
Ogemaw County 

Superior News

75¢

Cliff Esmond Sports

3546 Beechwood Rd. Rose City • (989) 280-2469 • www.cliffesmondsports.com

Open: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10 am - 5pm
Or by Appointment for a more Personal Buying or Selling Experience!

New and Used Firearms, Suppressors, and Accessories 
We are a Silencer Shop Dealer for Suppressors and SBR with a Kiosk in the shop!

Cash for Guns!3546 Beechwood Rd.
Rose City

Give us a Call:

(989) 280-2469

Open by Appointment Only for a More Personal
Buying or Selling Experience! 

New and Used Firearms, Suppressors,
and Accessories

Cliff Esmond
Sports

Cliff Esmond
Sports

* CASH FOR GUNS * * CASH FOR GUNS * 

www.Cli�EsmondSports.com 

3382 W. M-55 • West Branch

989-345-1590
www.DeanArbourFord.com

Klemmer’s Klemmer’s 
ProcessingProcessing
Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher

989-345-2869989-345-2869
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7

2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch

TALES continues on page 6 »

COACHES  continues on page 7 »

Vol. 3, Issue 4	                    Your source for positive community news!	 Feb 28 - Mar 13, 2026

For the first time in school 
history, the Ogemaw Heights 
High School Falcons wrestling 
team won back-to-back Regional 
Championships, following a dom-
inating victory over Gladstone on 
Monday, Feb. 23.

Jackson Ziegler had a come 
from behind win and Carder Ben-
nett pinned his opponent for a big 

win that elevated team morale for 
the Falcons.

The team heads to Kalamazoo 
on  Friday, Feb. 27, to face off 
against the #3 seed Yale as the 
Falcons are the #6 seed in MH-
SAA Division 3. If they win on 
Friday, they will advance to the 
semi-finals and then the finals on 
Saturday, Feb. 28.

This is the first time in school 
history that the Ogemaw Heights 
Falcons Wrestling team have won 
back-to-back Regional Champion-
ships.

It’s been the stellar year for 
OHHS sports, with three Region-
al Championships in volleyball, 
football and wrestling.

Courtesy photo
On Monday, Feb. 23, the Ogemaw Heights High School wrestling team won back-to-back Regional Championships.

OHHS wrestling team wins 
Regional Championship

BY JAMIE STOUT-SHIRKEY
For decades, lifetime West 

Branch resident Joe Clark has 
been a familiar face in the com-
munity through his furniture busi-
ness, Morse Clark Furniture, and 
also his dedication to his commu-
nity.

Recently, at the Morse Clark 
Furniture establishment, Clark 
was presented with a Quilt of Val-
or in honor of sacrifice and ser-
vice in the military.

According to the Quilts of Val-
or Foundation (QOVF), these 
high-quality, hand-made quilts are 
“awarded to U.S. service mem-
bers and veterans touched by war, 
symbolizing gratitude for their 
service, sacrifice, and valor.” The 
goal is to provide a sense of com-
fort and healing while also hon-
oring the commitment to serving 
their country.

“It was a surprise,” Clark said.

Sacrifice remembered and dedication recognized:
Local businessman receives ‘Quilt of Valor'

Photo by Kathy Collins
Joe Clark is not only wrapped with gratitude, but also the beautiful, hand-
made Quilt of Valor presented to him in honor of his military service.

QUILT continues on page 6 »

BY LAURA BENDER
So, you think you know West 

Branch? To test your familiarity 
with local lore, check out the new 
“Twisted Tour of Tales” spon-
sored by the West Branch Visitors 
Bureau. This fun activity will take 
you to eight sites around Ogemaw 
County to hear stories available 
on demand from the newly in-
stalled, eco-friendly Crank Boxes. 
Just wind the handle to energize 
the box, then push the button for 
the story you want to hear. Each 
box contains four pre-recorded 
tales about that location.

The West Branch Visitors Bu-
reau received a grant from the 
Michigan Association of Con-
vention & Visitors Bureaus to 
purchase the boxes. MACVB is a 
non-profit membership organiza-
tion of Convention & Visitors Bu-
reaus whose mission is to serve as 
the advocate for the travel indus-
try and provide leadership to its 

members through education and 
communication. In addition to 
the sites listed below, other enti-
ties that have collaborated on this 
project include the City of West 
Branch, West Branch Township, 
and the Ogemaw Hills Snowmo-
bile Club.

You can find crank boxes at the 
following locations:

The West Branch Visitors Bu-
reau and Chamber of Commerce

Irons Park
West Branch Little League
West Branch Commons
Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
Frank Alley Memorial Park
Rifle River Recreation Area
Ogemaw Nature Park
You will hear familiar voic-

es sharing stories and local lore 
at each site. But make sure you 
check back often, because the 
stories will change periodically. 

A new way to experience West Branch:
‘The Twisted Tour of Tales’

BY LAURA BENDER
On Feb. 13, the Ogemaw 

Heights High School girls and 
boys varsity basketball teams 
competed, not for points, but for 
a cause close to their hearts. Each 
wearing the name emblazoned 
on their uniform of a loved one 
who had experienced cancer, the 
players joined together to raise 
awareness about the importance 
of cancer prevention, early detec-
tion, and healthy lifestyle choices. 
They also held a friendly competi-
tion to see which team could raise 
the most money for the National 
Cancer Society.

This event, called Coaches vs. 
Cancer, began in 1993 when Uni-
versity of Missouri basketball 
coach, Norm Stewart, a survivor 
of colon cancer, challenged fans 
to pledge money to the American 
Cancer Society for every three 
points made by his team during 
the season. At Stewart’s urging, 
the ACS and National Associa-
tion of Basketball Coaches ad-
opted the concept and expanded it 

Coaches vs. Cancer inspires 
competition, compassion
and community support

nationwide, raising $45 million 
to date.

Jeffrey Erickson, owner of 
the Erickson Family Agency, 
who had lost his mom to cancer, 
sponsored the competition at 
OHHS. Jeffrey supplied jerseys 
and warm-up suits to the play-
ers as well as a pizza party to the 
team that raised the most money.

Fundraising efforts by the 
teams included a 50/50 raffle, a 
bake sale, a can drive, individual 
donations and a “Miracle Min-
ute,” where a member of each 
team raced through the stands to 
see who could collect the most 
money in one minute. 

So, who won the pizza par-
ty? The boys’ team by raising 
$2,136.24. The girls’ team made 
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Ongoing
Mondays – Disabled American 
Veterans meet the third Monday, 5 
p.m. at the VFW/American Legion 
Post 496 E. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.
Mondays – Rose City Lions Club 
meets the second and fourth Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at the Log Cabin in 
the Rose City Park. Call Ed 989-
387-0609.
Mondays – (Second of each 
month) Coalition of Hope  
9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide 
prevention, intervention and post-
vention. Call 989-345-5571.
Monday – (Third of each month, 
April-Dec.) Ogemaw County Ge-
nealogical and Historical Society 
12:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave., 
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.
Tuesdays – Kiwanis Club of West 
Branch meets at noon at Chi-
na Inn, 601 W. Houghton Ave. in 
West Branch. Call 989-345-0978.
Tuesdays – Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m., 
April through November, except 
August. Meet at the Rose City Li-
ons Club Cabin. Call Cathy 989-
345-5659.
Tuesdays – T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) weigh in at 1-1:30 
p.m., meeting starts at 1:30-2 p.m. 

Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic, 2106 
S. Gray Rd. in West Branch. Call 
Robin 989-343-0592.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Creative Arts Asso-
ciation meeting, 7 p.m. located at 
124 N. Fourth St. in West Branch. 
Call 989-345-1451.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants Association meeting,
6 p.m. Held at the West Branch 
City Police Department. Call 989-
345-5226.
Tuesdays – (Second of each month) 
Christian Motorcycle Association 
6 p.m. for food and fellowship, 7 
p.m. business meeting at G’s Pizze-
ria, 200 W. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call Gary 989-343-9876.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each month) 
Rifle River Quilt Guild 9:30 a.m. 
at the K of C Hall, 601 Columbus 
Dr. in West Branch. The meeting 
will be followed by a Show and Tell, 
mini-classes, quilting tips, demos 
and time to sew. Bring your sewing 
machine, a project and your lunch. 
Any level of quilter is welcome. 
Call Diane 989-345-7206.
Tuesdays – (Third of each month) 
Cardinal Optimist Club of Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 
at Café International, 4761 Sage 
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet 
989-387-2640.
Tuesdays – (Second of each month) 

Survivors of Suicide Support 
Group 6:30 p.m. Call Vicki 989-
510-0911 or info@coalitionofhope.
net for location. National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline 800-273-8255 
or text 741741.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each 
month) Ogemaw County Dem-
ocratic Party 5pm at China Inn 
downtown West Branch. Call Ken 
at (989) 345-1066.
Tuesdays – ( Fourth of each month) 
Ogemaw County Republican Par-
ty meeting 5:30 p.m. at G’s Pizzeria 
in downtown West Branch. Call 
Kristine 989-343-5120.
Tuesday – (Last of each month) 
Diabetes Support Group 1-2 p.m. 
Medical Arts Center, diabetes edu-
cation conference room. Call 989-
343-3276.
Wednesdays – West Branch Area 
Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Organization meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. Different locations each 
month. Call 989-745-4067 for in-
formation.
Wednesdays – (First of each 
month) Veterans coffee hour 9-10 
a.m. Held at the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, 1528 S. 
M-33 in West Branch. Call 989-
345-3010.
Wednesdays – (First and third) 
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Hansen 

Rd. in West Branch. Open to the 
entire community. Call 989-345-
5440.
Thursdays – (First and third of 
each month) Newborn Parent 
Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch in 
the executive dining room. Call 
800-999-3199.
Thursdays – Northern Blend 
Sweet Adelines meets every week 
7 p.m. at Logan Township Hall, 
4507 E. M-55, Prescott. Call Ellen 
989-345-0978.
Thursdays – (Second and fourth) 
Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knitting, nee-
dlework, and friendship. Whatever 
you craft. Ogemaw Commission 
on Aging, 1528 S. M-33 in West 
Branch. Call Alicia 989-345-3010, 
ext. 201.
Thursdays – (Third of each month) 
Rose City/Lupton Chamber of 
Commerce meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Rose City Council Chambers. 
Call Carl 989-473-3268.
Thursdays – Optimist Club of 
West Branch meets at 7 a.m. at 
the Loggers Depot in West Branch. 
Call 989-942-6608.
Thursdays - The Ogemaw County 
Fair board meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in the main 
building at the fairgrounds. Call 
989-345-5393.

