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Speaking up to save lives:
Local woman’s breast cancer journey

Courtesy photo

Since her battle with breast cancer, birthdays are even a bit sweeter for Dana

Gray.

BY LAURA BENDER

In November 2024, Dana Gray,
a retired Whittemore-Prescott El-
ementary School teacher, became
Heartland Hospice s volunteer co-
ordinator. Sixty years young, she
is the perfect person to support
volunteers, bring joy to her pa-
tients and model hope and resil-
ience for the rest of us.

Then she got some bad news.

Here is her story in her own
words.

“When you asked me to talk
about my breast cancer experi-
ence, | wasn’t sure I could do it,”
said Dana. “Then I remembered
something that happened when I
was eight months pregnant.

As our lawn was being mowed,
my four-year-old son and I were
outside talking with the neighbor.
Suddenly he ran in front of the
lawnmower, and when it hit him,
he slipped underneath. Thankful-
ly, the blades were not running.
I ran to him to pull him out. His
foot had been badly cut. When

BREAST CANCER continues on page 8 »

From West Branch to the World Stage

Alex Rose Makes History

BY LAURA BENDER

Alex Rose, an Ogemaw Heights
High School alum with dual citi-
zenship in Samoa, has just made
history. At the World Athletics
Championships in Tokyo, Rose,
a 33-year-old discus thrower, se-
cured Samoa's first ever global
medal in athletics with a throw of
66.96 meters for bronze. Transla-
tion: He threw a 4.4-pound discus
219.68 feet.

“I started throwing discus when
I was 16,” Alex said. “I’d primar-
ily played football, and did track
as a side sport. I fell in love with
discus. Unlike team sports, where
if something doesn’t go right you
can blame the offense or defense,
discus is cut and dry. The circle
is the same size. The discus is the
same weight for everyone. How
far are you going to throw? Are
you better than your competitors?
It’s just you and the circle.”

Alex’s former coach at OHHS,
Douglas Grezeszak, said, “Alex
is the nicest guy. I've followed
his career since he was in high
school. Over the years I've

attended some of his com-
petitions around the coun-
try.

“I love to watch him
throw. As a retired physics
teacher, I’ve often joked i
with Alex that throwing a {4 %
discus is really just an ap- J
plied physics experiment,”
he added. “I guess that’s P
why I like it so much.”

At Central Michigan
University, Rose contin-
ued to compete. In 2011,
he earned All-Ameri-
can honors with a fifth
place showing. The fol-
lowing year, he won the
Mid-American  Confer-
ence crown.

After college, Alex be-

ally, first at small meets around
the country, then at larger, interna-
tional events. He hired Dane Mill-
er, a certified International Level
coach in USA Weightlifting and
USA Track and Field, to prepare
him for competition. Prior to win-
ning bronze at the World Athletics

Courtesy photo
Ogemaw Heights High School graduate, Alex
Rose, recently earned a bronze medal in discus
at the World’s Athletics Championships in
Tokyo. He is headed to the 2028 Summer Olym-
gan thI'OWiIlg prOfeSSiOﬂ- pics in Los Angeles.

Championships in Tokyo, Alex
had competed in the six previous
championships, taking him to Bu-
dapest, Oregon, Doha, London,
Beijing and Moscow.

Since Alex’s father Ross was
born and raised in Samoa, Alex

ROSE continues on page 7 »
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OHHS Homecoming royalty

Corie Kanitz and
Keara Wangler
were crowned the
Ogemaw Heights

| High School home-
coming king and
queen on Friday,
Sept. 26, during
halftime of the big
game. The OHHS
Falcons crushed
Clare 41-7.

Celebrating in Ogemaw County

BY DEANNA SURBROOK

Looking for a “ghoulish” good
time?

There’s lots to see and do in
October for all your little ghosts
and goblins all the way up to Hal-
loween night.

Kicking things off, the Oge-
maw County Fairgrounds is host-
ing a two-weekend Halloween
Spooktaculor on Friday, Oct. 10,
and Saturday, Oct. 11, and Fri-
day, Oct. 17, and Saturday, Oct.
18. Lots of fun and spooky activ-
ities for all ages are planned. For
more information and schedule of
events, visit their Facebook page.

The Rose City Fall Festi-
val is on Saturday, Oct. 11, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Rose City
Park. Bounce houses, face paint-
ing, caricatures, hot dogs, kid’s
games, pumpkins and vendors are
planned. Children’s costume con-
testat 1 p.m.

A soup cook-off is also planned
in two categories - chicken noodle
soup and potato soup. Drop off
is from 10:20 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.,
with judging beginning at 11 a.m.
The first place winners receive
$50.

Michigan Works! Region 7B’s
Ogemaw County Service Cen-
ter is hosting a Football Tailgate
Trunk or Treat on Thursday, Oct.
23, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., at
2389 S. M-76, West Branch. This
family-friendly event combines
the excitement of Friday Night
Football, the fun of a tailgate and
the community spirit of trick-or-
treating.

A Halloween Parade is sched-
uled in Skidway Lake, Saturday,
Oct. 25, at 3 p.m. The parade
route is from Skunk Hollow to
the boardwalk. Line up starts at
2 p.m. at Rosati’s Market. All are
welcome to join the parade. Call
or text April at 989-578-8768
with questions.

Also on Oct.25, the Whittemore
Chamber of Commerce is hosting
a trunk or treat at the Whittemore

HALLOWEEN continues on page 11 »
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Full Service Body Shop

We offer Glass Repair & Replacement
STATE CERTIFIED « FREE ESTIMATES

2789 S. M-76, West Branch, MI 48661 9089-343-0577

www.lehnerscollision.com

Tim Lehner, Owner & Manager

Fax: 989-343-0767
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With everything changing daily, if not hourly, we would advise that you call ahead to be sure the event is still scheduled.

Ongoing

Mondays - Disabled American
Veterans meet the third Monday, 5
p.m. at the VFW/American Legion
Post 496 E. Houghton Ave. in West
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.
Mondays - Rose City Lions Club
meets the second and fourth Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at the Log Cabin in
the Rose City Park. Call Ed 989-
387-0609.

Mondays - (Second of each
month) Coalition of Hope
9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide
prevention, intervention and post-
vention. Call 989-345-5571.
Monday - (Third of each month,
April-Dec.) Ogemaw County Ge-
nealogical and Historical Society
12:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave.,
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.
Tuesdays - Kiwanis Club of West
Branch meets at noon at Chi-
na Inn, 601 W. Houghton Ave. in
West Branch. Call 989-345-0978.
Tuesdays - Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.,,
April through November, except
August. Meet at the Rose City Li-
ons Club Cabin. Call Cathy 989-
345-5659.

Tuesdays - T.O.P.S. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) weigh in at 1-1:30
p.m., meeting starts at 1:30-2 p.m.
Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic, 2106
S. Gray Rd. in West Branch. Call
Robin 989-343-0592.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Creative Arts Asso-
ciation meeting, 7 p.m. located at
124 N. Fourth St. in West Branch.

Call 989-345-1451.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants  Association meeting,
6 p.m. Held at the West Branch
City Police Department. Call 989-
345-5226.

Tuesdays - (Second of each month)
Christian Motorcycle Association
6 p.m. for food and fellowship, 7
p.m. business meeting at G’s Pizze-
ria, 200 W. Houghton Ave. in West
Branch. Call Gary 989-343-9876.
Tuesdays - (Fourth of each month)
Rifle River Quilt Guild 9:30 a.m.
at the K of C Hall, 601 Columbus
Dr. in West Branch. The meeting
will be followed by a Show and Tell,
mini-classes, quilting tips, demos
and time to sew. Bring your sewing
machine, a project and your lunch.
Any level of quilter is welcome.
Call Diane 989-345-7206.
Tuesdays - (Third of each month)
Cardinal Optimist Club of Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 5:30 p.m.
at Café International, 4761 Sage
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet
989-387-2640.

