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Morris-Richardson Real 
Estate celebrates 65 years

Photo by Laura Bender
Greg Morris, owner of Morris-Richardson Real 
Estate in West Branch recently celebrated 65 
years in business.

Courtesy photo
Visitors to the 44th Ogemaw County Fair enjoyed a sunny week wandering through the exhibit halls, Antique Village, 
carnival and barns. There is something to interest young and old alike with this year’s theme “Pioneer Days to Mod-
ern Ways.” From glass blowing, farm implements and old oil rigs to modern tractors, booths displaying the latest 
home improvements, and the midway that lights up the night sky, the fair lived up to its theme. Thanks to all the 
volunteers who work tirelessly throughout the year, the Ogemaw County Fair again delights us all. Pictured above, 
it’s a family affair for the Miller’s. Regan (l-r), Malorie and Cameron with their award-winning livestock. For more fair 
photos see pages 8 and 9.

Lights and laughter fill the Ogemaw 
County Fairgrounds

BY LAURA BENDER
A week of band camp culmi-

nated in a performance of re-
cently learned music and move-
ment for the Ogemaw Heights 
High School Marching Band. 
Family and friends gathered on 
Aug. 8, behind Surline Middle 
School to watch the band’s first 

public presentations of Katy Per-
ry’s "California Gurls" and Mi-
ley Cyrus’ "Party in the USA." 
Two other pieces in this year’s 
show entitled Pop Revolution: 
The2000s Rewind are Britany 
Spear’s Toxic and Nicki Minaj’s 
Starships.

Creating a show takes a lot of 

work. First, the students must re-
hearse the music until they know 
it almost by heart. Then, they 
must learn the intricate marching 
patterns. Finally, they take to the 
field with their instruments to put 
it together. During the nine-hour 
days of band camp, the OHHS 

Photo by Laura BenderThe Ogemaw Heights High School Marching Band is ready for the upcoming season.

Ogemaw Heights High School Marching 
Band is ready to raise spirits

At the monthly Veterans Coffee on Aug. 
6, Army veteran Mike Thorne (l) presents 
a hand-carved, eagle-headed Patriot 
Cane to Navy veteran William C. Jones. 
Jones began his active-duty service in 
1953, transferring to the Naval Reserve 
after four years. In his honor, Bill’s 
family made a surprise appearance for 
the presentation.

Thank you for your service

Photo by Laura Bender

BY LAURA BENDER
In 1962, an unnamed 

local banker said, “Real 
estate activity in West 
Branch was pretty stag-
nant until Jack Morris es-
tablished his Strout Agen-
cy.” 

That quote is from an 
article that proudly hangs 
over Jack’s son Greg 
Morris’s desk at the Mor-
ris-Richardson Real Es-
tate Agency. 

“My grandpa had a 
farm in West Branch. 
He also drove horses on 
Mackinac Island,” Greg 
said. “My dad grew up 
here. When I was a boy, 
we spent a year in Cali-
fornia, then a few years 
in Flint. We moved back 
home when I was in third 
grade. My dad opened 
his real estate business in 
1960 in a trailer on South 
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With everything changing daily, if not hourly, we would advise that you call ahead to be sure the event is still scheduled.

Churchill United 
Methodist Church

501 E. State Rd.
(corner of State and Morrison roads)

989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s 
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Helen Alford

Calvary Baptist Church
235 Minzer Ct. • West Branch 

989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages 
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. • Youth Group - 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. • Awana - 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor Tom Teall • Youth Pastor Josh Pierce 
www.cbcwb.org

Faith and Worship

Edward’s Community 
Church

4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227

Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)

First United Methodist Church
2490 W. State Rd., West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-0210
Rev. Michelle Forsyth

reverendmichelleforsyth@gmail.com
Organist: Carol Kerby

www.westbranchfumc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Adult Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Organist: Carol Lockhart

A WINNING FATHER
One of the most powerful stories in 
the history of the Olympic Games 
involved a canoeing specialist 
named Bill Havens. He was a 
shoe-in, I’m told, to win a gold 
medal in the 1924 Olympic Games 
in Paris. But a few months before 
the Games were held, he learned 
that his wife would likely give birth 
to their first child while he was 
away. She told him that she could 
make it on her own, but this was 
a milestone Bill just didn’t want to 
miss. So he surprised everyone 
and stayed home. Bill greeted his 
infant son, Frank, into the world on 
August 1, 1924. Though he always 
wondered what might have been, 
he said he never regretted his 
decision.
Well, he poured his life into that 
little lad and shared with him a love 
for the rapids. Twenty-four years 
passed, and the Olympic Games 
were held in Helsinki, Finland. This 
time Frank Havens was chosen 
to compete in the canoeing event. 
The day after the competition, Bill 
received a telegram from his son 
that read: “Dear Dad, Thanks for 
waiting around for me to be born 
in 1924. I’m coming home with the 
gold medal that you should have 
won.” It was signed, “Your loving 
son, Frank.”
Many would question Bill Haven’s 
decision to miss his big opportunity 
in Paris, but he never wavered. He 
wanted his family to know that they 
always came first, no matter what. 
And that made him a hero to a little 
boy named Frank.

 - Sermon Central

God is love
“No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

—Romans 8:37-39 NIV
God is love. And He loves us all no 
matter where we are in life. God’s 
love is unconditional. God’s love is 
without limit. God loves us so much 
and his love is so deep that nothing 
can change his love or stop him from 
loving us.
God loves us in all seasons of 
life. God loves us every second of 
everyday. God loves us. God’s love 
is permanent. God’s love can never 
fade away.
God loves us and because of his love 
he cares for us. God Himself his love. 
God is full of love.
When I am waking up it’s God loving 
me, God loves me in every situation 
and his love is always present in our 
lives. Even when I am not feeling 
well, his love is still there and yes 
I am not feeling well but that does 
not stop God from loving me, God 
does not want me to be in pain but 
his love is present to heal me of the 
pain. When I feel disappointed God 
loves me.
When I have failed God loves me. 
We need to start believing and ac-
cepting that God is love and he loves 
us deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

Hale Methodist Church 
Everyone Welcome!  Pastor: Mike Tullis 

Sunday Worship - 10am 
 

 
 

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522 
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church 

Come when you can! 
We’d LOVE to  

have you join us!!    