Feb 28
Ogemaw Hills Snowmobile Club 
Open House and Vintage Snow-
mobile Show and Ride, Saturday. 
Feb. 28, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Frank 
Alley Park Trailhead parking lot, 
2846 N. Fairview Rd. event is free 
to attend.

Mar 21
West Branch Optimist Club 17th 
Annual Camel Races, Saturday, 
March 21, Columbus Hall (for-
merly K of C), West Branch. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call Chuck Snyder, 989-
942-6608.

Apr 14
Fourth annual ‘Nite at the Races,’ 
hosted by Max-Well Therapy Cen-
ter, Saturday, April 11, 5:30 p.m., 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 601 
Columbus Dr., West Branch. Max-
Well’s goal is to enhance the lives 
of kids through the use of animal 
assisted activities. For more infor-
mation, visit www.maxwellthera-
pycenter.org.

To place your event in the
Community Happenings, 

email information to
deanna@superior-news.com

Churchill United 
Methodist Church

501 E. State Rd.
(corner of State and Morrison roads)

989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s 
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Helen Alford

Calvary Baptist Church
235 Minzer Ct. • West Branch 

989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages 
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. • Youth Group - 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. • Awana - 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor EEmmeerriittuuss  Tom Teall  
www.cbcwb.org

Faith and Worship

Edward’s Community 
Church

4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227

Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)

First United Methodist Church
2490 W. State Rd., West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-0210
Rev. Michelle Forsyth

reverendmichelleforsyth@gmail.com
Organist: Carol Kerby

www.westbranchfumc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Adult Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Organist: Carol Lockhart

A WINNING FATHER
One of the most powerful stories in 
the history of the Olympic Games 
involved a canoeing specialist 
named Bill Havens. He was a 
shoe-in, I’m told, to win a gold 
medal in the 1924 Olympic Games 
in Paris. But a few months before 
the Games were held, he learned 
that his wife would likely give birth 
to their first child while he was 
away. She told him that she could 
make it on her own, but this was 
a milestone Bill just didn’t want to 
miss. So he surprised everyone 
and stayed home. Bill greeted his 
infant son, Frank, into the world on 
August 1, 1924. Though he always 
wondered what might have been, 
he said he never regretted his 
decision.
Well, he poured his life into that 
little lad and shared with him a love 
for the rapids. Twenty-four years 
passed, and the Olympic Games 
were held in Helsinki, Finland. This 
time Frank Havens was chosen 
to compete in the canoeing event. 
The day after the competition, Bill 
received a telegram from his son 
that read: “Dear Dad, Thanks for 
waiting around for me to be born 
in 1924. I’m coming home with the 
gold medal that you should have 
won.” It was signed, “Your loving 
son, Frank.”
Many would question Bill Haven’s 
decision to miss his big opportunity 
in Paris, but he never wavered. He 
wanted his family to know that they 
always came first, no matter what. 
And that made him a hero to a little 
boy named Frank.

- Sermon Central

God is love
“No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

—Romans 8:37-39 NIV
God is love. And He loves us all no 
matter where we are in life. God’s 
love is unconditional. God’s love is 
without limit. God loves us so much 
and his love is so deep that nothing 
can change his love or stop him from 
loving us.
God loves us in all seasons of 
life. God loves us every second of 
everyday. God loves us. God’s love 
is permanent. God’s love can never 
fade away.
God loves us and because of his love 
he cares for us. God Himself his love. 
God is full of love.
When I am waking up it’s God loving 
me, God loves me in every situation 
and his love is always present in our 
lives. Even when I am not feeling 
well, his love is still there and yes 
I am not feeling well but that does 
not stop God from loving me, God 
does not want me to be in pain but 
his love is present to heal me of the 
pain. When I feel disappointed God 
loves me.
When I have failed God loves me. 
We need to start believing and ac-
cepting that God is love and he loves 
us deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

Gladwin Cornerstone
Baptist Church

3925 Round Lake Road, 
Gladwin, MI 48624     

 989-426-6897
Sunday School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:30
www.gladwincornerstone.com

Pastor Scott Bradstreet

New Beginnings 
Lutheran Church
960 S. M-33, next to Ogemaw 

Heights High School, 
West Branch, MI

Pastor Daniel Jansen
989-836-6133

Sunday  Service - 9 a.m.

Hale Methodist Church 
Everyone Welcome!   

Sunday Worship - 10am; Sunday School - 11am 
 

 
 

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522 
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church 

Men, Women, Youth... 
Sunday School ALL 

ages~newborn-100!! 

forever.”  Psalm 107:1 

989-728-5955 877-879-8726

LEADING THE WAY IN COMFORT
• Furnaces
• Air Conditioning
• Boilers • Humidifiers
• Purifiers • Generators
• Geothermal Services
• Ductless Heating  
   and Cooling
• Maintenance Agreements

24-Hour Emergency Service

BY LAURA BENDER
Sahara you doing? Ready for 

the 17th Annual Camel Races 
sponsored by the West Branch 
Optimist Club?

On March 21, 36 camelus 
dromedarius will race to the finish 
line to see who can get over that 
hump the fastest. Who will it be? 
You’ll have to stay calm and cam-
el on until race day when this fun 
and goofy event will surely put a 
smile on your face! 

What will the best-dressed cam-
el be wearing this season? Sand-
als? Camel-flage? Who will be 
this year’s “Best in Show?” Show 
up and find out!

The competition, as always, 
will be fierce. But don’t get too 
close to the competitors because, 
well… spit happens.

Proceeds from the annual Cam-
el Races support programs for 
the children of Ogemaw County. 
Among these are seasonal events 
such as the Easter Egg Hunt, the 

Racing for a cause: 
17th annual Camel Races benefit kids

The 17th annual Camel 
Races, sponsored by the 
West Branch Optimist 
Club, is scheduled for 
March 21, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in West 
Branch.

Trout Derby in June, and a Hal-
loween party at Surline Elemen-
tary. The West Branch Optimist 
Club also provides two Ogemaw 
Heights High School scholar-
ships, math and science grants for 
five area schools, and sponsorship 
of the West Branch Little League.

Tickets for the Camel Races 
are $20 each. You may purchase 
yours at Morse Clark Furniture, 
Culligan of West Branch, or by 
calling chairperson Charles Sny-
der at 989-942-6608. If you buy 
10, your guests will have their 

own table. Finger food will be 
served and BYOB is allowed. 
The West Branch Optimist Club 
will raffle a few items, and there 
will be a 50/50 and a few other 
games of chance. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. Racing starts at 6:30 
p.m. Come join the fun on March 
21 at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 601 Columbus Drive, West 
Branch. To learn more about the 
West Branch Optimist Club, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/wbop-
timistclub.

Photo by Laura Bender



FEB 28 - MAR 13, 2026	 PAGE 3 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWSCommunity

Visit Our Website At
www.superior-news.com

Ogemaw County 

Superior News

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

Bill Ballard 989-345-4410  
   3149 W. Houghton, West Branch

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR
CERTIFIED MECHANICS

AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT
BRAKES • MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING
TIRES • INTERSTATE BATTERIES • BELTS & HOSES • FUEL INJECTION

STARTERS & ALTERNATORS • MINOR ENGINE • MOTOR TUNE-UP
SHOCKS & STRUTS • CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Auto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-FAuto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

Bill Ballard
3149 W. Houghton
West Branch, MI

(1/4 Mile West of M-30)
989-345-4410

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1962
Auto Repair 8-5 M-F • Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

• Tires • Interstate Batteries 
• Belts & Hoses • Fuel Injection 

• Starters & Alternators • Minor Engine 

• Motor Tune-Up • Shocks-Struts 
• ATF Automatic Transmission Fluid 

• Exchanger • Check Engine Light • Engine Repair

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
Computer Diagnostic Service 

“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS 
AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT • BRAKES 

MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS • GAS TANKS  
• AUTOMOBILE ELECTRIC SERVICE 

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING

Auto Repair 7:30-5 M-F

GRASS HOPPER • NEW HOLLAND • KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT
SIMPLICITY • HUSQVARNA

PH. (989) 345-3128

JERRY WANGLER 
DAN WARNER 255 S. M-33
JIM JONES WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

Ogemaw Lanes
Home of the Best Frame Tournament®

Jan. - May

2357 W. I-75 Bus. 
Loop, West Branch

989-345-2200

• Full Menu  
• Pizza • Bar 

• Open Bowling  
• Mini Golf

PROPANE
SALES & SERVICE

Serving ALL of
Northern Michigan

Residential & Commercial

 GRAYLING WEST BRANCH HOUGHTON LAKE
 989-348-7647 989-345-7551 989-422-6647

800-292-9295     fickandsons.com

Locally owned & operated • Price Protection Plans Available

Ogemaw County employees recently turned their lunch hour into the 2026 Winter Olympics competing for gold in fun 
“minute to win it” games. Some of the events were finger football, chop stick pick-up and the cotton ball challenge. The 
competitive spirit was fierce and team work was perfected by the pictured medal winners.