Tuesdays - (Second of each month)
Survivors of Suicide Support
Group 6:30 p.m. Call Vicki 989-
510-0911 or info@coalitionofhope.
net for location. National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline 800-273-8255
or text 741741.

Tuesdays - (Fourth of each
month) Ogemaw County Dem-
ocratic Party 5pm at China Inn
downtown West Branch. Call Ken
at (989) 345-1066.

Tuesdays - (Fourth of each month)
Ogemaw County Republican Par-
ty meeting 5:30 p.m. at G’s Pizzeria

in downtown West Branch. Call
Kristine 989-343-5120.

Tuesday - (Last of each month)
Diabetes Support Group 1-2 p.m.
Medical Arts Center, diabetes edu-
cation conference room. Call 989-
343-3276.

Wednesdays - West Branch Area
Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Organization meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at
5:30 p.m. Different locations each
month. Call 989-745-4067 for in-
formation.

Wednesdays - (First of each
month) Veterans coffee hour 9-10
a.m. Held at the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, 1528 S.
M-33 in West Branch. Call 989-
345-3010.

Wednesdays - (First and third)
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m.
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Hansen
Rd. in West Branch. Open to the
entire community. Call 989-345-
5440.

Thursdays-GriefShare  Support
Group. 2-4 p.m. Fresh Start Com-
munity Church, 690 Campbell Rd.,
West Branch. March 7 through
May 30. $20 for workbook. Schol-
arships available. Call Brenda 989-
312-0105 for registration or info.
Thursdays - (First and third of
each month) Newborn Parent
Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch in
the executive dining room. Call
800-999-3199.

Thursdays - Northern Blend
Sweet Adelines meets every week
7 p.m. at Logan Township Hall,
4507 E. M-55, Prescott. Call Ellen
989-345-0978.

Thursdays - (Second and fourth)
Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knitting, nee-
dlework, and friendship. Whatever
you craft. Ogemaw Commission
on Aging, 1528 S. M-33 in West
Branch. Call Alicia 989-345-3010,
ext. 201.

Thursdays - (Third of each month)
Rose City/Lupton Chamber of
Commerce meets at 6:30 p.m. at
the Rose City Council Chambers.
Call Carl 989-473-3268.
Thursdays - Optimist Club of
West Branch meets at 7 a.m. at
the Loggers Depot in West Branch.
Call 989-942-6608.

Thursdays - The Ogemaw County
Fair board meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in the main
building at the fairgrounds. Call
989-345-5393.

Oct 12
Texas Hold’em Tournament,
to benefit Max-Well Therapy
Center, Sunday, Oct. 12, noon,
West Branch Moose Lodge, 1731
W. State Rd., West Branch. All
proceeds go towards the Center.

Oct 16

Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic,
2106 Gray Rd., presents Oper-
ation: Game Night, Thursday,
Oct. 16, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Food, si-
lent and live auctions and games.
Free admission. All proceeds
from the event benefit the clinic.

Oct 17 & 18
Tolfree Trail of Tricks &
Treats, Friday, Oct. 17, and Sat-
urday, Oct. 18, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m,,

Tolfree Wellness Park, 2463
M-30, West Branch. Halloween
themed walk along the Tolfree
Wellness Trail, trick-or-treating
stations, games and more. Cost
is $10 per adult, children 12 and
under are $5 or $25 for the whole
family. Proceeds from the event
go to the MyMichigan Medical
Center West Branch Cancer Fund.

Oct 25

Fall Harvest Craft Show, Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, 9 am. to 2 p.m,,
Faith Lutheran Church, 5315
Henderson Lake Rd., Prescott.

Craft Show, sponsored by
the Cardinal Optimist Club of
Skidway Lake, Saturday, Nov.
I, 9 am. to 3 p.m., Whitte-
more-Prescott High School, 6001
Mills Rd., Whittemore. For more
information, contact April at 989-
578-8768.

Nov 1

Craft Show, sponsored by
the Cardinal Optimist Club of
Skidway Lake, Saturday, Nov.
1, 9 am. to 3 p.m. Whitte-
more-Prescott High School, 6001
Mills Rd., Whittemore. For more
information, contact April at 989-
578-8768.

To place your event in the
Community Happenings,
email information to
deanna@superior-news.com

FAITH &N/OR SHIP

God is love

“No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,

3925 Round Lake Road,
Gladwin, MI 48624
989-426-6897
Sunday School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:30
www.gladwincornerstone.com

Pastor Scott Bradstreet

will be able to separate us

from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—Romans 8:37-39 NIV

God is love. And He loves us all no
matter where we are in life. God’s
love is unconditional. God’s love is
without limit. God loves us so much
and his love is so deep that nothing
can change his love or stop him from
loving us.

God loves us in all seasons of

Churchill United

Methodist Church
501 E. State Rd.

(corner of State and Morrison roads)
989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Helen Alford

life. God loves us every second of
everyday. God loves us. God’s love
is permanent. God’s love can never
fade away.

God loves us and because of his love
he cares for us. God Himself his love.
God is full of love.

When | am waking up it's God loving
me, God loves me in every situation
and his love is always present in our
lives. Even when | am not feeling
well, his love is still there and yes
| am not feeling well but that does
not stop God from loving me, God
does not want me to be in pain but
his love is present to heal me of the
ain. When | feel disappointed God
oves me.

When | have failed God loves me.
We need to start believing and ac-
cepting that God is love and he loves
us deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

Caluary Baptist Cliwnct

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. * Youth Group - 5:30 p.m.

Pastor Tom Teall * Youth Pastor Josh Pierce
www.cbcwb.org

235 Minzer Ct. - West Branch
989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages

Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. * Awana - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Edward’s Community
Church
4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227
Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)

New Beginnings
Lutheran Church
960 S. M-33, next to Ogemaw

Heights High School,
West Branch, MI
Pastor Daniel Jansen
989-836-6133
Sunday Service - 9 a.m.

@

Hale Methodist Church
Everyone Welcome! Pastor: Mike Tullis
Sunday Worship - 10am; Sunday School - 11am

Youth, Women & Men’s groups &
Trick or Trunk or Treat

Friday, Oct 31
5-7pm at the Church

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church

Coffee and donuts with local

law enforcement

OB
gemayy County Prosecutor

|

]

|
Courtesy photo

On Wednesday, Oct. 1, law enforcement members representing the Ogemaw County Prosecutor's Office, Ogemaw
County Sheriff's Office, West Branch Police Department, Rose City Police Department, Michigan State Police and the
Department of Natural Resources were on hand at the West Branch Meijer to listen to concerns of local citizens and
answer any questions the public may have had regarding various state and local regulations. The event was well
attended, and officers were able to share free coffee and donuts with shoppers supplied by Meijer. The Ogemaw
County law enforcement community is grateful to Meijer for supplying the space and treats for such a good educa-

tional event.