YOUR CHURCH AD HERE
CALL 989-450-6163
TO DISCUSS YOUR

ADVERTISING NEEDS

Gladwin Cornerstone
Baptist Church

3925 Round Lake Road, 
Gladwin, MI 48624     

 989-426-6897
Sunday School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:30
www.gladwincornerstone.com

Pastor Scott Bradstreet

Ongoing

Mondays – Disabled American 
Veterans meet the third Monday, 5 
p.m. at the VFW/American Legion 
Post 496 E. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.
Mondays – Rose City Lions Club 
meets the second and fourth Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at the Log Cabin in 
the Rose City Park. Call Ed 989-
387-0609.
Mondays – (Second of each 
month) Coalition of Hope  
9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide 
prevention, intervention and post-
vention. Call 989-345-5571.
Monday – (Third of each month, 
April-Dec.) Ogemaw County Ge-
nealogical and Historical Society 
12:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave., 
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.
Tuesdays – Kiwanis Club of West 
Branch meets at noon at Chi-
na Inn, 601 W. Houghton Ave. in 
West Branch. Call 989-345-0978.
Tuesdays – Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m., 
April through November, except 
August. Meet at the Rose City Li-
ons Club Cabin. Call Cathy 989-
345-5659.
Tuesdays – T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) weigh in at 1-1:30 
p.m., meeting starts at 1:30-2 p.m. 
Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic, 2106 
S. Gray Rd. in West Branch. Call 

Robin 989-343-0592.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Creative Arts Asso-
ciation meeting, 7 p.m. located at 
124 N. Fourth St. in West Branch. 
Call 989-345-1451.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants Association meeting,
6 p.m. Held at the West Branch 
City Police Department. Call 989-
345-5226.
Tuesdays – (Second of each month) 
Christian Motorcycle Association 
6 p.m. for food and fellowship, 7 
p.m. business meeting at G’s Pizze-
ria, 200 W. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call Gary 989-343-9876.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each month) 
Rifle River Quilt Guild 9:30 a.m. 
at the K of C Hall, 601 Columbus 
Dr. in West Branch. The meeting 
will be followed by a Show and Tell, 
mini-classes, quilting tips, demos 
and time to sew. Bring your sewing 
machine, a project and your lunch. 
Any level of quilter is welcome. 
Call Diane 989-345-7206.
Tuesdays – (Third of each month) 
Cardinal Optimist Club of Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 
at Café International, 4761 Sage 
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet 
989-387-2640.
Tuesdays – (Second of each month) 
Survivors of Suicide Support 
Group 6:30 p.m. Call Vicki 989-
510-0911 or info@coalitionofhope.
net for location. National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline 800-273-8255 
or text 741741.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each 
month) Ogemaw County Dem-
ocratic Party 5pm at China Inn 
downtown West Branch. Call Ken 
at (989) 345-1066.
Tuesdays – ( Fourth of each month) 
Ogemaw County Republican Par-
ty meeting 5:30 p.m. at G’s Pizzeria 
in downtown West Branch. Call 
Kristine 989-343-5120.
Tuesday – (Last of each month) 
Diabetes Support Group 1-2 p.m. 
Medical Arts Center, diabetes edu-
cation conference room. Call 989-
343-3276.
Wednesdays – West Branch Area 
Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Organization meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. Different locations each 
month. Call 989-745-4067 for in-
formation.
Wednesdays – (First of each 
month) Veterans coffee hour 9-10 
a.m. Held at the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, 1528 S. 
M-33 in West Branch. Call 989-
345-3010.
Wednesdays – (First and third) 
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Hansen 
Rd. in West Branch. Open to the 
entire community. Call 989-345-
5440.
Thursdays-GriefShare Support 
Group. 2-4 p.m.  Fresh Start Com-
munity Church, 690 Campbell Rd., 

West Branch. March 7 through 
May 30. $20 for workbook. Schol-
arships available. Call Brenda 989-
312-0105 for registration or info. 
Thursdays – (First and third of 
each month) Newborn Parent 
Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch in 
the executive dining room. Call 
800-999-3199.
Thursdays – Northern Blend 
Sweet Adelines meets every week 
7 p.m. at Logan Township Hall, 
4507 E. M-55, Prescott. Call Ellen 
989-345-0978.
Thursdays – (Second and fourth) 
Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knitting, nee-
dlework, and friendship. Whatever 
you craft. Ogemaw Commission 
on Aging, 1528 S. M-33 in West 
Branch. Call Alicia 989-345-3010, 
ext. 201.
Thursdays – (Third of each month) 
Rose City/Lupton Chamber of 
Commerce meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Rose City Council Chambers. 
Call Carl 989-473-3268.
Thursdays – Optimist Club of 
West Branch meets at 7 a.m. at 
the Loggers Depot in West Branch. 
Call 989-942-6608.
Thursdays - The Ogemaw County 
Fair board meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in the main 
building at the fairgrounds. Call 
989-345-5393.

Aug 23

Jeep Jam, Saturday, Aug. 23, 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m., downtown West 
Branch. Jeep Show and live mu-
sic. Call 989-345-5226 to regis-
ter. www.westbranchevents.com.

Aug 24

All Free Teen Fun Day, spon-
sored by the Cardinal Optimist 
Club of Skidway Lake, Aug. 
24, noon to 4 p.m., Cole Canoe 
Base Boy Scout Camp, 1356 E. 
Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lake. 
Zipline, kayaking, wall climb-
ing, swimming and more. Free 
lunch provided at noon. Open to 
kids aged 13 to 18 or still in high 
school. To sign-up, call or text 
April at 989-578-8768.

Sept 21

Mom2Mom Sale, Sunday, 
Sept. 21, 11 a.m., Safe Haven 
Doula, 322 W. Houghton Ave., 
West Branch.

Oct 25

Fall Harvest Craft Show, Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Faith Lutheran Church, 5315 
Henderson Lake Rd., Prescott. 

To place your event in the 
Community Happenings, 

email information to 
deanna@superior-news.com

Singles Minist
ry

Hey Christian singles!
 Are you looking for a place that ministers to the unique 

blessings and challenges of being single? 

Well, we have just the place for you…

Join us at Faith Alive Church Event Center for fellowship with other Christian sin-
gles.  We will be studying God’s word and exploring what God has to say about 
this season of your life, and about your place as a single person in the church. 

Periodically, there will be separate group activities such as community events, 
outdoor activities, and other fun outings.

Open to Christian adult singles of all ages, you do not have to go to Faith Alive 
to attend.

Groups meet at the 
Faith Alive Event Center 

601 Progress st. 
West Branch MI. 48661

At 6:00-7:30 PM on Thursday nights. 
Hope to see you there!
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Photos by Laura Bender
Visitors to the 45th annual Victorian Art Fair weathered the heat to shop for handmade gifts and household items on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 and Sunday, Aug. 10. An occasional stop under a shade tree or a chance to wade in the cool water 
in Irons Park provides relief for both the young and the young-at-heart. Giggles filled the air as children enjoyed min-
now races, face painting and other activities especially for them. Chance meetings with friends, inspiring performanc-
es and viewing the creative work of so many artisans, make up for the heat. Of course, cold drinks and ice cream 
help, too!

Victorian Art Fair draws large crowds to Irons Park

Since 1986, the Ogemaw Coun-
ty United Way (OCUW) has been 
helping residents of Ogemaw 
County through its generous fi-
nancial support to local non-profit 
organizations.  

Most of the money received 
by OCUW comes in the form of 
payroll deductions from commu-
nity members. Their contributions 
are pooled, and grants are award-
ed each year to local charities in 
need.  

Recently, the all-volunteer 
board of the OCUW met to award 
$22,000 worth of grants to com-
munity groups working for the 
betterment of our community.  