Courtesy photo

County employees compete for gold

This is the eleventh consecu-
tive year that the Ogemaw Hills 
Snowmobile Club (OHSC) is of-
fering a scholarship to a graduat-
ing high school senior from Oge-
maw Heights High School. This 
year’s $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a student who meets 
the following requirements: 

• Has shown an interest in 
snowmobiling as a recreational 
activity 

•Plans to further their education 
in an accredited university, state 
college, technical or trade school.  
(This does NOT have to be relat-
ed to snowmobiling)

•Has a GPA of 2.0 or “C” aver-
age

APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS:

Include a photo of yourself 
(preferably your senior picture) 
and a photo of you and your 
snowmobile if you have one. This 
is not required but encouraged.

One letter of recommenda-
tion from a school administrator, 
teacher, counselor, coach, or em-
ployer. (Only one letter needed)

Be available for a scholarship 
presentation at the OHSC club-
house - Fairview Road, West 
Branch, in May.

Applications are due March 16, 
2026.

Scholarships will be given to 

the winner regardless of other 
grants or scholarships that the stu-
dent may also receive.

Note: The OHSC Scholarship 
Award will be in the form of a 
check sent directly to your school 
of choice with your student ac-
count number for the fall term.  
You must be able to provide your 
student number.

Non-attendance at the program 
will result in forfeiture of the 
scholarship.

Application forms are available 
at OHHS or on the club website: 
ohsconline.com.

Ogemaw Hills Snowmobile Club 
offers $1,000 scholarship

BY LAURA BENDER
Looking for local business ser-

vices? Curious about volunteer 
opportunities and non-profits? 
Searching for new employment? 

The West Branch Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s (WBACC) 
Business and Community Expo 
and Job Fair on Tuesday, March 
31, will help you find what you 
need. New this year, the annual 
event will also include a Home 
Show featuring design and re-
modeling trends and resources. 

The Expo, held at Surline Ele-
mentary School from 5 p.m. to 7 

p.m., is free to the public. During 
the evening, there will be speak-
ers on stage providing valuable 
information, and lots of give-
aways and promotional materials 
will be available. 

“We’re excited to showcase 
the businesses and organizations, 
their talent, and the services 
they provide to our community,” 
said WBACC Executive Direc-
tor Heather Neuhaus. “We hold 
the Expo each year to strengthen 
relationships and support those 
we serve all in one place. Peo-
ple enjoy the chance to network 

and gather information from each 
vendor. Of course, they also like 
the drawings and giveaways. Our 
business expo is where connec-
tions turn into opportunities.”

Add the WBACC Business and 
Community Expo, Job Fair and 
Home Show to your calendar, and 
join your friends and neighbors 
for this informative and fun event!

Vendors may register through 
the West Branch Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s website: www.
wbacc.com. For more informa-
tion, call 989-345-2821.  

Something for everyone at the 2026 
Business Expo and Home Show 
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BY JULIE DARNTON
Farmers and local businesses 

that use pesticides can gain im-
portant safety skills this spring 
when MSU Extension offers a 
Pesticide Training and Certificati-
on test in West Branch on March 
17. The Extension office, 205 S. 
Eighth Street, will host a Pesticide 
Training and Certification review 
session and test that day.

This training is delivered in co-
operation with the Michigan De-
partment of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. The program helps 
people learn how to use pestici-
des in a safe and responsible way. 
It also helps them understand the 
rules that protect people, ani-
mals, and the environment. Pas-
sing the test allows participants 
to earn the credentials needed for 
the purchase and application of 
restricted-use pesticides in many 
types of work.

The session in West Branch 
is part of a larger series of 

agriculture meetings offered 
through MSU Extension this win-
ter and spring. Other events in 
March and April 
include Beef Qua-
lity Assurance Trai-
ning, a forage and 
grazing conference 
in Clare, and dairy 
reproduction work-
shops later in the 
month. For more 
information, please 
contact Phil Durst, 
MSU Extension, at 
989-387-5346 or 
durstp@msu.edu. 

MSU Extension 
staff will be available to answer 
questions and guide participants 
through the process. Those who 
wish to take part should contact 
the MSU Extension office for 
more details or visit MSU Exten-
sion website www.canr.msu.edu/
outreach. 

March 17
Pesticide Training and 

Certification Test – West Branch
March 17

Beef Quality Assurance Trai-
ning and Testing – 
West Branch

March 19
Great Lakes Fo-

rage and Grazing 
Conference – Clare

March 21
MSU–Michigan 

Cattleman’s Asso-
ciation Bull Sale – 
Remus

March 23
Dairy Reproduc-

tion Workshop – 
Lake City

March 26
 Dairy Reproduction Workshop 

– Kingston
March 31

Farm Succession Workshop – 
West Branch

April 25
Bull Breeding Soundness 

Exam Clinic – West Branch 

Community

DENNY SHUMWAY
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KIWANIS OF 
WEST BRANCH

If you want to help, 
come be a part of 
our team. The Ki-
wanis Club meets at 
noon on the second 
and fourth Tues-
days of each month 
at G's Pizzeria. 
Anyone interested 
in learning about 
our organization is 
welcome to attend. 
If you would like 
to be a guest speak-
er to show us what 
you do, text Denny 
at 315-725-1199. If 
you want to help the children 
of West Branch and around the 
world, we are here.

AKTION CLUB
The Aktion Club continues 

to collect bottles and cans. You 
can call 315-725-1199 and 
make arrangements for pick up 
or drop off locations.

Our Valentine Dance was a 
success. Our next event is Red-
Pin Bowling at the Ogemaw 
Lanes noon-4 p.m. on March 
8. Text Denny at 315-725-1199 
for more information. We are 
planning on many activities 
this year. On Facebook search 
for Aktion Club West Branch.

Those with special needs 
interested in joining our club, 
you have to be over 18 and 
completed school. Come on 
the second Wednesday of the 
month at noon at the First 
United Methodist Church on 
the corner of Fairview and 
State roads.

OGEMAW COUNTY 
FOOD PANTRY

We are looking 
for donations of 
food or money to 
help us with the 
influx of families. 
You can add to 
your grocery bill 
at Meijer Store 
with cards found 
at the checkouts 
or customer ser-
vice. We will take 
donations every 
Wednesdays of 
the month from 
8:30 to 11a.m. 

We are located in the outreach 
building behind the Trini-
ty Episcopal Church, 100 E. 
Houghton Ave., PO Box 543, 
West Branch. We want to thank 
those that have donated. If bad 
weather, phone ahead at 315-
725-1199 to see if we are open. 
We are open every Wednes-
day from 9-11 a.m. or until we 
run out of food. Families can 
come once a month. We want 
to thank those individual do-
nors for their generosity at this 
special time. We also have sev-
eral businesses to thank, Star 
Bucks, General Dollar stores 
of West Branch and St. Helen, 
and last but not least, KFC. 
This institution is an equal op-
portunity provider.

FOOD TRUCK
The monthly food truck will 

be at the First United Meth-
odist Church on the corner of 
Fairview and State roads, West 
Branch, on March 13. Line-up 
at 9 a.m. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

BY SALLY A. REA
Even though the Ogemaw 

County Historical Museum is 
closed until May 21, there is a 
possibility that you can get ac-
cess to the museum. Just call our 
curator, Sally Rea, at 989-343-
0177.  If you need our RADA cut-
lery, Driving Tour books, Prescott 
History book, West Branch Girl’s 
Basketball team, First Landown-
ers, Centennial Farms book plus 
all the paperwork to apply for the 
plaque, Selkirk History, and Da-
mon History, we can make an ap-
pointment for you.

January and February have re-
ally been cold. I have been trying 
to get some changes in the glass 

Update on the County Historical Museum
cases and just finished one case 
with West Branch High School 
memorabilia and I 
still could add a few 
things. The second 
glass case I have 
changed is artifacts 
from the old State 
Savings Bank with 
a lot of interesting 
items. With the cold 
weather I don’t get in 
as often as I should. 
The furnace keeps 
our building nice and 
warm and a joy to 
walk into.

Barry Wilkinson 
is working on getting the outside 

of the building repainted. He is 
seeking some bids. Barry does a 
wonderful job on the upkeep of 

our museum. Thanks, 
Barry.

We are looking 
forward to our spring 
and summer with 
“Music on the Porch” 
and finding new 
events to utilize the 
porch.

I am working with 
several townships on 
history and pictures.

Remember we will 
be reopening on May 
21, Thursdays and 

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Hope to see you!

BY APRIL HARKEY-MASON
We had a wonderful turnout for 

the 989 Raceway’s Frozen Fury 
that was held Feb. 7 on Skidway 
Lake. There were 33 registered 
racers and around 300 spectators 
throughout the day. The numbers 
would have been larger if the day 
was not so cold. Everyone had a 
great time despite the cold. Next 
year’s plans are hopefully to ex-
pand to an all-out ice carnival 
with inflatable rides and games 
for kids and a fishing tournament. 
Possibly even a two-day event. 