LEADING THE WAY IN COMFORT

HEATING 8C0OLing

989-728-5955

* Furnaces
* Air Conditioning

e Boilers * Humidifiers
e Purifiers * Generators
e Geothermal Services

* Ductless Heating
and Cooling

* Maintenance Agreements

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

@

GENERAC
]

AUTHORIZED DEALER

877-879-8726

24-Hour Emergency Service
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Riding to benefit fellow veterans

Courtesy photo

The American Legion Post 370 Riders donated the proceeds from their ride to the Ogemaw County Veterans Alliance.
Jeff Nichols, director of the Ogemaw County Office of Veterans Affairs, received the $2,400 check, which included
donations from the American Legion Post 370 Auxiliary and Northland Credit Union.

New STEM class kicks

off at
e N\

St. Joseph School

Courtesy photos

St. Joseph School, in West Branch, has added a new course to its curriculum this year. The seventh and eighth graders
have begun the new Science/Technology/Engineering/Math (STEM) course. The first challenge was the Index Card
Bridge Challenge. The students designed a bridge made of index cards and tested it by adding weight to the bridge
until it colapsed. It looks like some heavy weights. Have a great year St. Joseph School students.

MyMichigan Medical Centers host
International Wave of Light ceremony

MyMichigan Medical Cen-
ters in Alma, Midland and West
Branch will host the International
Wave of Light, an annual event
that supports grieving parents and
honors the babies they have lost.
The event is open to the public
and all are welcome to attend.

Observed each year on Oct. 15
as part of International Pregnan-
cy and Infant Loss Remembrance
Day, the Wave of Light unites
communities around the world.
At 7 p.m. local time, partici-
pants light candles or luminaries

to create a continuous “wave of
light” around the globe. The cer-
emony recognizes those who have
experienced miscarriage, ectopic
pregnancy or stillbirth, as well
as families who have lost infants
to sudden infant death syndrome
(SIDS) and other causes.

Each year, maternity center
staff ay MyMichigan Health plan
and host the local observanc-
es. This year’s recognition events
will take place at 7 p.m. at the fol-
lowing locations:

MyMichigan Medical Center

Alma — 300 E. Warwick Dr., Alma

MyMichigan Medical Center
Midland — 4000 Wellness Dr.,
Midland

MyMichigan Medical Center
West Branch — 2630 S. M-30,
West Branch (a lighted walk will
take place at the pavilion)

During the ceremonies, candles
or luminaries will be lit in honor
of pregnancies and infants lost but
never forgotten.

For more information, visit my-
michigan.orgJmymichigan.org or
our Facebook event page.

Vietnam veteran receives
eagle-headed cane

P
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Photo by Laura Bender

Vietnam veteran John Peralta receives an eagle-headed cane carved by Mike
Thorne, commander of the VFW Post 3775 in West Branch. John served in the
United States Navy from 1966 to 1972. While on active duty, he was assigned
to Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron One, an aviation unit based in Atsugi,
Japan. Nicknamed the “World Watchers,” the unit's role was aerial reconnais-
sance and signals intelligence. As an aircraft mechanic, John kept the World

Watchers flying.

Ogemaw Heights HOSA takes
on Gift of Life Challenge

Annual campaign supports do-
nor families and patients waiting
for transplants

Ogemaw Heights HOSA is
proud to announce its participa-
tion in the eighth annual Gift of
Life Michigan HOSA (Health
Occupation Students of America)
Challenge, a five-week service
project that saves lives, beginning
Oct. 6 to Nov 7.

The initiative gives students a
unique chance to combine their
passion for healthcare with the
life-saving mission of organ and
tissue donation. Their work will
directly impact more than 2,600
Michigan patients waiting for or-
gan transplants.

Michigan teens join the Mich-
igan Organ Donor Registry at
lower rates than their peers in
other states. It’s not because
they’re less generous, but because
they often lack the education
to make an informed decision.
HOSA students can help change
that by sharing facts about dona-
tion with their peers and provid-
ing opportunities to register as
donors.

“The HOSA Challenge is more
than just a service project,” said
Dorrie Dils, president and CEO
of Gift of Life Michigan. “It’s
a movement to inspire the next
generation of healthcare profes-
sionals to become advocates for
organ and tissue donation.”

During the challenge, students
recruit classmates and commu-
nity members to join the Michi-
gan Organ Donor Registry. Par-
ticipants can earn cash prizes by
completing activities that educate
others about the importance of
donation.

Gift of Life Michigan and Oge-
maw Heights HOSA are excited
to partner on this life-saving ini-
tiative. We invite media, commu-
nity leaders and the public to join
us in supporting the Gift of Life
Michigan HOSA Challenge.

To sign up in honor of Oge-
maw Heights, visit golm.org/go/
ohhshosa

For more information about
the HOSA Challenge, visit www.
golm.org/hosa

Push, roll, cheer - Fall is

here

BY LAURA BENDER

A steep hill. A round pumpkin.
What have you got? The Great
Pumpkin Push!

Calling all children to see
how far and fast they can move
a pumpkin down the big hill in
Irons Park.

Sponsored by the American

Legion Post 103 and the Ogemaw
County Veterans Alliance, the
fun includes refreshments and a
chance to win prizes. Bring your
friends and family for a frolick-
ing good time, Saturday, Oct. 11,
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Come celebrate the season
with a Dazzlingly “Gourd-geous”
Downhill Dash!
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KIWANIS OF
WEST BRANCH
Come be a part of our

team. The Kiwanis

fourth Tuesdays of
each month at G's

e KiWANG
CORNER

club, come on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the
month at noon at the First
United Methodist
Church on the cor-
ner of Fairview and
State roads, West
Branch.

Pizzeria, West
Branch. Any-
one interested in
learning about
our organiza-
tion is welcome
to attend. If you
would like to be
a guest speaker
to show us what
you do, call Den-
ny 315-725-1199.
We are rebuilding our club. If
you want to help the children
of West Branch and around the
world, we are here.

AKTION CLUB OF

WEST BRANCH

The Aktion Club continues
to collect bottles and cans. You
can call 315-725-1199 and
make arrangements for pick up
or drop off locations.

We will be handing out
checks at our October meeting
to organizations that help in
the community.

We attended our annual con-
vention this past weekend. We
gathered at Camp Henry this
year. There were 48 members
from other clubs around the
state there. We completed joint
task service project, Camp Fire
for S’mores, and more.

Those with special needs
interested in joining our

—
x

DENNY SHUMWAY

OGEMAW
COUNTY FOOD
PANTRY

Donations of
food or money are
always needed to
help us with the
influx of families.
You can add to
your grocery bill at
Meijer Store with
the card found at
the checkouts or customer ser-
vice. We will take donations
every Wednesday of the month
from 8:30 to 11 am. We are
located in the outreach building
behind the Trinity Episcopal
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave.,
PO Box 543, West Branch. We
want to thank those that have
donated.

If bad weather, call ahead
at 315-725-1199 to see if we
are open. We are open every
Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. or
until we run out of food. Fam-
ilies can come once a month.
This institution is an equal op-
portunity provider.

Food Truck

The monthly food truck will
be at the First United Church
on the corner of Fairview and
State Streets on October 17,
2025. Line-up at 9 am. This
institution is an equal opportu-
nity provider.
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Homeschool students and parents

£

SALLY A. REA
HISTORIAN AND CURATOR

On Sept. 12, the home-
schooled students in West
Branch and their parents
did a tour of the Oge-
maw County Museum.

visit historical museum

Bree Miller organized the
tour, and we were really
pleased they wanted to
visit us. I believe they really en-
joyed their tour and would like to
come back next year and tour the
garage. The students were very
well behaved. Thanks, Bree.