This year, the organizations re-
ceiving funds are:

•$2,000 to Commission on Ag-
ing Food Program

Provides home delivered meals, 
chore services, homemaking and 
personal care to individuals 60 
and older.

•$5,000 to The Community 
Support Team

Provides physical, emotional 
and financial support to families 
of victims of severe medical ill-
nesses.

•$2,500 to The Cardinal Opti-
mist Club of Skidway Lake

Purpose is to bring out the best 
in local youth.  

•$3,000 to Rayola, Inc.
Dedicated to assisting children 

in the foster care system and any 
other child in need. 

•$2,000 to The Ogemaw Coun-
ty Child Protection Council

Serves as a voice for Oge-
maw’s children and families and 
promotes their health, safety, and 
welfare by funding effective local 
programs and services that pre-
vent child abuse and neglect.

•$2,000 to Fresh Start Club of 
West Branch

A nonprofit club that hosts 
meetings and fellowship events 
with various 12 step groups to 
prevent drug and alcohol abuse.

•$1,000 to Ogemaw Youth Bas-
ketball

The program focuses on teach-
ing and developing basic funda-
mentals, gaining an understanding 
of the values of being part of a 
team, practicing good sportsman-
ship and having fun. 

•$1,500 to Maxwell Therapy 
Center.

Enhancing the lives of kids 
through the use of animal assisted 
activities by giving happiness and 

County United Way grants 
$22K to local charities

GRANTS continues on page 14 »

Ogemaw County 

Ogemaw County 

Superior News

Superior News

would like to say THANK YOU 
to the following vendors who  participated in 

Senior Day at the Ogemaw County Fair:

Thank you to West Branch Greenhouse.
Special thank you to Arlie Morgan.

Thank you to the Ogemaw County Fair Board and 
congratulations on another successful fair. We appreciate you!

Proud Supporter of 
Senior Day

MyMichigan
West Branch Area Chamber of 
Commerce & Visitors Bureau

The Villa
Wellspring Lutheran Services
M&I Graphics & Promotions

The Care Team
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BY SALLY A. REA
I have been really busy rear-

ranging our kitchen. It has taken 
me many hours and without my 
grandson, Jackson 
Guntzviller, I could 
never have been 
able to tackle this 
job. I am still not 
finished.

On Friday, Sept. 
5, we will be hav-
ing a large group 
of home-schooled 
students and their 
parents touring 
our museum. Did 
you know that we 
have 166 families 
in Ogemaw Coun-
ty that are home 
schooling their children?

While many of our members 
were out at the Ogemaw County 

Fair running our booth and sell-
ing our RADA cutlery and books, 
a group of us were at the Brook 
Retirement Home. I gathered up 

old dolls and toys to 
show to the residents. 
Pat Sciotti and Jan La 
Fond were my help-
ers.  Jan brought old 
prices going back 75 
years and played a 
game with the resi-
dents and if you got 
the prices right you 
got a prize. She also 
wrote a wonderful 
poem called “Hard-
ly Nothing Stays the 
Same.” I will share 
this at a different time. 
Pat passed the dolls 

and toys around and took pictures. 
We talked about the residents’ 
dolls they once had and their 

dolls’ names.
It was so nice to visit with all 

the residents who attended our 
visit.  Leah Pauley had my oldest 
daughter, Julie, in Girl Scouts; I 
babysat Betty Smith’s first two 
daughters; Sharon Fritz and I have 
been friends for years; Dianne 
Grezeszak, who I bowled at their 
bowling alley for many years. We 
enjoyed our time there with all the 
residents. We will return back in 
October and the residents would 
like us to bring jewelry.

Our last music on our porch got 
rained out and but will continue 
next year.

Don’t forget about our Civil 
War Walks in September. The first 
one will be Sept. 6 at Richland 
Cemetery and the second one will 
be Sept. 20 at Rose City Ceme-
tery. Call LuAnn Zettle for more 
information at 989-701-5422.

Kiwanis of West 
Branch

Our annual 1-2-3 
Lottery Winners 

are picked weekly. 
We will be taking 
the flags down the 
first week of Sep-
tember. Weather 

permitting, we will 
put them up again 
for Veterans Day.   
You can be a 

part of our team. 
The Kiwanis Club 
meets at noon on 
the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of 
each month at the 
G's Pizzeria.  Anyone interest-
ed in learning about our orga-
nization is welcome to attend.  
If you would like to be a guest 
speaker to show us what you 
do, call JoLin at 989-873-4532.

AKTION CLUB
The Aktion Club contin-

ues to collect bottles and cans. 
You can call 315-725-1199 and 
make arrangements for pick up 
or drop off locations.

We had our annual carnival 
on July 19; fun was had by 
those that came. We also sold 
water and even hot chocolate 
at the Music in the Park. The 
final night we even had a cook-
out for members at the park.

It has been a great year for 
us so far, which means lots of 
donations going out. We sup-
port numerous organizations in 
Ogemaw County. Those with 
special needs interested in join-
ing our club, come on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 

noon at the First 
United Method-
ist Church on the 
corner of Fair-
view and State 
roads.

OGEMAW 
COUNTY 

FOOD PANTRY
We are always 

in need of dona-
tions of food or 
money to help us 
with the influx of 
families. You can 
add to your gro-
cery bill at Mei-
jer Store with a 

card found at the checkouts or 
customer service. We will take 
donations every Wednesday 
of the month from 8:30 to 11 
a.m.  We are located in the out-
reach building behind the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 100 E. 
Houghton Ave., P.O. Box 543, 
West Branch. We want to thank 
those that have donated. If bad 
weather, call ahead at 315-725-
1199 to see if we are open. We 
are open every Wednesday 
from 9-11 a.m. or until we run 
out of food. Families can come 
once a month. This institution 
is an equal opportunity provid-
er.

FOOD TRUCK
The monthly food truck will 

be at the First United Meth-
odist Church on the corner of 
Fairview and State roads on 
Sept. 19.  Line-up at 9 a.m. 
This institution is an equal op-
portunity provider. 

Optimist Updates

JOE BELL, PRESIDENT

Community
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Branch meets every Thursday 
morning at 7 a.m.  Loggers De-
pot. in downtown West Branch, 
hosts our meeting and feeds 
us a great breakfast with many 
menu options to choose from. 
We would love to have you come 
and join us for breakfast and let 
us show you what the Optimist 
Club is working on next to bene-
fit the children of our community 
and the world.

This week was our monthly 
board meeting with President 

Larry Watson presiding. Discus-
sion and approval were voted to 
fund our annual school supplies 
donation. The club will match 
donations up to $400 to be giv-
en to local schools of a variety 
of school supplies. The $400 was 
donated by members Thursday 
at our regular weekly meeting. 
We also got an update on the 
Seed Spitting Contest held at the 

Victorian Art Fair annually for 
many years now. We also ap-
proved money for the local Kids 
Health and Wellness Fair.