There were mowers, go karts, 
minibikes, quads, snowmobiles 
and more and16 different class-
es. The Something Different food 
trailer was offering awesome 
food. The Cardinal Optimist Club 
was there selling coffee and hot 
cocoa. Project Graduation from 
Whittemore Prescott School also 
had a bake sale. The 989 Race-
way organized this event out of 
the goodness of their heart. No 
admission was charged for any-
one.  Registration was charged for 
entering the races and that money 
went to purchase trophy plaques 

for the event and advertising.
The 989 Raceway sponsors 

both private and 
professional for 
the community. 
We are lucky to 
have people like 
Glen Stellwag and 
Samantha Young 
in our area. It is 
hard to find peo-
ple willing to do 
all the work of set-
ting something up 
like this for free. 
Thank you to both 
and their crew for all 
your hard work.  

The Mills Township Board 
is hoping to make our Indepen-
dence Day celebration an all-day 
event this year. They want people 
to come watch the parade and go 
to Newman Park after the parade 
and enjoy the day with all kinds 
of activities. These activities 
would entertain everyone through 
the afternoon and into the evening 
and then they would be there for 
the fireworks at dusk. There was 
discussion on having a petting 

zoo, craft show, beer tent, bounce 
house, food trucks and other ac-

tivities.  Every-
thing is in the 
beginning stages 
now and the Mills 
Township Board 
and the Skidway 
Lake Chamber of 
Commerce will be 
discussing plans.  
If you have any 
ideas, call the 
Mills Township 
Hall at 989-873-
4411 and share 

them with the board. 
The Whittemore Prescott High 

School is planning a Career and 
College night on March 11 from 
4:30 p.m.-7 p.m. They are hop-
ing for lots of businesses, groups, 
and organizations to participate. If 
you are interested in participating, 
contact Mr. Jakubik at the high 
school 989-756-2501, extension 
550.

Remember if you have any 
news to share with me, call or text 
989-578-8768. Until next time, 
God Bless.

News from the Skidway Lake area

MSU Extension education for farmers 
in northeast Michigan
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BY LAURA BENDER
When I sit down to write, the 

first thing I do is turn on instru-
mental music to help 
me focus. When I 
make a long drive, 
I listen to tunes that 
keep me energized. 
If I get stuck in traf-
fic, I use music to 
manage stress, so 
I don’t invoke my 
“inner New York-
er,” which is a real 
problem for someone 
born in Brooklyn. You likely rely 
on music for many of these same 
reasons.

Since we were children, my 
husband Ken and I have played 
musical instruments, usually as 
part of a group. Currently Ken 
plays baritone, and I play bass 
clarinet in the Tawas Community 
Concert Band. Those of you who 
sing or play an instrument know 
how making music can improve 
mood, keep negative thoughts 
at bay and even help you think 
better. Music is a language that 
speaks to the soul.

Because mu-
sic has the ability 
to improve focus, 
mood, and cog-
nition, and when 
done in groups, can 
provide healthy so-
cial interactions, it 
is an excellent tool 
for helping military 
veterans who strug-
gle with the effects 
of their service. 
You can’t have in-
trusive thoughts 
while playing or 
singing. Focusing 
on tone quality and 
instrumentation 
takes the attention 

BY STEPHANIE STEPHENS
Across Michigan and the na-

tion, youth programs are feeling 
the strain of shrinking 
volunteer numbers, 
and 4-H is no excep-
tion. While the need 
for youth development 
opportunities continue 
to grow, the number 
of adults able to step 
forward and support 
these programs is not 
keeping pace. 

Volunteers have al-
ways been the back-
bone of 4-H. Caring 
adults can serve as club leaders, 
mentors, instructors, chaperones, 
and positive role models. MSU 
Extension provides volunteers 
with ongoing support, training, 
materials, and even funds for 
clubs or events. Local volunteer, 
Elton L., said he “enjoys seeing 
youth learn new skills and watch-
ing these skills progress with 
age.” 

Without volunteers, our local 
youth are unable to have access 
to hands-on learning experiences 

that teach confidence, 
leadership, responsi-
bility, and community 
involvement. 

We need you! 
Amazing things hap-
pen when caring 
adults share their 
talents. We’d love 
to offer more hands-
on opportunities for 
youth to learn life 
skills such as sewing, 
cooking and nutri-

tion, vehicle maintenance, and so 
much more.

Do you have a skill, hobby, or 
passion you’d be excited to share? 
Your knowledge could spark con-
fidence, creativity, and lifelong 
skills in a young person right here 
in our community.

Let’s make it happen togeth-
er. Call the MSU Extension of-
fice at 989-345-0692 or email 
steph544@msu.edu to learn more. 

BY LADONNA SCHULTZ
At our last meeting, members 

of the Cardinal Optimist Club of 
Skidway Lake conducted “reg-
ular business” working through 
the agenda.  On the schedule were 
various requests for financial 
support.  Our club voted to pay 
for transportation so the Whit-
temore-Prescott bowling team 
could compete in a state compe-
tition, a spot they earned through 
hard work and skill. They agreed 
to buy a placard to support the 
new swine barn the Ogemaw 
County Fair Board is erecting. 
We voted to purchase four belt 
buckles for the Ogemaw Agricul-
tural Society to be given away 
at the county fair for equestrian 
excellence. The club budgeted 
funds to support a poetry contest 
at the Whittemore-Prescott High 
School. In addition, we agreed to 
purchase a camel to support the 

outreach programing of our broth-
ers and sisters in the West Branch 
Optimist Club camel race. 

On my drive home 
from the meeting, I 
started to think about 
the content of this 
article. What was I 
going to write about 
this month? We do 
not have a major 
event planed in the 
month of February 
to report on or pub-
licize. Our standard 
meeting was very typical and not 
“newsworthy.”    

Then it struck me, while our 
club does hold major events like 
Breakfast with Santa, Fun in the 
Sun, and the Bike Rodeo which 
all make great informative arti-
cles, but just as important are the 
simple things we do that make a 
difference in our community. 

 The votes to help the Whitte-
more-Prescott bowing team, the 
Fair Board, the Agricultural So-

ciety and the West 
Branch Optimist 
Club may be simple 
and in the big pic-
ture a small gesture; 
however, added to 
the many “small ges-
tures” made by simi-
lar clubs or patrons in 
the community really 
does make a differ-
ence.  Every little bit 

really does count.  I was proud 
to attend this “typical” COCOSL 
meeting and combine my vote 
with my fellow Optimists to help 
fund these great causes.  It is a 
reminder that small actions done 
with good intentions can change 
the world.

Community

LADONNA  SCHULTZ

BY JOE BELL
VICE-PRESIDENT

The Optimist Club of West 
Branch meets every Thursday 
morning at 7 a.m.  Loggers Depot 
in downtown West Branch hosts 
our meeting and feeds us a great 
breakfast with many menu op-
tions to choose from. We would 
love to have you come and join us 
for breakfast and let us show you 
what the Optimist Club is work-
ing on next to benefit the children 
of our community and the world.

On Thursday, Feb. 19, we had 
a presentation by representatives 
for Kirtland Community Col-
lege. Kirtland Foundation Exec-
utive Director Heather Appold 
spoke about the scholarships 

Courtesy photo
Representatives from Kirtland Community Collage recently attended a West 
Branch Optimist Club meeting regarding the scholarships awarded to stu-
dents. Pictured (l-r) club President Larry Watson, KCC President and Opti-
mist member Gary Roberts, student Utah Gusa, and KCC Foundation Director 
Heather Appold.

Updates from West Branch Optimist Club The Heart of 4-H:
Why our community needs
volunteers more than ever

STEPHANIE STEPHENS

BY GAIL HUGHEY
SUPERINTENDENT

WEST BRANCH-ROSE CITY 
SCHOOLS

The West Branch-Rose City 
Area School Board has an-
nounced Heather Kearns as the 
latest recipient of the "Above 
and Beyond" Award, the district’s 
highest honor.

Since 1989, the Board of Edu-
cation has recognized staff, stu-
dents, and community members 
who leave a positive impact on 
the district. The "Above and Be-
yond" designation is considered 
the "ultimate" award; one not 
granted lightly and reserved for 
those whose merit is deemed truly 
outstanding after significant board 
deliberation.

Kearns was honored for vol-
unteer work and contributions, 
defined by leadership, generosity, 
and an unwavering commitment 
to the student body. Her involve-
ment has spanned many areas 

across the district, 
including serving as 
school board presi-
dent, volunteer vol-
leyball coach, class-
room volunteer, 
popcorn parent, 
committee chair, 
and teacher appreci-
ation organizer.

Kearns’ prima-
ry mission has re-
mained steadfast: 
to leave the dis-
trict better than she 
found it. Her lead-
ership was partic-
ularly vital during 
the planning and 
construction phases 
of the 2022 Bond 
Project. As these projects reach 
completion, the physical and ed-
ucational landscape of the district 
stands as a testament to her vision 
and the community’s support.

The West Branch-Rose City 
Area Schools remain committed 

awarded to 125 students for the 
current school year and how they 
are funded. These scholarships 
ranged in size from $500, $1000, 
or $1,500. Fifteen of these student 
scholarship recipients were from 
Ogemaw County. Handouts for 
the presentation showed the finan-
cial impact of the school locally 
and throughout the region.

Student representative Utah 
Gusa described his student life at 
Kirtland as a multi-sport athlete 
and scholarship recipient. Com-
peting at the college level sounds 
very challenging in cross country 
and track and field events.

