AND FIBER WIRING
INSTALLATION * MAINTENANCE * REPAIR

LA WL o R TIMPLTS

Scli_j_ﬁ cFu.uﬁl trmoml—: w S

Advertise
Here
for only
$25.50

month

SULLIVAN
$EXTERIORS #

1775 W. M-55 « West Branch, MI 48661
Phone: (989) 345-4007

* WINDOWS ¢ SIDING * DOORS -

JMG

DUMPSTERS
5-10-20-30
yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw,
losco, 0scoda and Arenac Counties
Call Jack Morris

989-343-5023

p——a

LUCYNSKI SERVICES

Roofing * Siding
Pole Barns & More

The Professionals You Can
Count On To Keep You Covered

2750 S. M-76
West Branch
989-429-8245

lucynskiservices@gmail.com

)

Looking for used, new
or unwanted flag poles,
v to be placed in local
cemeteries. Call Lauri at
989-701-7181.

ROSSROADS

989-657-5637

109 $. 3rd St. West Branch

To advertise
call
Kathy
(989) 450-6163

Dave Allen

Artist / Owner

Facebook @ Crossroads Tattoo
Instagram (@ crossroads_tattoo

FINANCIAL GROUP MOVlng
WEST BRANCH
Thomas Kish Rob and Big’s Moving Company

‘Big or Small, We'll Move it All.’
Licensed and Insured

Based out of West Branch, Michigan

Financial Representative
989.345.6013 Office
989.343.6422 Direct ® 989.345.6201 Fax
511 W. Houghton Ave. ® First Floor

West Branch, MI 48661
tkish@regalfin.com * www.regalfin.com

robandbigsmoving.com
Like us on Facebook!

Rob DeGentenaar
989-387-6713

RICH HEAVLIN

MOONLICHT GRADPHICS
WEST BRANCH, MI
(989) 345-3954
graphics@moonlight.com
*SIGNS * BANNERS *VEHICLE LETTERING *

Check us out on
Facebook!
Superior News

988

SUICIDE
& CRISIS
LIFELINE

Public Notices and Meetings

moonlightgraphicswb.com

Real Estate

MrreHomes.com

(989)
345-2828

3148 W M-55
WEST BRANCH, Mi

Name

SOgemaw County & Hale Area

Your source for positive community news. l i E c C S

Subscription Form

WWW.SUperior-news.com

Address

Have family news

City

you would like to
share with

Phone

Email

the community?
Such as a new

Just 3 5 Annually

Mail Check to:
Superior News LLC
P.0. Box 610523
Port Huron, MI 48061
or call
989-745-2421
to pay by credit card or
PayPal link on www.superior-news.com

baby or an
anniversary?

Email your

photos and

information to
news@
superior-news.

com

CITY OF ROSE CITY
REGULAR MEETING
December 19, 2023

Mayor Jeremy Card called the Regular Council Meeting of the City of
Rose City to order at 6:17 p.m. on December 19, 2023.

Present: Daniel McQuarrie, Kristina Danforth, Scott Hamel, Christopher
Hebert,

Absent: Jenny Bentley- excused, Brent Hinkley- excused

Others present: Clerk Cindy Rosebrugh, Treasurer Carol Lee Butler,
Deputy Clerk Jennifer Hurley, DPW Supervisor Chase Wiltse, County
Commissioner Roger Mayhew, Brandi Coleman, Claudia Miller, Chuck
Faulkner, Amy Hensel

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. Hamel to approve
the Agenda. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

A Motion made Mr. Hamel and seconded by Ms. Danforth to approve the
Minutes for the December 5, 2023 Regular Rose City Council Meeting.
Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded Mr. Hamel to pay bills
as presented, in the amounts of $15,995.83 from the Common Cash
Account, and $2,935.35 from the Sewer Account. Ayes: Daniel McQuar-
rie, Kristina Danforth, Scott Hamel, Chris Hebert. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

Kristina Danforth gave a Library Report.

Roger Mayhew gave a County Commissioner’s Report.
Claudia gave an Audit Report.

Chase Wiltse gave a DPW Report.

Carol gave a Treasurer’s Report.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. McQuarrie to pay
up to $1341 to Great Lakes Technology for Wifi internet connection.
Ayes: Chris Hebert, Scott Hamel, Kristina Danforth, Daniel McQuarrie.
Nays: None. Motion carried.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. Hamel to approve
the purchase and installation of a camera for the ballot box. Ayes: Chris
Hebert, Scott Hamel, Kristina Danforth, Daniel McQuarrie. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. Hamel to accept
Cindy Rosebrugh'’s letter of resignation as City Clerk. Ayes: Daniel
McQuarrie, Kristina Danforth, Scott Hamel, Chris Hebert. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. Hebert to appoint
Jennifer Hurley as City Clerk beginning January 2, 2024. Ayes: Chris
Hebert, Scott Hamel, Kristina Danforth, Daniel McQuarrie. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

A Motion made by Mr. Hamel and seconded by Mr. Hebert to remove
Jeramie Brookins and Cindy Rosebrugh and add Kristina Danforth and
Jennifer Hurley as signors on the accounts at Huron Community Bank
beginning January 2, 2024. Ayes Daniel McQuarrie, Kristina Danforth,
Scott Hamel, Chris Hebert. Nays: None. Motion carried.

A Motion made by Mr. Hamel and seconded by Mr. Hebert to remove
Jeramie Brookins and Cindy Rosebrugh and add Kristina Danforth and
Jennifer Hurley as signors on the accounts at Mercantile Bank beginning
January 2, 2024. Ayes: Chris Hebert, Scott Hamel, Kristina Danforth,
Daniel McQuarrie. Nays: None. Motion carried.

The Mayor gave his comments.
The Council discussed the budget amendment.

A Motion made by Ms. Danforth and seconded by Mr. Hebert to adjourn
at 6:37 p.m. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.
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Anniver<ary
Sale

JANUARY 19 - FEBRUARY 3, 2024
dl/(ous Clark Fumniture Co

Immediate Availability =
ALL FLOORING ON SALE!

12 MONTH DEFERRED INTEREST AVAILABLE

BARKMAN CUSTOM AMISH FURNITURE
Maple + Live Edge with Leaves

Brooks Reclining Sofa

. ‘- i:k“*Furniture' - ' 5 Comfort

= L
; o R T,