Steve Zdon is a newer member 
who is trying to develop a junior 
Optimist Club in cooperation 
with the West Branch-Rose City 
school system students. Mem-
bership in the club helps devel-
op leadership and community 
service skills. It also teaches the 
value of the optimistic way of 
living life, which I have found to 
be a very worthwhile pursuit.

We close each meeting by re-
citing the Optimist Creed, part 
of which states: “Promise your-
self to be so strong that nothing 
can disturb your peace of mind!” 
What a great way to approach 
your life. Bye for now. 

SALLY A. REA
HISTORIAN AND 

CURATOR

APRIL 
HARKEY-MASON

Update on the Ogemaw County Museum

The new ordinance officer, 
Steve Yuchasz, is doing a won-
derful job, according to the Mills 
Township board and public.  He 
has closed six cases already and 
is moving forward with about 40 
more.  Campers and vehicles have 
been removed and scrapped. Vis-
ible progress is seen and is much 
appreciated.  

The Mills Township board vot-
ed to do gravel upgrades to Chip-
pewa, Van, Lakeview and Turner 
roads.  It will be a 50/50 split with 
the road commission and town-
ship. 

News from the Skidway Lake area

Mills Township will be hosting 
a tire recycle for township res-
idents only on Aug. 23 and 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Go to the 
Mills Township, Ogemaw County 
Facebook for details.  

Our parks and recreation 

workers put new roof on three of 
the buildings at the Newman Park 
and look very nice.

Remember to share any news 
you have with me at 989-578-
8768.

Until next time, God bless.

Courtesy photo
Pictured is one of three buildings at Newman Park that received new roofs.

DENNY SHUMWAY
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Obituaries

Community

GAIL HUGHEY
SUPERINTENDENT

WEST BRANCH-ROSE CITY 
SCHOOLS

The Ogemaw County Superi-
or News encourages all readers 
to submit letters to the editor for 
possible publication. Please limit 
letters to 200 words or less.

The author must include a day-
time phone number as they will 
be contacted prior to publication. 

Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. We reserve the right to edit 
and/or reject any letter.

Letters can be submitted via 
email to deanna@superior-news.
com or by traditional mail to P.O. 
Box 603, West Branch, MI 48661.

  Letter to the editor policy

Jessica Lee Cloutier, beloved 
daughter, sister, wife, and moth-
er, passed away 
unexpectedly on 
Aug. 8, 2025, 
at MyMichigan 
Health in West 
Branch, Mich., 
after a long and 
hard-fought bat-
tle with kidney 
disease. She 
was born on 
July 6, 1990, in 
West Branch, to 
Jim and Paula 
Killinger. Jes-
sica graduated 
from Ogemaw 
Heights High School in 2008 and 
attended Delta College, where 
she laid the groundwork for a 
successful career in the food and 
beverage industry. She went on to 
become the director of operations 
at the Golden Glow Ballroom 
in Thomas Township Saginaw, 
Mich.

Known for her fun-loving na-
ture, straight-forward personality, 
and the joy she brought to those 
around her, Jessica had a special 
way of making every moment 

count. She loved events with 
Brooke, camping and spending 

time with family 
and friends, al-
ways eager to at-
tend concerts, and 
share in the joy of 
others. Her most 
cherished role 
was as a mother 
to her daughter 
Brooke, who she 
devoted herself to 
wholeheartedly. 
She loved watch-
ing Brooke dance, 
and theater perfor-
mances and going 
shopping togeth-

er.   Jessica was also a wonderful 
gift giver, known for spoiling her 
nieces and nephews, Aiden, Bos-
ton, Madelyn, Leah, and Eli.

Jessica leaves behind her hus-
band, Clay Cloutier of Midland; 
her daughter, Brooke of Midland; 
her parents, Jim and Paula Kill-
inger of West Branch; and her sis-
ters: Ashley (RJ) Wolosonowich 
of West Branch, Shelby (Mat-
thew) Marchewka of Midland, 
and Kelsey (Kody) Smith of West 
Branch. She is also survived by 

her in-laws, Daniel and Cynthia 
Cloutier of Linwood, and sever-
al close aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins, along with her beloved pets, 
Tucker, Macy, and Jaxx.

Jessica was preceded in death 
by her Grandpa Irving Killinger, 
Bill and Jean Reed, Great Grand-
ma Dilly Shore, and several aunts 
and uncles.

The family wishes to highlight 
the importance of the Gift of 
Life organ donation, exemplified 
by Jessica's fight against kidney 
disease. In lieu of flowers please 
consider a memorial donation to 
the  Gift of Life Michigan. She 
will be deeply missed by her fam-
ily and friends.

Visitation was held on Wednes-
day, Aug. 13, 2025, at Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Homes 
- West Branch. A funeral service 
took place on Thursday, August 
14, at Ogemaw Hills Free Meth-
odist Church, West Branch. A pri-
vate burial will be held amongst 
family in West Branch. 

Online condolences can be 
shared at  www.steuernolmclaren.
com.

Jessica Lee Cloutier
July 6, 1990 – Aug. 8, 2025

BY GAIL HUGHEY
With the Oge-

maw County Fair 
behind us and Au-
gust coming to a 
close, it signals 
the start of anoth-
er school year. It 
is my pleasure to 
welcome our West 
Branch and Rose 
City students back 
to school for the 
2025-26 school 
year, as well as our schools of 
choice students. Join us as we 
continue our commitment to ex-
cellence in education.

One highlight of this year is the 
unveiling of the newly remodeled 
spaces at Ogemaw Heights High 
School. Over the summer, con-
tractors worked tirelessly to com-
plete a wide range of improve-
ments in time for the first day of 
school.

These renovations are part of 
the $25 million bond proposal 
approved by voters in May 2022. 
Following the design and plan-
ning phase during the 2022–23 
school year, final plans were com-
pleted in fall 2023, with bidding 
soon after. Construction began in 
spring 2024, starting with updated 
restrooms and a new central of-
fice.

While the majority of these 

projects have been 
funded by the 2022 
Bond Fund, ad-
ditional work has 
been made possi-
ble through other 
sources, including a 
MDHHS grant, Food 
Service funding, and 
the district’s Sinking 
Fund.

The following ar-
eas will be ready for 
student use as school 

begins: the kitchen/serving area, 
auditorium, music room, CAD 
lab, health occupations classroom/
lab, pool locker rooms and new 
filtration system, gym floor, park-
ing lot/sidewalks, locker rooms, 
livestock lab, and storage barn.

The following work will con-
tinue into the fall:  culinary arts, 
bleachers in the gym, building 
trades expansion, metal shop, and 
the greenhouse.

We are excited for our students 
and community members to en-
joy these upgraded spaces, and we 
look forward to celebrating them 
with you. This fall, we will host a 
community open house to show-
case the renovations and thank 
everyone who helped make them 
possible.

Here’s to a wonderful year for 
the West Branch–Rose City Area 
Schools and our communities.