My niece, Amy Gildner Frans-
ee, let me borrow her artifact col-
lections that she found in 2020.
She discovered an old cabin foun-
dation behind their house and now
has a great collection that she
started which is on display at our

museum. You must come in and
see her collection. She has an old
flat iron, marbles, beads, tooth-
brush, Indian pottery pieces, a to-
ken, pennies, and wire. Also, a lot
of metal pieces. Amy is still dig-
ging, and I am looking forward to
seeing what else she might find.
Peggy Rogers has donated
some clay marbles to the museum
that belonged to Ralph Fisk when
he was about five years old. They

P

Courtesy photo

A group of homeschooled students in West Branch recently visited the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Historical Museum.

were amazed how good a shape
they were in.

Our hours are still the same, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursdays and
Fridays. Appointments can be
made for other times. Phone num-
ber is 989-701-2525. Don’t forget
our RADA Cutlery, “Driving Tour
Books,” “History of Prescott,”
“Purple Gang Books" and the
“Country School Books” that are
for sale.

Cardinal Optimist Club to host craft show

BY LADONNA SCHULTZ

One of the most crucial activ-
ities that enables the Cardinal
Optimist Club of Skidway Lake
to thrive is fundraising. It allows
our nonprofits to provide pro-
grams such as: Fun
in the Sun; Bike Ro-
deo; Teen Fun Day;
Fishing Derby; Essay
Contests; Hygiene
Bags, and much more.
In fact, without fund-
raising our organiza-
tion could not provide
free of charge the
many local events the
community has come
to count on.

In this spirit, the COCOSL is
holding a craft show on Nov. I,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Whit-
temore/Prescott  High  School.

'LADONNA SCHULTZ

This event is a chance to show-
case local artisans who will be
selling unique handmade items in
a fun and wholesome atmosphere
making it enjoyable for adults and
kids to attend. There is no entry
fee, however, if
you wish to donate
a box of Kleenex,
boxes will be col-
lected and donated
to the Whittemore/
Prescott schools for
teachers to use in
their classrooms.
The craft show
will also feature a
50/50 raffle, vendor
raffle, luncheon, and a meat raffle.
All winners will be chosen at 3
p.m. on the day of the event. Tick-
ets for all can be purchased at the
event before the drawing or meat

tickets may be purchased ahead of
time from any COCOSL member.

The tickets for the Meat Raffle
are $5 apiece. First prize is a $400
meat gift card from Klemmer’s
Meat Market. The second-place
prize is a $200 meat gift card,
and third place prize is a $100
meat gift card, also redeemable at
Klemmer’s Meat Market.

So, if you are looking to scent
your home, accessorize your
wardrobe with unique and gor-
geous jewelry, or stay warm this
winter with homemade knitted
winter accessories, stop by our
craft show. You are sure to find
many treasures available to buy
right before the Christmas holi-
days that you and your family can
enjoy. And in doing so, help our

CRAFT SHOW continues on page 5 »

OPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL

Optimist Updates

BY JOE BELL

The Optimist Club of West
Branch meets every Thursday
morning at 7 a.m. at Loggers De-
pot in downtown West Branch.
They offer us a great break-
fast with many menu options to
choose from. We would love to
have you come and join us for
breakfast and let us show you
what the Optimist Club is work-
ing on next to benefit the chil-
dren of our community and the
world.

Beginning Oct. 1, local stu-
dents could participate in the
Optimist Essay Contest. Students
are asked to write an essay on

JOE BELL, VICE PRESIDENT
this year's topic: “How My Acts
of Service Help Me Understand
What My Community Means to
Me!” Local students can work
with their teachers to develop
their essay and submit them to
our club. Local winners can win
up to $500 dollars and go on to
compete at the state level. State
competition pays $2,500 for first
place, $1,500 for second, and
$1,000 for third place. If you
have a student who may be inter-
ested in competing, please reach

out to our club at Loggers Depot
on Thursdays or contact their
teachers.

On Oct. 31, we are having the
annual Halloween party at the
Surline Middle School on State
Street in West Branch. Doors
open at 6 p.m. and stay open un-
til 8 p.m. Numerous games with
candy prizes will be available in-
cluding the Guillotine, the Elec-
tric Chair, Walk the Plank, and
Skee Ball. Bags of candy will be
passed out to participants as they
leave the building. The Kiwanis
Club will be handing out pop-
corn too. We appreciate their par-
ticipation in and support of this
event.

We close each meeting by re-
citing the Optimist Creed, part
of which states: “Promise your-
self to talk health, happiness and
prosperity to every person you
meet!” What a great way to ap-
proach your life. ‘Bye for now!
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News from the Skidway Lake area

BY APRIL HARKEY-MASON
The new electric poles are
coming along nicely. The Con-

sumers Energy company is about

three-quarter
done putting in
the new poles
from M-33 to
Henderson Lake
Road  through
Skidway  Lake.
They hope to
stop a lot of the
power  outages
with the new tall-
er poles.

I had a chance
to travel north
on [-75 this week
and the best color at the time was
between Grayling and Roscom-
mon. My aunt from Illinois was
here and she loved the colors we
have, and we are nowhere near
full color yet.

The Halloween parade in Skid-
way Lake will be on Saturday,
Oct. 25. Line up at Rosati’s park-
ing lot at 2 p.m. The parade will
start at 3 p.m. and travel to the

APRIL MASON-HARKEY

boardwalk. All are welcome to
enter the parade. The parade is
just for fun; there will not be any
X trophies or prizes.
There is no need to
@ sign up, just get in
line and have fun.

The Cardinal Op-
timist Club of Skid-
way Lake will hold
the annual Trunk or
Treat at the Chamber
of Commerce Hall
" on Oct. 31 from 4
| p.m.-6 p.m. NO PETS
ALLOWED. Please
sign up to pass out
your candy by call-
ing or texting 989-578-8768. This
year we are starting and ending
an hour earlier because our craft
show is the next day, and we must
set up that evening. There will be
a first, second, third and fourth
place ribbons for the best set ups.
Bring your decorations and have
fun. We plan for 500 trick or
treaters.

I have been noticing a lot of

What's cooking this school year?

Meet the Chartwells K12
Team at WBRC Schools

BY GAIL HUGHEY

As the new school year gets
underway, the dedicated food
service team at West Branch-
Rose City Schools [
is serving up nu- |
tritious,  delicious
meals every day.
These school lunch
heroes do more than
fill plates — they |
create a welcoming
space where stu-
dents can recharge,
connect with
friends, and discov-
er new foods they |
love. With a focus :
on fun, flavor, and
interactive nutrition

students leave the

cafeteria not only full, but also
happier and healthier than when
they arrived.

“Good nutrition is essential for
helping students stay focused, en-
ergized, and ready to learn,” said
Janis Phillips, director of Dining
Services, Chartwells K12 at West
Branch-Rose City Schools. “As
we move through the year, our
team is excited to continue serv-
ing student favorites while also
introducing new recipes and pro-
grams that keep kids fueled and
excited about mealtime.”

Food Kids Love to Eat

Chartwells’ team of chefs and
nutrition experts has been crafting
menus that not only meet rigorous
nutrition standards but also reflect
the diverse tastes of today’s stu-
dents. With a focus on flavor, va-
riety, and wellness, the cafeteria
team takes pride in serving meals
that fuel both body and mind.
Here’s a taste of what students
have already enjoyed this year
and what’s still to come:

* New menu items like enchila-
das, homemade breakfast bakes,
and strawberry spinach salad

* A special Farmers Market
event later this month at Sur-
line Elementary, giving kids the

" GAILHUSHEY
SUBERINTENBENT
education, they help WEsT EREAQNﬁes%

chance to sample locally sourced
produce
* Continued use of the Fresh
Fruits and Vegetable Grant to
¥ bring more fresh,
local options into
the cafeteria
Programs that
Encourage Fun
and Discovery
The Chartwells’
team at West
Branch Rose City
is committed to

inspiring  healthy
cating habits and
sparking  culinary
curiosity  through

engaging programs

R9§E eify . Global Eats: A

Q signature program
highlighting authentic  flavors
and ingredients from around the
world. Students travel through
China, India, Italy, Mexico, Ko-
rea, and the Caribbean — no pass-
port required!