Every year in March the Op-
timist Club holds a Camel Race 

Cardinal Optimist Club makes a difference

Courtesy photo
Heather Kearns (l) was presented the prestigious 
“Above and Beyond” Award. She is pictured with 
West Branch-Rose City Area Schools Superintendent 
Gail Hughey.

WBRC Schools honor Heather Kearns for 
dedication ‘Above and Beyond’

to its mission of educational ex-
cellence, reminding residents that 
"Your future begins here." 

The district extends its deepest 
gratitude to Heather Kearns for 
her years of selfless service.

Photos by Laura Bender
Ken Anderson, of West Branch, receives a plaque from 
Jim Blankenship of the Bay Veterans Foundation to 
thank him for his support of the Guitars2Vets Pro-
gram.

Honoring Ken Anderson 
for his work of restoring 
guitars for veterans

off physical ailments. Even man-
aged breathing or repetitive 

movements can have 
a calming effect.  

Knowing how 
powerful music can 
be, the Bay Veterans 
Foundation, 1009 
North Madison St., 
Bay City, created 
a program to teach 
veterans how to 
play the guitar. The 
program is open to 

any veteran from any county. The 
lessons are free, and if a veteran 
completes ten, they are given a 
free guitar. 

When Jim Blankenship intro-
duced this program at a meet-
ing of the Mid-Michigan Mental 
Health Advocacy Council, of 
which I am a member, I knew this 
endeavor would interest my hus-
band. 

Ken has a long history of blend-
ing his musical abilities with his 
military service. A retired Redford 

LAURA BENDER

OPTIMIST continues on page 6 »

ANDERSON continues on page 9 »
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There are also fun contests 
planned that you can only win if 
you listen to the current record-
ings. 

“I am excited about this collab-
oration with our community part-
ners,” Heather Neuhaus, execu-
tive director of the West Branch 
Visitors Bureau, said. “I look for-
ward to the different ways we can 
use these to showcase our unique 
local attractions.”

As the warmer weather ap-
proaches, check out the various 
Crank Boxes with your family 
and friends. Out-of-town guests 

stopping by for a few days? Don’t 
fret about what to do with them. 
Take them on the Twisted Tour 
of Tales to introduce them to the 
place you call home. 

For more information or to 
learn about new locations, visit 
www.visitwestbranch.com, call 
989-345-2821 or stop by the West 
Branch Visitors Bureau at 422 
W. Houghton Ave. Rack cards 
announcing the Twisted Tour of 
Tales can also be found in MDOT 
Welcome Centers throughout 
Michigan.

« Continued from page 1
Tales

« Continued from page 1
Quilt

The West Branch Visitors Bureau Board of Directors pose for a photo in front 
of the West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce office, where one of the crank 
boxes is located. Pictured (l-r) Heather Neuhaus, Ramona Elliott, Samantha 
Defour, Emil Rousseau and Michelle Frechette.

Photo courtesy of WBACC

In order to be considered as a 
Quilts of Valor recipient, the indi-
vidual must first receive a nomi-
nation, which then goes through a 
review process by the QOVF. Af-
ter receiving the nomination, the 
QOVF verifies eligibility as the 
nominee must be an active-du-
ty service member or living vet-
eran with honorable or general 
discharge who has been touched 
by war. Next, they prioritize the 
nominees by service era, conflict, 
and conditions of war.

Clark was drafted by the U.S. 
Army in 1967 where he served 
two years during the Vietnam 
War. This war lasted from 1955-
1975 and resulted in over 58,000 
United States Military casualties. 

Upon receiving a Quilt of Val-
or for his service, Clark was then 
made aware it was another local 
veteran and area resident, Barry 

Wilkinson, that nominated him 
for this honor.

“It’s a nice gesture and nice to 
be honored,” Clark said.

The hand-made quilt was pre-
sented to Clark in his place of 
business in December by the 
QOVF Michigan State Coordina-
tor, Lynn Lebeck.

The quilt Clark received, 
stitched in bold red, white, and 
blue fabrics and patterned with 
stars, reflects both the patriotism 
and care that went into every 
piece.

“It is a very large quilt, and 
they don’t want you to just fold 
it up – they want you to use it,” 
Clark said.

The recognition of military vet-
erans and those in active duty has 
increased over the past several 
years and it brings a feeling of ap-
preciation, he said.

“It’s nice to be recognized and 
know that people appreciate what 
you did,” Clark said.

After just receiving a Quilt of 
Valor in recognition for service 
in the military, Clark was then 
honored again by receiving the 
Grange Bell Dedication to the 
Community Award. This award 
given by the West Branch Area 
Chamber of Commerce and rec-
ognized by the State of Michigan.

Clark was selected as the 2025 
recipient for his continuous in-
volvement, generosity, and genu-
ine dedication to the West Branch 
community.

As written in the State of Mich-
igan Tribute document presented 
with the award, “His unwavering 
dedication serves as a testament 
to the power of selflessness and 
the profound difference one indi-
vidual can make.” Photo by Lois Bergquist

Joe Clark, joined by his wife, Clara (r), receives the Grange Bell Dedication 
to Community Award presented by Kathy Collins (pictured left) on behalf of 
the West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce and the family of Grange Bell.

fundraiser at the West Branch 
Knights of Columbus Hall. This 
year's event will be on March 21, 
and it is the highlight of our year. 
Thirty-six camels compete on the 
tabletop racetrack, and you bet 
on each race using camel bucks 
that are purchased at the event. 
The camels are all decorated by 
their sponsors who compete to 
win the best-looking camel prize. 
It is a great way to support the 
kids in our community because 
all of the money raised that night 

is invested back to our children 
through scholarships and all of 
the children-focused events that 
we put on each year. So, shake 
off those midwinter blues and 
come join us for an exciting night 
of racing.

We close each meeting by re-
citing the Optimist Creed part of 
which states: "Promise yourself 
to greet every living you meet 
with a smile!" What a great way 
to approach your life! ‘Bye for 
now! 

« Continued from page 5
Optimist

The Ogemaw Heights Theatrical Troupe Presents...

Music by
George Stiles

Book and Lyrics by
Anthony Drewe

March 19, 20, 2026, at 7 p.m.
 March 21, 2026, at 2 p.m and 7 p.m.

In the OHHS Auditorium

Tickets are $12 and are available at 
ohhstt.ludus.com

The OHHS Office 
KIT’S in West Branch

The OHHS Theatrical Troupe is Sponsored in Part By:
Fritz-Crecine Agency Pinnacle Rehabilitation

HONK is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI)
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.

www.mtishows.com

A Musical Tale of “The Ugly Duckling”
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several volunteer opportunities.”
Visitors can expect to explore 

local business exhibits, discov-
er job and volunteer opportuni-
ties and network with employers 
and community members. They'll 
also have access to community 
resources, educational workshops 
and possibly family-friendly 

activities, all while supporting lo-
cal businesses and services.

The event is free to attend.
Any businesses who would like 

to participate in the expo can vis-
it www.wbacc.com or stop in the 
Chamber office, located at 422 W. 
Houghton Ave., to register.

"(The expo) provides a unique 

opportunity to connect local busi-
nesses and organizations with the 
community,” Neuhaus said. “We 
are excited to bring people togeth-
er to strengthen our local econ-
omy and create lasting connec-
tions and focus on what Ogemaw 
County has to offer.”

« Continued from page 1
Expo

Name: _____________________________________________________    Date: _______

Winter Wonderland
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hibernate snowflake snowball sweater

mittens sniffle shiver snowman

chimney blanket frosty frozen

skate hoodie hockey ski

scarf cough Elsa sled
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Women on the Move

Courtesy photo
The local chapter in West Branch of Business and Professional Women (BPW) 
is an organization supporting and mentoring women. The BPW has started 
a new program, “Women on the Move,” recognizing and honoring area 
business women.  
Julie Hock, owner of Maxwell Therapy Farms, which began in 2022, was 
chosen for her services she provides to benefit local children. Julie has several 
programs available from learning to lead and ride a horse, caring for small 
animals and having responsibilities. Julie has provided a small library where 
they can sit and read books or do homework while there. More programs 
are on the table, making her business grow to nurture children through her 
therapy farm. Pictured (l-r) Pam Hilts, president of the West Branch BPW and 
Julie Hock.

CALL KATHY 
989-450-6163

TO DISCUSS YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS

Ogemaw County

Superior News

SEE PUZZLE ON PAGE 8

March 11-25, 2026

March 11-25
• Save 15-20% on Farm 

& Fleet Filters!

• Savings on oils,  
chemicals, and many 
other items

March 12 only
• Savings on Wix Filters

• Tool Show

 • Lunch and refreshments
  will be served

Located at:
West Branch Automotive

623 W. Houghton
West Branch, MI
(989) 345-0996

a good showing, too. They raised 
$1,356.20. Special recognition 
goes to Eion Jones, who raised 
$500, the largest amount for an 
individual player, and Lehner’s 
Collision, which was the largest 
business contributor. 

Through the combined efforts 
of players, donors, and sponsor 
Jeffrey Erickson, the true winner 
was the American Cancer Soci-
ety, whose vision is to end can-
cer through advocacy, research, 
and patient support. Thanks to the 
Ogemaw Heights High School 
girls and boys varsity basketball 
teams for their combined dona-
tion of $3,588.44 and their effort 
to raise awareness of an issue that 
touches all our lives.