Welcome back for the 
2025-26 school year

The Ogemaw County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
(EDC), in partnership with Kirt-
land College, is hosting a hands-
on  Excel class  designed specifi-
cally for local business owners. 
The class will be held  Monday, 
Sept. 29, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the  Michigan Works!/Ogemaw 
County EDC offices, 2389 S. 
M-76, West Branch.

This training will focus on giv-
ing business owners the tools 
they need to maximize Microsoft 
Excel for financial tracking, data 
analysis, inventory management 
and other real-world business ap-
plications. Thanks to a unique 
registration process, including 

EDC partners with KCC to 
offer Excel class

a  QR code sign-up, participants 
can share their current skill lev-
el and learning goals in advance. 
This ensures the session is  cus-
tomized to meet the needs of 
those in the room — whether 
you’re a beginner looking for 
the basics or an experienced user 
wanting to learn advanced func-
tions.

Participants are encouraged to 
bring their own laptops  to follow 
along and practice skills in real 
time. Space is limited, so  ear-
ly registration is highly encour-
aged to guarantee your spot.

Registration: Scan the QR code 
provided by the Ogemaw County 
EDC to sign up and share your 
training needs. Deadline for regis-
tration is Monday, Sept. 15, by 5 
p.m.

Further questions,  ppayea@
michworks4u.org.

Ogemaw County

Superior News

The Ogemaw County Superior News 
is seeking an experienced freelance 
graphic designer to join our dynamic 
team. Remote position. 

For more information, including a 
detailed job description and required 
skills, please submit your resume and 
cover letter to: Publisher Deanna Sur-
brook at deanna@superior-news.com.

Graphic Designer 
IS SEEKING A

PENNY PAYEA
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS SER-

VICES & ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT FOR OGEMAW COUNTY
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« Continued from page 1
Band

musicians work to perfect their 
performance, but this is only the 
beginning. Evening rehearsals 
prior to the start of the school 
year, and daily rehearsals during 
their school day, prepare the band 
for a flawless half-time show 
worthy of acclaim.

During the week of camp, di-
rector Mark Andersen, drum 
majors Mallorey Schleicher 
and Lenny Gates, and section 
coaches, Julisa Westheim, Na-
than Jasper, Laney Short, Emily 
Smith and Sam Magoon, led the 

marching band with humor and 
expertise. 

The result? 
Smiles, displays of talent and 

camaraderie, and an obvious team 
effort that made everyone proud.

The 2025 Ogemaw Heights 
High School Marching Band 
includes 17 freshmen, 18 soph-
omores, seven juniors and five 
seniors. The seniors are Elena 
Martinez, Ayden Santos, Mallo-
rey Schleicher. Preston Poe and 
Hunter Kowalski.   

Go Falcons!

BY LAURA BENDER
The Forgotten Eagles motorcy-

cle club rolled into town on Friday, 
Aug. 8, to a warm welcome by lo-
cal veterans, police and other com-
munity members. The Forgotten 
Eagles is a non-profit organization 
formed in 2002 by concerned vet-
erans to press for the fullest possi-
ble accounting of America's POW/
MIAs, assist disabled and needy 
veterans, and to participate in com-
munity projects that benefit those 
veterans.

Money raised during the 2025 
ride will be donated to the Michi-
gan Veterans Trust Fund, the Grand 
Rapids Home for Veterans, the D.J. 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans in 
Marquette, the Aleda E. Lutz VA 
Medical Center in Saginaw, and 
Veterans Serving Veterans in Cadil-
lac. During the ceremony in West 
Branch, local veteran organizations 
added their contributions in sup-
port.

For more information about the 
Forgotten Eagles, visit https://www.
forgotteneagles.org. 

Forgotten Eagles helping fellow veterans

219 W. Houghton Ave.
West Branch

989-345-0355

Carpet • Linoleum • Blinds & More

Downtown West Branch •989-345-0355
www.MorseClark .com

Labor Day SaleLabor Day Sale
going on now!going on now!

Photo by Laura Bender
Members of the Forgotten Eagles Motorcycle Club recently honored fellow veterans, pictured above,  at the Ogemaw County Veterans Memorial in West 
Branch.

Photos by Laura Bender
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Ogemaw County Fair

Photo by Emily ReedMacie Slee warms up for the barrel races at the rodeo on Wednesday, Aug. 13.

Photo by Deanna Surbrook
For all their contributions to the Ogemaw County Fair, Eric and Shelly Clem-
ens were crowned king and queen by the fair board.

Photo by Laura Bender
The art of glass blowing was just one of many demonstrations that 
took place throughout the week in the Antique Village.

Photo by Laura Bender
There is nothing quite like the bond between a boy and his livestock.

Courtesy photo
Gracie Linsenman, of West Branch, won an 
award in the Peewee Showmanship category 
for lambs.

Delaney Quigley, of 
West Branch, had a 
very successful fair 
week with her horse, A 
Lexus Loper, a.k.a. Lexi. 
Together they won 
first places in Western 
Pleasure and Western 
Equitation, second 
in Showmanship and 
English Pleasure and 
third place in English 
Equitation. They also 
won Grand Champion 
in the 20 and over 
adult class.

Barrel race contestants 
Julia Charvat (l) and 
Sandra Ramsey (r) wear 
matching outfits.

Courtesy photo Photo by Emily Reed

Courtesy photo
Nash Linsenman, of West Branch, 
shows off his award winning drawing 
he created for the fair.

Courtesy photo
John Wiltse, 3, of Lupton is loving the fair.

Photo by Emily Reed
Reid Arnold shows off his bull riding skills at the rodeo on Wednesday, Aug. 13.
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Courtesy photo
Trent Winter, of West Branch, on his aunt’s 
horse, Cyan, competed in the Open Speed 
Show. He placed third in keyhole, third in 
barrels and first in dash.

Courtesy photo
Shannon Champagne, with her very green 
thumb, place second for her flowering pot 
and fourth for her flower hanger at the fair. 
She’s shooting for Best of Show next year.

Courtesy photo
Jolie Murchie (l-r), of Rose City, Brynlee Murchie, of West Branch, and Madelyn DeMatio, of 
West Branch are as cute as can be with all the face paint.

Courtesy photo
The National Anthem played as Millie Chrivia, 6, of Rose City, and Applejack prepare for the 
Open Performance Horse Show on Saturday, Aug. 16.

Courtesy photo
Kinsley Buck, of Rose City, visits with the many 
farm animals at the fair.

Courtesy photo
Peter Ryley Hennard VI, of Prescott, won the 
Bump and Run heat race and the main event in 
the stock division on Saturday, Aug. 

Photo by Deanna Surbrook
 Karen Brewer (l-r), Lois Bergquist and Nancy Griffin representing the Ogemaw County Historical 
Society during fair week.