* Discovery Kitchen: Hands-
on activities that get kids cook-
ing, tasting new foods, and learn-
ing about nutrition in a fun, inter-
active way. Each month features
a different theme, adapted for
school meal programs.

* Mood Boost: An innovative
program that helps students con-
nect what they eat with how they
feel, featuring recipes and char-
acters centered on six moods:
Smart, Happy, Confident, Alert,
Strong, and Calm.

e Student Choice: A program
giving middle and high school
students a voice in shaping menus
by voting on new recipes and
food concepts, ensuring school
meals reflect current food trends.

Through their passion for
great-tasting food, commitment
to food discovery, and dedication
to nourishing every student, the
Chartwells K12 team is proud
to serve up happy and healthy to
West Branch Rose City Schools
all year long.

trash being thrown on the side
of the roads lately. I really wish
all people could please take your
trash home and throw it away.
The side of the road is not the
place for it. We need to show re-
spect for mother nature and keep
it beautiful for generations to
come and enjoy.

I was following a man, and
he threw cups, burger wrappers,
napkins, and bags out his car sun-
roof and it all came flying at me
as I was following him. I caught
up with him and asked him to go
pick it up. His response was he
was providing job security! Please
tell me who gets paid to pick up
trash on the side of the road. That
is people that volunteer to pick it
up and there is no pay involved.
We would not have to volunteer
to pick it up if it was not thrown
there to begin with. Please show
some respect.

On a positive note, I want to
give a shout out to our Mills
Township parks and rec’s work-
ers. Our parks are the prettiest and
kept so clean by these gentlemen
- I want to brag on them.

WELCOME

TO

SKIDWAY LAKE

MILLS TOWNSHIP

Miills Township Park and Rec workers (I-r) Bryan Neumeyer, Manager Heath
Cromwell and Patchric Vansickle do a great job maintaining the township

parks.

Letter to the editor policy

The Ogemaw County Superi-
or News encourages all readers
to submit letters to the editor
for possible publication. Please
limit letters to 200 words or
less.

Craft show

The author must include a
daytime phone number as they
will be contacted prior to pub-
lication. Unsigned letters will
not be published. We reserve
the right to edit and/or reject

any letter.

Letters can be submitted
via email to deanna@superi-
or-news.com or by tradition-
al mail to PO. Box 603, West
Branch, MI 48661.

« Continued from page 4

club raise funds to continue our
mission of conducting programing
to bring out the best in kids.

On a side note: There are still

a few vendor tables available. The
cost is $35 for a 10-foot-by-10-
foot floor spot in the gym. Ven-
dors must provide your own table

OLE'S

APPLIANCE & HOME FURNISHINGS

and chairs with good floor protec-
tion on all legs. If interested, call
April at 989-578-8768.

2711 I-758B1. WEST BRANCH, MI 48661
BETWEEN ALDI & TIMMY TIRE

(989) 343-5555

GRAND OPENING EVENT!
OCTOBER 23%°, 24™ & 25™

DAILY APPLIANCE GIVEAWAYS

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY
HELP US CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF OUR NEW LOCATION

LINCOLN - TAWAS CITY - WEST BRANCH
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e Assorted Fresh Cut Meats

e Handmade Smoked Sausage

e Bacon & Beef Stlcks
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Rose

« Continued from page 1
has dual citizenship. Proud of his

Samoan roots and wanting to pay
homage and respect to the com-
munity that shaped his family
heritage, in 2012, Alex chose to
represent the Polynesian Island
nation.

In 2016, Rose achieved the
Olympic standard. This opened
the door for invitations to larger
meets all over the world, as well
as the opportunity to compete in
the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in
2016, Tokyo in 2021 and in Paris
in 2024, where he reached the fi-
nals, finishing in 12th place.

In addition to Dbeing a

world-class discus thrower, Alex
is a dad and husband.

“Family is so important in Sa-
moan culture,” he said. “Being
a dad to my sons, three-year-old
Aleki and five-month-old Tailua,
and husband to my wife, Saman-
tha, is the most important part
of my life. In order to maximize
my time with them, I keep a very
efficient schedule of workouts
and technique practice. We have
a gym at our house, which al-
lows me to use the early morning
hours and late nights to lift three
to four times a week. I also prac-
tice throwing four times weekly,

‘ Photo by Casey Simms

which is a challenge to schedule.”

Alex and his family now live
in Grand Rapids. He works full
time as a technical sales engineer
for Phoenix Contact, often having
to juggle trade shows and discus
competitions strategically to ful-
fill responsibilities for both.

“Because | am the first to med-
al under the flag of Samoa in a
world event, I’ve been invited to
meet the Prime Minister,” Alex
said. “I had to tell him I couldn’t
make the trip until I had accrued
more personal days at work.”

The 2025 World Athletics
Championships were not the first
time Rose had competed in To-
kyo.

“In 2021, the Olympics were in
Tokyo,” Alex said. “I had a very
bad performance. I didn’t make
the final. It was the last competi-
tion of my 20’s. Having that fail-
ure and not achieving my goal
really motivated me to be a better
athlete. Mentally, what do I need
to do to perform at the biggest
moments? Physically, how do I
prepare to have better technique?
Year by year, I chipped away at
that, and to get the redemption
in the same stadium, in the same
city, in the same circle four years
later, is overwhelming. I am so
thankful.”

On Sunday, Sept. 21, the day
of the men's discus throw final,
rain pelted the field, causing a
two-hour delay. It was still rain-
ing when the competition be-
gan. Rose slipped in the circle on
his first throw. Then, on his fifth
throw, he made history.

“It felt like a dream,” Alex said.
“When I looked up at the score-
board and saw my name as the
bronze medal winner... I’'m still
in shock. The officials began fran-
tically looking for a Samoan flag,
but they didn’t have one because
they’d never needed one. Then

The Ogemaw Heights Theatrical Troupe Presents..

Originally conceived by Lawrence Sacharow
Based on the book “Salas Gift” by Ann Kirshner

November 6, 7, and 8, 2025
7 p-.m. in the OHHS Auditorium

Tickets are $12 and available in advance at:

The OHHS Office

ohhstt.ludus.com

KIT’S in West Branch

The OHHS Theatrical Troupe is Sponsored in Part By:

Fritz-Crecine Agency

Pinnacle Rehabilitation

LETTERS TO SALA is presented by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, LLC,
servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection (www.dramatists.com)

my sister, who had come to watch
me throw, pulled one out of her
purse. I think she’d bought it on
Amazon. She passed it down to
the officials, who passed it to me
so I could make my victory lap
carrying our flag.”

To young athletes, especially
those from Ogemaw Heights High
School, top-tier discus thrower
Alex Rose offers this advice:

“Find something you love and
are passionate about. Become a
true student of the sport. Ask ad-
vice from those you respect and
take it. Work hard and hone your
craft. You will feel the most re-
warded if you do this.”