The Ogemaw Heights High School 
girls and boys varsity basketball 
teams competed against each other 
in Coaches vs. Cancer to raise money 
for the American Cancer Society. Courtesy photo

The West Branch Ak-
tion Club entertained 
about 40 guests on 
Friday, Feb. 13, at the 
First United Method-
ist Church.  Bob was 
the DJ for the dance. 
Food was provided 
as part of the entry 
price.  Fun was had by 
all that attended. The 
group’s next event is 
Red Pin Bowling at 
Ogemaw Lanes on 
March 8, from noon 
to 4 p.m. Pictured 
front row (l-r) mem-
bers Violet, Second 
Row Bob, Ronnie, 
Malorie and Jordan. 
Back row (l-r) Jake, 
John, Heather, Jen-
nifer, Catherine and 
Sue.

Aktion Club hosts Valentine’s Day dance

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
Congratulations to Caleb Tennant, 13, of West Branch, for bowling a perfect 
game in the Jameson Memorial 9-pin Tournament on Sunday, Feb. 22, at Oge-
maw Lanes.

West Branch youth 
bowls perfect game

Got a story idea??
We'd love to hear form you.

Contact Deanna at:
 989-482-7695 or 

deanna@superior-news.com
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Klemmer’s Klemmer’s 
ProcessingProcessing

Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
989-345-2869989-345-2869

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

ACE ELECTRIC
PLUMBING & HEATING

   3222 W. Houghton Ave.
  West Branch, MI  48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

Stump Grinding - Sand and Gravel Delivery - Brush
Hogging - Property Cleanup - AND MORE!

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com

lucas@redswb.com

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

989-343-5022

302 W. Houghton Ave., Downtown West Branch

Support
Good
Tattoos

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Your New & Quality Used
Firearms Headquarters!

Cash
 for 
Guns!

 www.cliffesmondsports.com

Cliff EsmondCliff Esmond
SportsSports

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Rose City

Give us a Call:

(989) 280-2469

Open by Appointment Only for a More Personal
Buying or Selling Experience! 

New and Used Firearms, Suppressors,
and Accessories

Cliff Esmond
Sports

Cliff Esmond
Sports

* CASH FOR GUNS * * CASH FOR GUNS * 

www.Cli�EsmondSports.com 

More than $500,000 has been 
awarded to businesses in Mich-
igan Works! Region 7B service 
area.

Seven businesses in the Mich-
igan Works! Region 7B service 
area will soon be upskilling em-
ployees using Going PRO Talent 
Fund training dollars. Among the 
successful businesses was Mid 
Michigan Plastics and Tooling 
with $13,923.60.

Grants through the Going PRO 
Talent Fund are awarded in part-
nership with Michigan Works! 
Agencies (MWAs). Participating 
employers play an integral role in 
defining their key training needs, 
then work with their local MWA 
and other partners to develop 
and implement strategic training 
plans.

“When businesses receive Go-
ing PRO Talent Fund training dol-
lars, it’s more than an investment 
in skill development — it’s trans-
formational,” said Mark L. Ber-
dan, Executive Director, Michi-
gan Works! Region 7B. “These 
dollars help employers fill critical 
gaps, give workers the chance 
to grow into higher-skill, high-
er-wage careers, and strengthen 
the entire community in the pro-
cess.”

In addition to Mid Michigan 
Plastics and Tooling, the fol-
lowing businesses in the Mich-
igan Works! Region 7B ser-
vice area also received awards: 

Courtesy photo
Mid Michigan Plastics and Tooling’s Sassan Tarahomi and Teresa Tarahomi (holding check) pose, along with American Playworks employees, at their recent 
ribbon cutting at sister company American Playworks in Rose City. They were also joined by Michigan Works! Region 7B Executive Director Mark L. Berdan (fifth 
from left), Michigan Works! Region 7B Ogemaw County Director of Business Services and Economic Development Penny Payea (fourth from right), and Michigan 
Works! Region 7B Chief Operating Officer Pam O’Laughlin (third from right).

Businesses partner with Michigan Works! Region 7B
for Going PRO Talent Fund applications

Arenac County, Au Gres Fire-
place and Chimney ($5850) 
and DBK’s Concrete ($5995); 
Clare County, Miller Logging 
($40,500) and Northern Logistics 
($166,656); Iosco County, Kalit-
ta Air ($242,500), and Roscom-
mon County, Lear Corporation 
($74,874.86).

Michigan Gov. Whitmer joined 
Michigan Department of Labor 
and Economic Opportunity (LEO) 
recently to award $25 million in 
this latest round of  Going PRO 
Talent Fund  grants to 449 busi-
nesses across the state. Businesses 

will use the funding to train 8,657 
current employees and 4,165 new 
hires, including 3,097 registered 
apprentices, ensuring Michigan 
employers have the talent they 
need to grow while helping more 
workers succeed in high-demand 
fields.

Employers who received grants 
in this cycle represent a diverse 
cross-section of Michigan’s econ-
omy, including advanced man-
ufacturing, construction, clean 
energy and healthcare. Award re-
cipients are using the funds to up-
skill employees, implement new 

technologies and retain workers in 
a competitive labor market.

The Going PRO Talent Fund 
supports a range of employer-led 
training options, including class-
room instruction, on-the-job train-
ing for new employees and regis-
tered apprenticeships that lead to 
industry-recognized credentials.

Of the 488 total awards this 
cycle, 88 percent (428) are small 
businesses with fewer than 500 
employees, and 56 percent (272) 
of all businesses receiving fund-
ing have fewer than 100 employ-
ees.

The Going PRO Talent Fund 
supports the goals of the  Mich-
igan Statewide Workforce Plan. 
The 2024 Employment and Train-
ing Annual Report shows that 
Michigan helps more people ac-
cess employment than any other 
state in the Midwest, leads the na-
tion in adult credential attainment 
and ranks No. 3 nationally for 
helping adults get jobs.

To learn more about the Going 
PRO Talent Fund and its impact, 
visit Michigan.gov/TalentFund.
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HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

38 Meter • 5 Section Z-Boom
Justin Benjamin, Scheduler

989.387.2134
Jake Wangler, Operator

989.312.3177
PO Box 679 • West Branch, MI 48661
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Road to Recovery Starts Here...

TOUR TODAY!
• 24 Hour Nursing Care
• Physical, Occupational,
  Speech Therapy
• Long Term Care

• Transportation to and from
  Appointments
• Laundry Service
• Complimentary Television/WIFI

• Daily Activities

Please Contact
Cyndi Egan

for information
989-390-1761

cegan@villahc.com

QUALITY HOMES
& MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths & More
www.AQHMS.com

30+ Years
Experience

Electrician/Builder

Rick Smith
989-836-3575

Rick@AQHMS.com

Call Today!
989-728-5955

130 East Ainsley
Hale, MI 48739

We offer a variety
of services to make
your home more
comfortable.
Financing Options Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
Service!

Services We Provide
• Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling
• HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps
• Boilers New Install and Replacement
• HVAC Preventative Maintenance
• Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service
• Plumbing Services and Install
 • Preferred Maintenance Agreements
• Eectrical Services Commercial/Residentialwww.colvinsheating.com

JMC DUMPSTERS
5 - 10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023
JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

“Our 66th Year in Business - 2nd Generation”

Free Estimates

Insurance Work
Welcome

Auto, Home,
Commercial

Mobile Service

Stone Chip
Repair

Screens

1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch
(989) 345-0616

meierglass@charter.net

Since 1957Meier Glass Service
Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane   West Branch

Landscape ContractorLandscape Contractor
• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems

• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes

lehnerscollision@yahoo.com Tim Lehner
Owner

2789 S. M-76 989-345-0577
West Branch Fax: 989-345-0767

Limited Lifetime
Warranty State Certified • FREE ESTIMATES

CHIEF
EZ-LINER

EVERGREEN 
CONTRACTING 

WEST SIDE STORAGE
State-of-the-art facility.  

24-hour access to your belongings.

Storage units from:
 10 ft. x 10 ft to 10 ft. x 40 ft units

100 sq. ft. -1,052 sq. ft.

westsidestoragewb@gmail.com

Heated Garage units available 
1955 Ski Park Rd. • West Branch

989-345-0326

police officer and United States 
Navy Reservist, he has provided 
“Taps” at military and police fu-
nerals for over 30 years, at a rate 
of at least one each week. Do the 
math. To quote Ken, “No one who 
has served their country should be 
buried without ‘Taps’ played live 
at their funeral.”

My last duty station was the 
Naval Nuclear Power School, 
where brilliant sailors earn three 
quarters of a bachelor's degree 
in nuclear physics in one year of 
classroom time. To help manage 
their stress, Ken created a concert 
band for students and faculty. The 
band, with over two dozen musi-
cians, provided concerts at both 
military and civilian venues in 
and around Charleston, S.C. One 
of Ken’s tasks was maintaining 
the instruments. His specialty was 
brass restoration. When we re-
tired and moved to West Branch, 
he transitioned to wooden instru-
ments, specifically guitars.

When I told Ken about the 
Guitars for Vets program, within 
days, guitars began appearing at 
our home. Each afternoon, Ken 
sat in his workshop restoring and 
restringing them, always having 
a few for me to take to the next 
meeting. Perhaps it’s not a good 
idea for Ken to have a Goodwill 
app on his phone. At one-point 
last spring, I counted 28 restored 
guitars in our living room. I guess 
sitting on the couch pales in com-
parison to helping local veterans.