Courtesy photoKendra Tullis, 2, judging by that smile, might need a pony of her own.
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Hart GMC
989-345-2571

www.hartgmc.com

Morse Clark
Furniture
Company

989-345-0355
www.morseclark.com

The Villa
Cyndi Egan

989-390-1761
cegan@villahc.com

West Branch
Collision

989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

Rob & Bigs
Moving

Company
989-387-6713

www.robandbigsmoving.com

Team 
Hodges

989-345-1022
www.TeamHodges.com

Ogemaw County  
Superior News

989-482-7695
www.Superior-News.com

Dean
Arbour

Ford
989-345-1590

www.DeanArbourFord.com

Village
Quik Lube
989-345-4410

West Branch

The Glass
Slipper

989-345-4125
TheGlassSlipperBridalShop.com

313
Designs

989-343-5032
313DesignsWB@gmail.com

Steuernol & 
McLaren

989-345-0112
www.steuernolmclaren.com

M&I
Graphics & Promotions

989-450-6163
www.mi-promoproducts.com

Red’s Property 
Maintenance

989-343-5483
www.RedsWB.com

Be Safe and Be 
Aware of your 
surroundings!
Ogemaw County 
Sheriff Brian Gilbert

Walker 
Agency of 
Michigan

989-345-1570
220 M-76 •  West Branch

Klemmer’s 
Processing
989-345-2869

2831 S. M-76
West Branch, MI 48661

Erickson 
Family 
Agency

989-345-0230
426 W. Houghton Ave.

West Branch, MI 48661

Christi Lynn
Neubecker
State Farm

989-685-3935
www.neubeckerinsurance.com

SafetySafety
vecteezy.com
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Subscription Form
Name  ______________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ______ Zip _________

Phone  ______________________________________________________

Email  ______________________________________________________

Just 
$45 Annually

Mail Check to:
Superior News LLC

P.O. Box 610523
Port Huron, MI 48061

or call
989-745-2421

to pay by credit card or
visit superior-news.com for contact form

Superior
Ogemaw County & Hale Area

 NewsYour source for positive community news.

50
Ogemaw County 
Superior News

PO Box 603
West Branch, MI 48661

Now accepting Credit/Debit Cards and Venmo
Call 989-482-7695
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Klemmer’s Klemmer’s 
ProcessingProcessing

Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
989-345-2869989-345-2869

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch

To place your Business Card here
call Kathy at

989-450-6163  or
Kathy@Superior-News.com

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

ACE ELECTRIC
PLUMBING & HEATING

   3222 W. Houghton Ave.
  West Branch, MI  48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

Stump Grinding - Sand and Gravel Delivery - Brush
Hogging - Property Cleanup - AND MORE!

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com

lucas@redswb.com

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior  NewsNewsYour Source for positive community news!Your Source for positive community news!

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

PROPANE
SALES & SERVICE

Serving ALL of
Northern Michigan

Residential & Commercial

 GRAYLING WEST BRANCH HOUGHTON LAKE
 989-348-7647 989-345-7551 989-422-6647

800-292-9295     fickandsons.com

Locally owned & operated • Price Protection Plans Available

Bill Ballard 989-345-4410  
   3149 W. Houghton, West Branch

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR
CERTIFIED MECHANICS

AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT
BRAKES • MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING
TIRES • INTERSTATE BATTERIES • BELTS & HOSES • FUEL INJECTION

STARTERS & ALTERNATORS • MINOR ENGINE • MOTOR TUNE-UP
SHOCKS & STRUTS • CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Auto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-FAuto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

Bill Ballard
3149 W. Houghton
West Branch, MI

(1/4 Mile West of M-30)
989-345-4410

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1962
Auto Repair 8-5 M-F • Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

• Tires • Interstate Batteries 
• Belts & Hoses • Fuel Injection 

• Starters & Alternators • Minor Engine 

• Motor Tune-Up • Shocks-Struts 
• ATF Automatic Transmission Fluid 

• Exchanger • Check Engine Light • Engine Repair

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
Computer Diagnostic Service 

“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS 
AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT • BRAKES 

MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS • GAS TANKS  
• AUTOMOBILE ELECTRIC SERVICE 

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING

Auto Repair 7:30-5 M-F

See answer key on page 14.
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Ogemaw County 

Superior News
Your source for positive 

community news!

Visit Our Website At
www.superior-news.com

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

38 Meter • 5 Section Z-Boom
Justin Benjamin, Scheduler

989.387.2134
Jake Wangler, Operator

989.312.3177
PO Box 679 • West Branch, MI 48661
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Road to Recovery Starts Here...

TOUR TODAY!
• 24 Hour Nursing Care
• Physical, Occupational,
  Speech Therapy
• Long Term Care

• Transportation to and from
  Appointments
• Laundry Service
• Complimentary Television/WIFI

• Daily Activities

Please Contact
Cyndi Egan

for information
989-390-1761

cegan@villahc.com

QUALITY HOMES
& MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths & More
www.AQHMS.com

30+ Years
Experience

Electrician/Builder

Rick Smith
989-836-3575

Rick@AQHMS.com

Call Today!
989-728-5955

130 East Ainsley
Hale, MI 48739

We offer a variety
of services to make
your home more
comfortable.
Financing Options Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
Service!

Services We Provide
• Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling
• HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps
• Boilers New Install and Replacement
• HVAC Preventative Maintenance
• Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service
• Plumbing Services and Install
 • Preferred Maintenance Agreements
• Eectrical Services Commercial/Residentialwww.colvinsheating.com

JMC DUMPSTERS
5 - 10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023
JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

“Our 66th Year in Business - 2nd Generation”

Free Estimates

Insurance Work
Welcome

Auto, Home,
Commercial

Mobile Service

Stone Chip
Repair

Screens

1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch
(989) 345-0616

meierglass@charter.net

Since 1957Meier Glass Service
Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane   West Branch

Landscape ContractorLandscape Contractor
• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems

• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes

lehnerscollision@yahoo.com Tim Lehner
Owner

2789 S. M-76 989-345-0577
West Branch Fax: 989-345-0767

Limited Lifetime
Warranty State Certified • FREE ESTIMATES

CHIEF
EZ-LINER

EVERGREEN 
CONTRACTING 

WEST SIDE STORAGE
State-of-the-art facility.  

24-hour access to your belongings.

Storage units from:
 10 ft. x 10 ft to 10 ft. x 40 ft units

100 sq. ft. -1,052 sq. ft.

westsidestoragewb@gmail.com

Heated Garage units available 
1955 Ski Park Rd. • West Branch

989-345-0326

MyMichigan Health has been 
named to the  Becker's Hospital 
Review  2025 list of 100 Great 
Community Hospitals. 

According to  Becker’s Hospi-
tal Review, the awarded hospitals 
stand out for delivering expert 
care, strengthening local econo-
mies and driving innovation, even 
with limited resources. Many 
have earned recognition from top 
rankings and ratings organizations 
for their exceptional clinical out-
comes, patient satisfaction and 
high performance in specialty ser-
vices. Each is deeply committed 
to uplifting its community while 
providing accessible, affordable 
care close to home. 