To the people of Ogemaw
County, Alex shared this:

Photo by Casey Simms

“I have fond memories of
growing up in West Branch.
I loved going to the Ogemaw
County Fair and seeing the fire-
works on the Fourth of July. Oge-
maw County was a magical place
to grow up, where I made lifelong
friends. I truly cherish the com-
munity.”

To Alex Rose, world-class dis-
cus thrower, from his hometown:

We cherish you, too. You em-
body the values inherent in our
community: a strong family, a
great work ethic and the grit not
just to overcome, but to thrive.
We join the rest of the world in
applauding your success and wish
you all the best in the 2028 Olym-
pic Games in Los Angeles.

Ogemaw County

Kimmie's Pub n Grub
Nov. 9th 4p-9p

- ds
yee\-° d

Contact Shannon for any questions 989-915-7609
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GRASS HOPPER ¢« NEW HOLLAND « KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT

SIMPLICITY « HUSQVARNA
PH. (989) 345-3128

JERRY WANGLER
DAN WARNER 255 S. M-33
JIM JONES WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

;West Branch Collision, Inc.’

Your #1 Unibody Frame Spec:allst
with precision collision repair

e Custom Painting
* Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
ﬁwww.westbranchcollision.com

I-CAR  STHIEF [

automotive technologies

(™

NOW OPEN IN ST. HELEN

Formerly Fowler's Barber Shop in West Branch

BARBER CO.

W
HAIR CUTS = \

SHAVES

328,
*
989-387-2981

1611 N. St. Helen Rd., St. Helen

Hours: Monday to Saturday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

$7\ . ba.
! 75
S ![’a

SUPERIORqEWS

8 Ogemaw County

UPERIORQYp s
IS SEEKING A

Crtaphie Designet

The Ogemaw County Superior News is seeking

an experienced freelance graphic designer to
Jjoin our dynamic team. Remote position.

For more information, including a detailed job
description and required skills, please submit
your resume and cover letter to: Publisher Dean-
na Surbrook at deanna@superior-news.com.

v

AKTION Club members attend
annual conventlon

S
S —

Courtesy photo

Over 50 people recently attended the AKTION Club’s annual convention at Camp Henry in Newaygo. The Governor
of Michigan Kiwanis and the past governor were there to provide leadership training. A talent show, poster and
scrapbook competitions were also held. Violet, of the local AKTION Club, was installed as governor for over 15 clubs

in the state.

Breast cancer

« Continued from page 1

the ambulance arrived, a reporter,
who had been monitoring emer-
gency calls, showed up, too. My
white shirt was covered in blood,
and while the EMTs were check-
ing me out, the reporter asked if
he could interview me about the
incident. I declined.

The next day, I heard on the
news that another child had just
gotten hit by a lawn mower and
had died from his injuries. I’ve al-
ways wondered if I had been will-
ing to speak up that day about the
dangers of mowing near children,
might my words have saved his
life.

Remembering that, I am willing
to put my concerns aside and talk
about my journey with breast can-
cer, in hopes that my words and
my experiences will save lives.

Every year I dutifully went for
my mammogram. I never skipped.
I didn’t think breast cancer was
going to happen to me. I went be-
cause I was supposed to go. Then,
at the end of last year, my doctor
said I needed a follow-up ultra-
sound. Not worried, I complied.
When they called me in for a bi-
opsy, I still wasn’t worried. Breast
cancer didn’t run in my family,
and I felt fine.

A week later, after a staff meet-
ing at work, I found a phone mes-
sage from my doctor. ‘I know you
have good news for me,” I said
when I returned the call. ‘Un-
fortunately, I don’t,” was the re-
sponse.

I walked out to my car and
cried. It took me several days be-
fore I could tell anyone. My son
received the news stoically. The
hardest person to tell was my
daughter. Her response was not
what T expected. She remained
positive and supportive and told
me we’d get through this together.

It was 10 weeks before I could
have the surgery. There are a lot
of people with cancer, and a lim-
ited number of appointments
available. During that time, I re-
ceived counseling about radiation
and chemo if I needed it, what

to expect post-op, and what fol-
low-on treatment I would need.

Thankfully, the cancer was con-
tained and found early, so I knew
I wasn’t going to die. Still, I need-
ed to undergo radiation to ensure
none remained. I had 16 sessions,
one every weekday in June. The
process took only 15 minutes. I’d
change my clothes. They’d strap
me to a table. A spaceship-looking
device would float over me for a
few minutes. Then I’d get dressed
and go to work.

Radiation was the worst of
it. On the first two nights of my
treatment, I slept for 12 hours. I
had no appetite for weeks. I was
constantly exhausted. It felt like
my soul had been sucked out of
me.

During this difficult time,
though, 1 received the best of
care from the radiology team at
MyMichigan. They are the kind-
est people. They made sure I was
comfortable, had soothing music
to listen to instead of the whir-
ring of the machines. On the last
day of treatment, they even held
a small ceremony. I rang the bell
to signal that I had completed the
course. They even gave me a cer-
tificate. Their sweetness made a
tough time bearable.

I am now five weeks past my
last session of radiation. I finally
feel like myself again. My ener-
gy and appetite are back. I will
still go for periodic check-ups and
take medication for the next five
years, but I am cancer-free and
have a lot of living to do.

Cancer is a life experience no
one wants. In the past, a C-word
diagnosis was a death sentence,
but that’s not true anymore. My
advice is for everyone to get their
required annual check-ups, not
be too afraid to bring issues to
the doctor’s attention early, and
follow through on what the doc-
tor says. It’s awful to receive bad
news, but we must keep ourselves
in check. Most issues are treatable
or at least manageable. We are all
stronger than we think we are.”

Thank you, Dana Gray, for
sharing your personal experience
and insight.

According to the American
Cancer Society, one in eight
women in the United States will
be diagnosed with breast can-
cer in her lifetime. In 2025, an
estimated 316,950 women and
2,800 men will be diagnosed
with invasive breast cancer, and
an additional 59,080 new cases
of non-invasive (in situ) breast
cancer will be diagnosed. When
caught in its earliest, localized
stages, the five-year relative sur-
vival rate is 99 percent. Advances
in early detection and treatment
methods have significantly in-
creased breast cancer survival
rates in recent years, and there are
currently over four million breast
cancer survivors in the United
States.

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. The purpose
of this global campaign is to
normalize conversations about
breast cancer, encourage periodic
self-examinations and mammo-
grams, and provide critical sup-
port for patients and survivors.
Since it began in 1989, Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and
similar campaigns have helped
reduce breast cancer deaths in the
United States by 44 percent.

To learn more about all aspects
of breast cancer, visit the Nation-
al Breast Cancer Foundation’s
website at  htips://www.nation-
albreastcancer.org/breast-can-
cer-awareness-month. Among
the resources provided are free
downloadable eBooks covering
breast cancer basics, the signs and
symptoms of breast cancer, early
detection, treatment information,
follow-up care and healthy liv-
ing. Read these for yourself. Send
them to friends. As a community,
we must stand ready to promote
early detection, provide informed
support and inspire hope for those
we love.
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PROFESSIONAL
ERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month « 1 x 2” for only $30 a month
« 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

SUPERIORyL S

Real Estate Dumpster Rental

MrreHoOmes.com

DUMPSTERS

5-10-20-30
yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw,
losco, Oscoda and Arenac Counties

Call Jack Morris

(989)
345-2828

3148 W M-55
WEST BRANCH, Mi

Rob and Big’s Moving Company
‘Big or Small, We’'ll Move it All.’
Licensed and Insured

Based out of West Branch, Michigan

robandbigsmoving.com
Like us on Facebook!