One guitar Ken restored was 
a Franciscan, a simple acoustic 

known for its full-bodied sound. 
Instead of giving that guitar to a 
specific veteran, the Bay Veterans 
Foundation offered it and a beau-
tiful veteran-made wooden stand 
to the chapel at the Aleda E. Lutz 
VA Medical Center in Saginaw.

On Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2026, vet-
erans, hospital administrators and 
staff, and representatives of local 
veteran organizations gathered in 
the chapel for a dedication cere-
mony.  

“We are dedicating this guitar 
to be used by anyone who comes 
to the VA and wants to have 
some quiet time,” Mike Jamrog 
of the Bay Veterans Foundation 
said. “It’s meant to help veter-
ans quiet their minds and think 
good thoughts instead of negative 
ones.” During the ceremony, Ken 
received a plaque which said:

“With gratitude to Kenneth 
Anderson for his remarkable gift 
of guitars to the Bay Veterans 
Foundation Guitar Program. Your 
generosity has given veterans the 
healing power of music, the joy of 
learning, and the strength of com-
munity. Thank you for making a 
lasting difference.” 

When I wander into Ken’s 
workshop and see him re-lacquer-
ing a guitar’s surface or sanding 
away a scar, I know these acts of 
restoration are part of his com-
mitment to honor veterans and be 
part of their restoration as well.

If you would like to partici-
pate in this mission by donating 
a guitar, you can email Ken at 
mac_0192@yahoo.com. If you 

« Continued from page 5
Anderson

are a veteran interested in free 
guitar lessons, classes are held on 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
and Wednesdays from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Bay Veterans 

Foundation. Contact Jim Blan-
kenship at 989-270-1181 to join.

I am proud and thankful for my 
husband’s sustained support of 
military veterans, including me. 

It's good we are in agreement on 
this issue since there are already 
four guitars in our living room 
ready to go!

Ogemaw County

Superior News

The Ogemaw County Superior 

News is seeking an experienced 

freelance graphic designer to join 

our dynamic team. Remote posi-

tion. 

For more information, including 

a detailed job description and re-

quired skills, please submit your re-

sume and cover letter to: Publisher 

Deanna Surbrook at deanna@supe-

rior-news.com.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
IS SEEKING A
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Maude Jessie McDaniel passed 
away on Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026, 
at Sherman Glen Manor in Na-
tional City, Mich., at the 
age of 101 with her fam-
ily by her side. She was 
born on May 5, 1924, 
in Stittsville, Mich., 
to Charley and Mary 
(Hays) McLeod. She 
married the love of her 
life, Douglas McDaniel, 
on March 8, 1947.

Jessie is survived by her daugh-
ter, Karen (Randy) Reasner, and 
son Hubert (Jean) McDaniel. She 
is also survived by 11 grandchil-
dren, 28 great-grandchildren, and 

six great- great-grandchildren.
She is preceded in death by 

her parents, Charley and Mary 
McLeod; her husband, 
Douglas McDaniel; and 
Maude also mourned 
the loss of her children, 
Linda, Edward, Chuck 
(Trudy) McDaniel; her 
brothers, Rex, Alvin, 
Hubert, and sisters Min-
nie and Wilma.

Maude was cremated 
per her wishes. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Steuernol & McLaren Funer-
al Home in West Branch.  www.
steuernolmclaren.com.

Roger Edward Gildner, age 
82, passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026, at My-
Michigan Medical Center in West 
Branch. He was born on 
April 7, 1943, in Detroit, 
to Clifford and Doris 
(Cool) Gildner. Roger 
lived in West Branch his 
entire life.

Roger graduated 
from West Branch High 
School in 1961 and then 
enlisted in the United 
States Navy, serving honorably in 
Vietnam. After returning home, he 
dedicated himself to his career at 
the West Branch Concrete Block 
Company, where he worked tire-
lessly and eventually became a 
co-owner.

In addition to his business ca-
reer, Roger had a deep passion 
for cattle farming on the family 
property. He spent countless hours 
putting up hay and working at 
Hillcrest Farms alongside his fam-
ily. Known as a jack of all trades, 
Roger could always be counted on 
to lend his skills wherever they 
were needed.

Roger was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus No. 2022, 
where he proudly held the title 
of a 3rd Degree Knight. His pas-
sion for serving others extended 
beyond his job, as he also vol-
unteered as a firefighter with 
the Ogemaw Fire Department, 
continuing the service he began 
during his time as a firefighter on 
the USS Waldron.

In addition to his career and 
service, Roger had a passion for 
the great outdoors. He enjoyed 
fishing and hunting, often em-
barking on memorable trips to 
Colorado and Canada. He cher-
ished the thrill of racing cars in 
his early years at the West Branch 
Speedway and was one of the 
original members of the Frank Al-
ley Snowmobile Club. These in-
terests brought him immense joy 
and allowed him to forge lasting 

memories with family and friends.
Roger's legacy lives on through 

his loving wife of 22 years, Lin-
da Gildner, and his children: Julie 

(Roger) Harger, Roger 
(Stacy) Gildner, Gail 
Gildner, Kari (Charles) 
Davenport, Mathew 
Gildner, Gregory (Re-
nee) Brown, and The-
resa (David) Jones. He 
was a proud grandfather 
to Kevin (Jill) Harg-
er, Jonathon Harger, 

Courtney (Marc) Brock, Stepha-
nie (Josh) Fales, Steven (Brook-
lyn Elenbass) Guntzviller, Hailey 
(Eric) Queener, Kelly (Andrew) 
Arbour, Malloree Guntzviller, 
Jackson Guntzviller, Ahrion Dav-
enport, Alexander Davenport, Ar-
abella Davenport, Harrison Gild-
ner, Sophia Gildner, Justin Brown 
and Matthew Jones. Roger was 
also blessed with 13 great-grand-
children, who brought him end-
less joy and love.

He is preceded in death by his 
beloved parents, Clifford and Do-
ris Gildner; his sister Joyce Alley, 
and his brother, Alan Gildner.

A visitation was held on Mon-
day, Feb. 16, 2026, from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m., followed by a Rosary ser-
vice at 7 p.m. at the Steuernol & 
McLaren Funeral Homes in West 
Branch. Visitation also preceded 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
West Branch on Feb. 17 with mil-
itary honors at 10:45 a.m. and the 
funeral service at 11a.m.  Father 
Al Pillarelli officiated and burial 
took place at St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery.

Roger Edward Gildner will be 
remembered as a man of integrity, 
compassion, and unwavering loy-
alty to his family and community. 

Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Gary Sinise Founda-
tion.

Online condolences can be 
shared at www.steuernolmclaren.
com

Our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle and 
friend went Home to his Lord and 
Saviour Jesus. On May 18, 2025, 
just before his massive brain 
bleed forever changed his earthly 
life, Russ said calmly that ‘there 
is nothing home can’t fix’ and 
now his ultimate healing has tak-
en place in Heaven. 

Russ was born on Nov. 1, 1965, 
to James and Caroline Warren. 
He was fondly nicknamed “Bea-
ver” as he never knew when to 
quit working whether at work or 
at home. His first real job was 
being a caddy at the age of 11 at 
the West Branch Country Club. 
Russ always had a project go-
ing and took pride in everything 
he worked on. By trade he was a 
master electrician, both residen-
tial and commercial. He excelled 
at troubleshooting electrical and 
mechanical breakdowns and was 
a valuable asset to the many com-
panies he worked for in his career. 
Russ’s electrical panels and wir-
ing were efficient works of art. He 
always took the time necessary to 
finish well and never rushed a job 
without counting the cost of a job 
well done. He was a natural per-
fectionist in all he touched.

Russ’s favorite job of all was 
that of being a family man and 
being son, husband, father, grand-
father, brother, uncle and friend 
to many. Russ married his high 
school sweetheart and the love of 

his life, Ginger Ray, in 1984. To-
gether they ‘built a life you don't 
need a vacation from’ with their 
two beloved children, a 
son and daughter. Later 
they gained a son-in-
love, and two precious 
grandsons and countless 
pets. In their home, the 
ordinary became ex-
traordinary whether it 
was having picnics on 
the trails, karaoke in the garage, 
garden parties in the summers, No 
Rules Golf Tournaments or holi-
day wreath parties at Christmas. 
Russ lived for the simple joys 
in life where family and friends 
gathered together. He often told 
anyone who would listen that be-
ing his grandson's Papa was his 
favorite job in all the world.

Russ’s many hobbies included 
fishing, camping, motocross, CB 
radio, riding his Harley Davidson 
Sportster, bowling, stargazing, 
ATV trail riding, and golf. In later 
years, he greatly enjoyed build-
ing memorial gardens, collecting 
rocks, making trails and his John 
Deere tractor. 

Russ is survived by his loving 
wife of 42 years, Ginger Warren; 
their beautiful daughter, Caitlin 
(Chris) Baird; grandsons, Luke 
and Theo Baird and beloved dog 
Journey. He is survived by his 
brothers, Michael (Connie) War-
ren; Tony (Kathy) Warren, sister-
in-love Bonnie Warren, cousin 

Deb Foulcher, who was fondly 
revered as the sister he never had. 
Also, his treasured in-laws, James 

and Mary Warner, Kev-
in and Angel Milligan 
and several nephews 
and nieces. Russ is also 
survived by his best 
friend and heart broth-
er, Norman Kline, and 
many beloved friends 
that he loved dearly as 

brothers. 
He was preceded in death by 

his beloved gram, Viola Warren; 
parents, James and Caroline War-
ren; brother, Vernon Warren, and 
beloved son, Robert James War-
ren. 

The family would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to the staff 
of Compassus Hospice for their 
excellent care and compassion 
while caring for Russell.  