“We’re proud to be recog-
nized by Becker’s for delivering 
exceptional clinical care across 
every community we serve - no 
matter the size,” said Lydia Wat-
son, M.D., president and CEO, 
MyMichigan Health. “Our teams 

work tirelessly to ensure that our 
patients receive the highest stan-
dard of care, fostering trust and 
wellness throughout all of our 
communities. This honor means 
so much and is reflective of our 
commitment to excellence, equity 
and compassion in health care we 
give each and every day.” 

The  Becker's Hospital Re-
view  editorial team selected 
these standout hospitals based 
on nominations and insights from 
respected rankings and ratings or-
ganizations, including  U.S. News 
& World Report, Healthgrades, 
CMS, The Leapfrog Group, the 
National Rural Health Association 
and The Chartis Center for Rural 
Health. 

Those interested in view-
ing a complete list of winners 
may visit www.beckershospital-
review.com/rankings-and-rat-
ings/100-great-community-hospi-
tals-2025/

MyMichigan Health named 
to Becker’s 100 Great 
Community Hospitals list
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989-728-5955 877-879-8726

LEADING THE WAY IN COMFORT
• Furnaces
• Air Conditioning
• Boilers • Humidifiers
• Purifiers • Generators
• Geothermal Services
• Ductless Heating  
   and Cooling
• Maintenance Agreements

24-Hour Emergency Service

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

GRASS HOPPER • NEW HOLLAND • KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT
SIMPLICITY • HUSQVARNA

PH. (989) 345-3128

JERRY WANGLER 
DAN WARNER 255 S. M-33
JIM JONES WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

joy and hope for a better future. 
•$2,000 to The Northern Michi-

gan Child Assessment Center
Fostering the healing and re-

ducing the trauma of child abuse 
and neglect by providing preven-
tion, intervention, and advocacy 
to children and their family mem-
bers. 

•$1,000 to Ogemaw Scouting 
Association

Provides citizenship training, 
physical fitness and career ed-
ucation for youth in first grade 
through age 21.

OCUW is proud to partner with 
these community groups who are 
using United Way dollars to fund 
programs helping children, the 

elderly, handicapped people and 
the terminally ill. These local 
non-profit organizations rely upon 
the Ogemaw County United Way 
for all or part of their operating 
budgets. The OCUW is always 
seeking donations so that it can 
continue to assist those local char-
ities in need.  

If you would like to donate, you 
can send a contribution to Oge-
maw County United Way, P.O. 
Box 588, West Branch, Mich., 
48661. You may also wish to in-
quire with your employer about 
the availability of a payroll de-
duction. Contributions of any size 
would be greatly appreciated.

« Continued from page 3

Grants

« Continued from page 1

Morris

Courtesy Photo
Korean War veteran Doyle Brindley achieved the grand age of 95 on July 8, 2005. At a recent surprise party in his hon-
or, 120 of his closest family members and friends helped him celebrate. Doyle’s wife, Sharron, made sure he attended 
in a shirt appropriate for the occasion. It said, “I’m not old. I’m a classic.” Pictured (l-r) are great grandsons Leo and 
Collin Stubby, granddaughter Chrystal Stubby, son and daughter-in-law, Leo and Tammy Stubby, and Sharron and 
Doyle Brindley.

Happy 95th Birthday Doyle Brindley

See puzzle on page 12.

Civil War Cemetery Walk
Saturday, September 6th, 2025, 1-3:00 pm

Richland Cemetery
Scheffer Rd, Prescott, MI 

Saturday, September 20, 2025, 1-3:00 pm 
Rose City Cemetery

Corner Page & Wilber Streets, Rose City

StorieS of the battleS & liveS of our SoldierS. 

Sponsored by:  
Ogemaw County Genealogical & Historical Society 

Rose City Area Historical Society  
Ogemaw East Branch Library

For more info contact Lois - 989-915-8597

$5.00 Donation 
You will receive a booklet about our soldiers.

Rain or Shine! Cider & Donuts!

Fourth Street in West Branch.”
Today, Morris-Richardson 

Real Estate, located at 3148 W. 
M 76 in West Branch, is Oge-
maw County’s oldest real estate 
agency. They are members of the 
Northeastern Michigan Board of 
Realtors Multi List Service cov-
ering Ogemaw, Iosco and Arenac 
counties, especially the towns of 
West Branch, Rose City, St. Hel-
en, Lupton, Alger, Hale, Tawas 
and Prescott.

“My dad started out as a land 
developer. He broke up a lot of 
parcels in Ogemaw County,” Greg 
said. “He also had a satellite of-
fice for a time in Gaylord, where 
he did a lot of work for the Fisher 
Brothers. I think he also did a lot 
of snowmobiling.”

Greg’s older brother, Ron, was 
the first to join their father Jack 
in the growing family business. 
Right after high school, Greg 
got a job laying asphalt. Then 
he spent some time as a truck 
driver, but felt it kept him away 
from home too much. Looking 
for greater stability, he joined the 
agency in 1978. A short time lat-
er, Jack died. Greg and Ron con-
tinued working together until Ron 
died in 2004.

Most of what Greg sells now 
are residential and commercial 
properties. 

“Currently, I have 93 listed,” he 
said. “But the market fluctuates. 
During the real estate downturn 
around 2008, I had 200 listings 
averaging four years on the mar-
ket. Having been in the business 
for a long time, I just wait for a 
turnaround.”

Greg has been named Real-
tor of the Year three times by the 
Northeastern Board of Realtors. 
He is especially proud of this hon-
or because it is a peer-nominated 
award. 

“I’ve been in the business long 
enough to be serving third-gener-
ation clients. There is one piece of 
property that I’ve sold six times,” 
he said. “Another that sticks in 
my memory is one that sold it-
self. As I was driving the client 
through the vacant land along the 
west branch of the Rifle River, 
four deer stood on the edge of the 
dirt road. 

“Soon, we passed two more. 
Then a flock of partridges flew 
overhead. Near the river sat a 
family of ducks, and in the riv-
er, the salmon were running.,” 
Greg added. “The client, who 

was looking for a piece of land to 
bring him close to nature, made 
only one comment. ‘I’ll take it.’”

Besides real estate, Greg’s oth-
er passion is the Ogemaw Browns 
football team. For 20 years, he 
coached the third through eighth 
graders and continues now to 
manage the stats for varsity 
games. 

“A few kind words to these kids 
can stay with them through their 
entire lives,” he said. 

And as with his real estate busi-
ness, he is now seeing the chil-
dren of his former players joining 
the team.

With 65 years of faithful ser-
vice to the community, it is only 
natural for Morris-Richardson 
Real Estate to get its best referrals 
from past generations. Happy An-
niversary, Greg. Your father, Jack, 
and your brother, Ron, would be 
proud.  

Morris-Richardson Real Es-
tate is ready to help clients find 
a home or business property, in-
cluding an "up north" getaway. 
For detailed information on any 
listing, visit https://mrrehomes.
com/. Question? Call Greg at 989-
345-2828 or email him at Greg@
MrreHomes.com. 



AUG 23 - SEPT 12, 2025	 PAGE 15 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWS

ROB
and

BIG’S
MOVING

COMPANY

Rob and Big’s Moving Company
‘Big or Small, We’ll Move it All.’