Rob DeGentenaar
989-387-6713

989-343-5023

SUISEWRIORWEWS

WWW.SUDEriOr-news.com

CLASSIFIEDS

$5 and it runs for a maximum of 3 months!

The Ogemaw County Superior
News offers $5 private party, 20
word classified ads and we will
run the ad for a maximum of 3
months.

For help wanted, homes for
sale/rent, commercial property
for sale/rent or any other busi-
ness type ad, we charge 85 for 20
words for a one time run.

If you want to add a photo to
the ad, it is an additional, one
time charge of $5.

You can submit your ad via
email at kathy@superior-news.
com or U.S. mail at: P.O. Box
603, West Branch, MI 48661.
If you have questions call (989)
450-6163.

King mattress, very clean.
Good condition. $100. 989-
345-3477.

Electric rototiller. Powerful
and really good condition.
Located in West Branch.
Call 989-701-9027.

OUTDOORSPACESLANDSCAPING.COM

810-373-5296

L1kE us oN FACEBOOK
@LANDSCAPEMYOUTDOOORSPACE

-LANDSCAPING

‘ r——— -l-yliu "

Ogemaw County Help Lines

District Health Dept. No. 2 ................. 989-345-5020
AuSable Valley CMH ..........ccceeeeeueniee. 989-345-5571
Caring Pregnancy Center .................... 989-345-3909
Dept. Health and Human Services...... 989-345-5135
Emergency Assistance Program.......... 989-345-8312
Ogemaw County Clerk ....................... 989-345-0215
Probate/Family Court...........cccoceuueenn.n. 989-345-0145
Emergency Shelter........c.occevvvveennnnnne. 989-217-0973
Friend of the Court...........cccoeveeeinnnn.o. 989-345-5520
Healthaccess.....oooeueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 989-343-3608
Ogemaw Commission on Aging ......... 989-345-3010
Options Resource Clinic..................... 989-345-7398
Ogemaw Public Transit....................... 989-345-5790
Children’s Assmt. Center .................... 989-275-7145
Salvation Army .....ceceeeeeeeeieiiieeinneennnnnn. 989-345-4690
Community Food Pantry.................... 989-345-0493
MSU Extension/4-H............cccceuneeennene. 989-345-0692
Ogemaw County Prosecutor ............... 989-345-5700
Michigan State Police ........ccceeverrennnn.e. 989-345-0956
Ogemaw County Sheriff ..................... 989-345-3111
West Branch Police...........cccceveeennnnn.. 989-345-2627
Rose City Police....ccccevvviniiiiiiiinnnnnenn. 989-685-3051

National Help Lines

Adult & Child Protective Services...... 855-444-3911

Domestic Violence .........ccoooveeinveninnn. 888-554-3169
Food Assistance (WIC)......cccccuueennneee. 800-504-2650
Catholic Human Services.................... 800-356-5755
National Suicide Prevention ............... 800-273-8255
American Red CroSS .......ccoevvvviuveninnnn. 800-691-6059
Poison Control .......ccoceevviiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 800-222-1222

Ogemaw County

SUPERIORWEWS

For Advertising
information
Contact Kathy at

989-450-6163

kathy@superior-news.com

988

SUICIDE
& CRISIS
LIFELINE

Check us out on
Facebook!
@Superior News
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A spooky weekend at the WBSecret Camground
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Photos by Kathy Collins

Halloween came early to the West Branch Secret Campground and RV Park for the 5th Annual Halloween Weekend on Friday, Oct.
3 and Saturday, Oct. 4. Activities included pumpkin carving, face painting, arts and crafts, hayrides, games, trick or treating and
a very spooky haunted walk. The event was sponsored by PCJ DJ Services, Paul’s Skate Place, Ogemaw Lanes, MyMichigan West
Branch volunteers, West Branch Cinema 3, Moonlight Graphics, Ann’s Hair Affair, Clouse’s Ace Hardware, Death Before Decaf and

313 Designs.

HERE'S MY BUSINESS CARD!

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

<HRE

Stump Grinding - Sand and Gravel Delivery - Brush
Hogging - Property Cleanup - AND MORE!

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com
lucas@redswb.com |*

OG

Book Your Reservations Now!!

2, KERRE
)
«°

4513 Cook Rd. * West Branch
(989) 312-4320

DAYCARE - BOARDING
Visit us on our Facebook Page or email us at

Iike.our.own.kennel@gmail.com

-
<o
e e

KILEMMER’S
PROCESSING

Your Home Town Butcher

989-345-2869

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-76

West Branch

ACE ELECTRIC

PLUMBING & HEATING

3222 W. Houghton Ave.
West Branch, MI 48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

The Wise Choice for Promotional Products

’. '.

al Graphics & Promotions
Large selection of imprinted Pens * Sticky Notes ¢ Pencils
promotional items perfect for: Tote Bags * Mugs * Coozies
Fairs » Expos * Weddings Water Bottles * Wristbands
Sporting Events & Business Cards * Posters
any Specia[ Occasion Raffle Tickets & More!

Kathy Collins * (989) 450-6163

kathy@mi-promoproducts.com

West Branch www.mi-promoproducts.com

CAN’T MOVE IN THE MORNING?
Feel like new again

and make your appointment todayl

989-930-1001

or book online at thebodyshopwb.com

Dr. Angela Scarffe

THE
DRIV

QREAP
L) 1

- Chiropractic
+ Massage Therapy

+ Animal Chiropractic
WioIIthg n laws regarding
animal chiropra

2266 S. M76, West Branch, Ml 48661 (Next to Towne Club)

West Branch Collision, Inc.

Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist
with precision collision repair
| JETEEEDT ¢ Custom Painting
ﬁ @ * Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
ﬁwww.westbranchcollision.com

-CAR  =CHIEF

automative technaologies

Ogemaw County

OUPERIORg
To place your Busmess Card here
call Kathy at

989-450-6163 or
Kathy@Superior-News.com

MOONLIGHT
CIADHICS

¥ Signs Of All Kinds * Laser Engraving *

* Commercial Embroidery *
www.moonlightgraphicswh.com




0CT 11 - OCT 24, 2025

Community

PAGE 11 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWS

Halloween

« Continued from page 1

Speedway from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

On Sunday, Oct. 26, the student
council at Ogemaw Heights High
School are hosting a trunk or treat
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., in the high
school parking lot, located at 960
M-33, West Branch. They plan to
have games, prizes and a whole
lot of fun.

The West Branch Optimist and
Kiwanis Club are sponsoring the
annual Halloween Spectacular on
Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at Sur-
line Middle School, located at 147
State St., West Branch. The free
event will have games and candy
for all students pre-school through
sixth grade. Drinks and popcorn
for everyone. All school rules will
be in effect. Please no toy guns,
swords, spears, knives, etc.

Trunk or Treat, organized by
the Cardinal Optimist Club of
Skidway Lake and hosted by the
Skidway Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, is on Halloween night,
Oct. 31, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
located at 2777 Greenwood Rd.
Parents are asked to park at St.
Stephens Church and no pets are
allowed. About 500 children are
expected to attend. Sign up your

trunk to pass out candy by calling
or texting April at 989-578-8768.

There will be a first, second,
third and fourth place ribbons for
the best set ups.

Faith Alive Church, located at
2945 Hansen Rd., off M-30, West
Branch is hosting its annual Trunk
or Treat on Halloween night from
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Hyperion Materials & Tech-
nologies, located at 510 Griffin
Rd., next to the Smiley Tower in
West Branch, is holding a Trunk
or Treat on Halloween night, from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Join them for a
Spooky Walk, if you dare.