Licensed and Insured
Based out of West Branch, Michigan

robandbigsmoving.com
Like us on Facebook!

Rob DeGentenaar
989-387-6713

JMC
DUMPSTERS

989-343-5023

5 - 10 - 20 - 30
yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw,
Iosco, Oscoda and Arenac Counties 

Call Jack Morris

Real Estate

Moving

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month • 1 x 2” for only $30 a month
• 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

Dumpster Rental

$5 and it runs for a maximum of 3 months!
The Ogemaw County Superior 

News offers $5 private party, 20 
word classified ads and we will 
run the ad for a maximum of 3 
months.

For help wanted, homes for 
sale/rent, commercial property 
for sale/rent or any other busi-
ness type ad, we charge $5 for 20 
words for a one time run.

If you want to add a photo to 
the ad, it is an additional, one 
time charge of $5.

You can submit your ad via 
email at kathy@superior-news.
com or U.S. mail at: P.O. Box 
603, West  Branch, MI 48661. 
If you have questions call (989) 
450-6163.

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale

King mattress, very clean. 
Good condition. $100. 989-
345-3477.

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior  NewsNews

www.superior-news.com

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior News News

Check us out on
Facebook! 

@Superior News

Public Hearings and Notices

Electric rototiller. Powerful 
and really good condition. 
Located in West Branch. 
Call 989-701-9027.

CITY OF ROSE CITY
REGULAR MEETING

JULY 1, 2025
Mayor Michael Samples called the Regular Council Meeting of the City of 
Rose City to order at 6:05 p.m. on July 1, 2025.
Present: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent 
Hinkley, Claire Myers-6:10.
 Absent: none
Others present: City Clerk Jennifer Hurley, Treasurer Carol Lee Butler, DPW 
Supervisor Cody Curley, Police Chief Allen Muma, Deputy Clerk Nicole Pen-
nell, Brenda Butler, Theresa Erickson
A Motion made by Mr. Hamel and seconded by Mr. Hinkley to approve the 
agenda.  Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Herrick to approve the 
Minutes for the June 17, 2025 Regular Rose City Council Meeting. Ayes: All.  
Nays: None. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Hamel to pay bills as 
presented, in the amounts of $55,915.78 from the Common Cash Account 
and $1,007.06 from the Sewer Account. Ayes: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, 
Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent Hinkley. Nays: None.  Motion carried.
Nicole Pennell gave an All-Ages Committee Report.
Theresa Erickson gave a DDA/Planning Report.
Cody Curley gave a DPW report.
Allen Muma gave a Police Report.
Carol Lee Butler gave a Treasurers Report.
Mayor Michael Samples gave mayor comments.
A Motion made by Mr. Evans and seconded by Mr. Hamel to approve the 
request to apply for the MAMC grant. Ayes: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, 
Claire Myers, Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent Hinkley. Nays: None. Motion 
carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Hamel to accept the 
appointment of Mark Berdan and Kristina Danforth as Rose City’s repre-
sentatives for the Interlocal Community Center. Ayes: Brent Hinkley, Ashley 
Herrick, Scott Hamel, Claire Myers, Don Freeman, Anthony Evans. Nays: 
None. Motion carried. 
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Herrick to approve the 
Resolution to appoint Cody Curley as the Street administrator. Ayes: Anthony 
Evans, Don Freeman, Claire Myers, Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent Hin-
kley. Nays: None. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Hamel to approve the 
banner for the Chamber of Commerce. Ayes: Brent Hinkley, Ashley Herrick, 
Scott Hamel, Claire Myers, Don Freeman, Anthony Evans. Nays: None. 
Motion carried. 
A Motion made by Mrs. Meyers and seconded by Mr. Hamel to accept the 
resignation of Mary Florian from BOR. Ayes: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, 
Claire Myers, Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent Hinkley. Nays: None. Motion 
carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Hamel to remove Chase 
Wiltse from the City Credit Card. Ayes: Brent Hinkley, Ashley Herrick, Scott 
Hamel, Claire Myers, Don Freeman, Anthony Evans. Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Hamel to add Cody 
Curley to the City Credit Card with a limit of $5,000.00. Ayes: Anthony Evans, 
Don Freeman, Clair Myers, Scott Hamel, Ashley Herrick, Brent Hinkley. Nays: 
None. Motion carried.

A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Herrick to appoint 
Anthony Evans to the Critical Fire Management system. Ayes: Brent Hinkley, 
Ashley Herrick, Scott Hamel, Claire Myers, Don Freeman, Anthony Evans. 
Nays: None. Motion carried

A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Herrick to adjourn at 
7:02 p.m. Ayes: All.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

CITY OF ROSE CITY
REGULAR MEETING

JULY 15, 2025
Mayor Protem Scott Hamel called the Regular Council Meeting of the City of 
Rose City to order at 6:03 p.m. on July 15, 2025.
Present: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, Brent Hinkley, Claire Myers
Absent: Mayor Mike Samples (excused), Ashley Herrick (excused)
Others present: City Clerk Jennifer Hurley, Treasurer Carol Lee Butler, DPW 
Supervisor Cody Curley and Amy Hensel.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Meyers to approve the 
agenda.  Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mrs. Meyers and seconded by Mr. Don Freeman to ap-
prove the Minutes for the July 1, 2025 Regular Rose City Council Meeting. 
Ayes: All.  Nays: None. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mr. Evans to pay bills as 
presented, in the amounts of $28,444.84 from the Common Cash Account 
and $2,070.23 from the Sewer Account. Ayes: Anthony Evans, Don Free-
man, Claire Myers, Scott Hamel, Brent Hinkley. Nays: None.  Motion carried.
Brent Hinkley gave a Fireboard Report.
Cody Curley gave a DPW report.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Meyers to approve the 
purchase of a flail mower up to $5,000. Ayes: Brent Hinkley, Claire Myers, 
Don Freeman, Anthony Evans. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Carol Lee Butler gave a treasures report.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Meyers to accept H2O 
Towers estimate for $4,750.00 Ayes: Anthony Evans, Don Freeman, Claire 
Myers, Brent Hinkley. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
A Motion made by Mrs. Meyers and seconded by Mr. Evans to approve the 
purchase of the flatbed truck in the amount of $8,500.00. Ayes: Claire Myers, 
Don Freeman, Anthony Evans Nays: Brent Hinkley. Motion carried.
A Motion made by Mr. Hinkley and seconded by Mrs. Meyers to adjourn at 
7:20 p.m. Ayes: All.  Nays: None. Motion carried.                  
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Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
989-345-2869989-345-2869

Like us on Facebook

Klemmer’s ProcessingKlemmer’s Processing

• Assorted Fresh Cut Meats
• Handmade Smoked Sausage

• Bacon & Beef Sticks

Let us take care of allLet us take care of all
your  processing needs.your  processing needs.

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-76 • West Branch, MI 48661

Stop in and see us forStop in and see us for
all your grilling all your grilling meats!meats!