Dean Arbour Ford of West
Branch, located at 3382 M-55, is
hosting its second annual Trunk
or Treat on Halloween night from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Stop by the First United Meth-
odist Church, located on the cor-
ner of Fairview and State roads,
in West Branch for the drive thru
Halloween Grab-n-Go on Oct. 31,
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., for
a free hot dog and a drink for the
kids.

After all that Trunk or Treating,
it’s time to hit the streets for some

old-fashioned trick or treating.

Trick or Treat hours in the city
of West Branch are Oct. 31, 5
p-m. to 6 p.m. for downtown busi-
nesses and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
residential.

While out trick or treating, stop
by and see the residents at The
Villa of West Branch, located at
445 S. Valley Street, West Branch,
who will be passing out candy
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Trick or Treat hours in the city
of Rose City are Oct. 31, 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. East Main St. will be
closed for Trunk or Treating.
Don’t forget to stop by the Rose
City Fire Department as they will
be passing out goodies too.

If you’re hankering for
some more fun, the Whitte-
more-Prescott Elementary PTO is
hosting a Trunk or Treat on Satur-
day, Nov. 1, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
in the W-P Elementary School
parking lot, located at 8878
Prescott Rd., Whittemore. For
more information, call 989-756-
2502 or email crainerb@wpas.net

Happy Halloween and be safe
out there!

Ogemaw County

SUPERIORc”EWS

Visit Our Website At
WWW.SUperior-news.com

& AUTO SERVICE CE

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR « COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
AIR CONDITIONING * RADIATOR FLUSH ¢ ALIGNMENT
BRAKES * MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS
COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING
TIRES ¢ INTERSTATE BATTERIES ¢ BELTS & HOSES « FUEL INJECTION
STARTERS & ALTERNATORS « MINOR ENGINE « MOTOR TUNE-UP
SHOCKS & STRUTS « CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Bill Ballard 989-345-4410
3149 W. Houghton, West Branch o G ]

Auto Repair 7:30-5 M-F < Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

h 0'0— % 0’0— % h O’O— % 0'0—%
= /\\ g

gl
ol ,, P
A PROPANE Serving ALL of %
BL SALES & SERVICE peim b comeona o7
Y
!g GRAYLING WEST BRANGH  HOUGHTON LAKE q'.,
£ 989-348-7647  989-345-7951  989-422-6647 g.
ol ;
fickandsons.com
« 800-292-9295 ¥

0.0

.a Locally owned & operated e Price Protection Plans Available 3§~

OO-—% 00—% 00—% 00—% 00—% 00—% 00—%

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

wat G

stoRr?

Storage units from:
o< 10 ft. x 10 ft to 10 ft. x 40 ft units
100 sq. ft. -1,052 sq. ft.

Heated Garage units available
1955 Ski Park Rd. * West Branch

989-345-0326

WEST SIDE STORAGE || %

State-of-the-art facility.
24-hour access to your belongings.

Call Today! O . 24 HOUEeErMEeTGENCY a ! ,A L / TY F 'OMES Road to Recovery Starts Here...
989-728-5955 / ! ) : Ag&%ﬁ%ﬂ E TOU R TO DAY!
130 EastAinsley [ SEFR AR cooume wneae & MA /N TENA NCE =l - 24 Hour Nursing Care + Transportation to and from
Hale, M1 48739 % ‘ 5&; -l * Physical, Occupational, Appointments
: Speech Therapy + Laundry Service
We offer a variety | HEATING & COOLING K|tChenS, Ba'[hS & MO re ; * Long Term Care Dailv A t'. ?omplimentary Television/WIF|
. ) . * Daily Activities
of serﬁnces tomake Services We Provide www.AQHMS.com 2 !
your home more « Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling w
comfortable. : HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps 30+ YearS Rle S m |‘th X -V]- Please Contact Vj. a
Boilers New Install and Replacement EX erience <
Financing Options Available + HVAC Preventative Maintenance p N ” 989_836_35 75 = at West Branch Cyndi Egan at Rose City
+ Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service  [E|@ctrician/Builder w 445 5. Valley Street for information 517 W, Page Stret
|II synchrony * Plumbing Services and Install Smmen = S 989-390-1761 o
* Preferred Maintenance Agreements acel 5 skt : =
www.colvinsheating.com . Egctrical Services CommgrciaI/ResidentiaI R IC k@AQ H M S .Ccom et cegan@uvillahc.com s
lehnerscollision@yahoo.com Tim Lehner

\V Wost Branek
CONCRETE
PUNMPING

38 Meter * 5 Section Z-Boom

Justin Benjamin, Scheduler
989.387.2134

Jake Wangler, Operator
989.312.3177

Owner

CHIEF
EZ-LINER

TSl L I STE -
e ———————

AXALTA

e State Certified  FREE ESTIMATES  ||-CAS
2789 S. M-76 989-345-0577

westsidestoragewb@gmail.com

PO Box 679 - West Branch, MI 48661

West Branch Fax: 989-345-0767

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

¢ Since 1957

e 6ot (lass Service e

Insurance Work e G
Welome 1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch ;“e AP
epait
A (989) 345-0616
uto, Home, \
Commercial meierglass@charter.net Screens

EVERGREEN

CONTRACTING

V4

Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane - West Branch

Landscape Contractor

* Brick Pavers  * Retaining Walls *Walkways * Sprinkler Systems

T R T e PP Il NewlawnPrep *Hydro SeediSod *Topsoil-Grading +Trees & Bushes

JMC DUMPSTERS

5-10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, losco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023

JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM
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Klemmer’s
Processing

989-345-2869

2831 S. M-76
West Branch, MI 48661

Grand
Illusions
Salon

Downtown West Branch

989-345-2210

RISK

FACTORS

-)"S 't’

NO SMOKING

Breast Cancer In The World

r =.§!’}( -
% N ¥
__k > 5
o -

YOU ARE
IMPORTANT

s ipanam dotor sit amet.
e e i e i

R e e i et

PREVENTION TIPS

EAT HEALTHY

BREAST
CANCER
AWARENESS

PO &

KNOW THE SIGNS

EXERCISE

background by Vecteezy.com

The Body
Shop Chiropratic

989-930-1001

Dr. Angela Scharffe
www.thebodyshopwb.com

Christi Lynn
Neubecker
State Farm
989-685-3935

www.neubeckerinsurance.com

moonlightgraphicswb.com

Red’s Property | | West Branch | | The Villa 313 Steuernol &
Maintenance Collision Cyndi Egan De51gns McLaren
989-343-5483 | | 989-345-7230 | (989-390-1761 | | 989-343-5032 | | 989-345-0112
www.RedsWB.com| | wwwawestbranchcollision.com Cegan@villahc.com 313DesignsWB@gmail.com S T T e e
Rob & Bigs Dean Walker Evergreen | |Morse Clark

Moving Arbour || Agencyof | |Contracting| | Furniture
Company Ford Michigan | |989-709-6615| | Company
989-387-6713 | | 989-345-1590 | | 989-345-1570 481 Lucas Lane 989-345-0355
www.robandbigsmoving.com | [ www.DeanArbourFord.com 220 M-76 » West Branch West Branch www.morseclark.com

Moonlight . Erickson
5 Village | |0gemaw County Famil Team
Graphics : : amity Hod

Quik Lube Superior P oages
Rich Heavlin N g y

989-345-4410 EWs 989-345-1022

989-345-3954 989-345-0230
West Branch WWW.sSuperior-news.com

426 W. Houghton Ave.

West Branch, MI 48661

www.TeamHodges.com