A memorial service was held 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, at Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Home in 
West Branch, officiated by Rev. 
Victor Schreffler and music led 
by Rebecca Schreffler. Dinner 
was served afterwards at Edwards 
Township Hall in West Branch.

The family requests contribu-
tions in memory of Russell War-
ren can be made in supporting his 
amazing friends at Area 4 Michi-
gan Special Olympics, 198 Pine 
Bluffs, Roscommon, MI 48653.

Norman Henry Krock, a 
cherished father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, brother, and 
friend, went to his heavenly home 
on Monday, Feb. 9, 2026, in East 
Lansing, Mich. Born in Chicago, 
Ill., on June 6, 1948, to Earl and 
Mary (McLeod) Krock, Norman 
was a bright and loving presence 
in the lives of all who knew him. 
Norman had lived in East Lan-
sing since 2008, formerly of In-
dianapolis, Ind., in 1975 and West 
Branch in 1994.

Education played an important 
role in Norman's life. He grad-
uated from Crete-Monee High 
School in Illinois and later earned 
an associate degree from Ivy Tech 
Community College in Indiana. 
His pursuit of knowledge laid the 
groundwork for his distinguished 
career. Norman worked for the 
Ed Sherman Moving Company in 
Indianapolis, Ind., as a supervi-
sor from 1975 to 1994, embody-
ing dedication and hard work. He 
then transitioned to a role as a bus 
driver for West Branch-Rose City 
Schools, where he touched the 

lives of students daily with his 
warmth and care.

Beyond his professional pur-
suits, Norman was ac-
tively involved in his 
church and dedicated 
his time to SOWER 
(Servants on Wheels 
Ever Ready) and AWA-
NA. His passions in-
cluded playing with his 
great-grandchildren, 
traveling in his RV, tin-
kering, auto repairs, and helping 
those in need, all of which reflect-
ed his kind-hearted nature.

A devoted family man, Norman 
found immense joy in spending 
time with his children and grand-
children. He is survived by his 
son, Darren Krock (Jane De Los 
Santos) of West Branch, and his 
daughter, Kathryn Krock of East 
Lansing. Norman's legacy will 
live on through his granddaughter, 
Brianna, and great-grandchildren, 
Winston, Jayce, and Genasis, who 
brought him boundless happiness. 
Additionally, he will be missed 
by his sisters, Grace (Wayman) 

Thompson of Kincaid, Kan., and 
Flora (Gerald) Oler of Albany, 
Wisc., and numerous nieces and 

nephews who shared in 
many fond memories 
with him throughout 
their lives.

Norman was pre-
ceded in death by his 
beloved wife, Sandra 
Krock, whose memo-
ry he cherished dearly. 
He was also preceded 

by his parents, Earl Krock and 
Mary Culy, as well as his brother, 
Richard Krock, and sisters, Becky 
Warmouth and Earlene "Cookie" 
Krock.

As we remember Norman Hen-
ry Krock, we celebrate a life well-
lived, filled with love, serving his 
Lord and Savior, and a commit-
ment to family and friends

Memorial contributions can 
be made to Lake Lansing Baptist 
Church in East Lansing, Mich.

Arrangements were handled 
by Steuernol & McLaren Funer-
al Home in West Branch, Mich. 
www.steuernolmclaren.com

Obituaries

Honor your loved ones with a complementary obituary listing
Ogemaw County 

Superior News
Email obituary to:

deanna@superior-news.com

Maude Jessie McDaniel
May 5, 1924 – Feb. 14, 2026

Roger Edward Gildner
April 7, 1943 – Feb. 11, 2026

Norman Henry Krock
June 6, 1948 – Feb. 9, 2026

Russell Roy Warren
Nov. 1, 1965 – Feb. 24, 2026
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ROB
and

BIG’S
MOVING

COMPANY

Rob and Big’s Moving Company
‘Big or Small, We’ll Move it All.’

Licensed and Insured
Based out of West Branch, Michigan

robandbigsmoving.com
Like us on Facebook!

Rob DeGentenaar
989-387-6713

JMC
DUMPSTERS

989-343-5023

5 - 10 - 20 - 30
yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw,
Iosco, Oscoda and Arenac Counties 

Call Jack Morris

Real Estate

Moving

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month • 1 x 2” for only $30 a month
• 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

Dumpster Rental

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior  NewsNews

www.superior-news.com

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior News News

To advertise call Kathy
(989) 450-6163

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior News News

$5 and it runs for a maximum of 3 months!
The Ogemaw County Superior 

News offers $5 private party, 20 
word classified ads and we will 
run the ad for a maximum of 3 
months.

For help wanted, homes for 
sale/rent, commercial property 
for sale/rent or any other busi-
ness type ad, we charge $5 for 
20 words for a one time run.

If you want to add a photo to 
the ad, it is an additional, one 
time charge of $5.

You can submit your ad via 
email at kathy@superior-news.
com or U.S. mail at: P.O. Box 
603, West  Branch, MI 48661. 
If you have questions call (989) 
450-6163.

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
King mattress, very clean. 
Good condition. $100. 989-
345-3477.

Electric rototiller. Powerful 
and really good condition. 
Located in West Branch. 
Call 989-701-9027.

Subscription Form
Name  ______________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ______ Zip _________

Phone  ______________________________________________________

Email  ______________________________________________________

Just 
$45 Annually

Mail Check to:
Superior News LLC

P.O. Box 610523
Port Huron, MI 48061

or call
989-745-2421

to pay by credit card or
visit superior-news.com for contact form

Superior
Ogemaw County & Hale Area

 NewsYour source for positive community news.

50
Ogemaw County 
Superior News

PO Box 603
West Branch, MI 48661

Now accepting Credit/Debit Cards and Venmo
Call 989-482-7695
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A tremendous and heartfelt 
Thank you! From Dennis James-
on and family, Chris Illig, and the 
entire staff at Ogemaw Lanes.
Thank you to each of the partic-
ipants in the 20th Annual Kurt 
Jameson Memorial Tournament 
on Feb. 14th, 2026. It was a great 
success, and we believe everyone 
really enjoyed the day.  Many 
of the participants are already 
counting the days until next year’s 
tournament! 
Also, a big Thank You to all the 
friends and family that volun-
teered their time to help make 
the day go so smoothly. And not 
to forget a huge Thank you to 
Howie Hanft for being such a 
great auctioneer and voice for the 
tournament.  
Dennis, Chris and everyone 
involved would like to thank all 
the fabulous sponsors for their 

fantastic gifts and donations.  
The prizes donated for the raffles 
were absolutely wonderful! The 
winners were truly excited and 
stunned at the generosity of our 
great local retailers.  Again, we 
want to thank every one of the 
Sponsors, we truly appreciate all 
that you have given in the past, 
but also for stepping up and 
donating so much again this year. 
You make us proud to be your 
neighbors, friends and customers.
Dennis Jameson has once again 
made the 20th Annual Jameson 
Memorial Tournament one for 
the record books.  Youth bowl-
ing will benefit greatly from the 
donations and proceeds from the 
raffles. 
The following is a list of the many 
things that are made possible by 
our community’s big hearts.
All Ogemaw County Youth Sanc-

tions Paid:
-Ogemaw Heights and 
Whittemore Prescott 
High School Bowling 
Teams Donations
-Free Tournaments for 
Youth in Ogemaw Coun-
ty (Youth 9-Pin & Youth/
Adult Best Frame)
-State Tournament in Bay City, 
MI (all Fees paid)
-Scratch (Pepsi) Tournament in 
Kalamazoo, MI (Fees Paid for 
qualifying bowlers)
-Each Ogemaw Lanes youth bowl-
er receive awards, trophies and 
certificates at their year-end party 
with food, drinks, and prizes. 
-Support for our 2026 Junior 
Gold Youth Bowlers qualifiers – 
Caleb Tennant and Dallas Zettle. 
-Leslie Jameson Educational Sup-
port Fund that was established 
by Dennis in honor of his lovely 

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
20th Annual 20th Annual 

Kurt Jameson TournamentKurt Jameson Tournament

Arrow Stakes
ATC Accessories
Alpena Beverage

Auto Tech - Tawas
Banning Electric

Boggy’s Golf - Tawas
Brandon’s Custom Farming

Branham’s Jewelry
Bunting Sand and Gravel

Chad Wangler
Classic Auto Body
Cole’s Appliance

Countryside Appliance
D & N Towing

Debbie’s Magic Mirror
Delt Forge

Diebold Agency
Diehl Family Farm- Tim Jansen

Ding’s Excavating
Done Right Concrete

Doug Mitchell
Ferrellgas

Finished Concrete
Forro’s Tree Service & Stump Grinding

Gallagher Dairy Farm
Gildner’s Harley Davidson

Green Contracting
Greg Lauria

Griffin Beverage 
G’s Pizzeria- West Branch

G’s Pizzeria - Tawas
Hacht Heating & AC
Hard Hat Bar - Hale

Hodgins Asphalt
Home Depot of West Branch

Horizon Lawn Care
Hutson WB- John Deere 

J. Lehman Transport LLC
Jacksonville Store

Jameson Sewer Cleaning
Jameson Tournament

Jason Leibler

JA Windows/Doors
Joe & Nancy Ranger
Jeremy Parliament
K & J Excavating

Kartes Farms
Kelly’s Therapeutic Massage

Kenlow’s Market – Tawas
Kimball’s Outdoor Services

Kimmie’s Pub & Grub
Kirk David

Lake Ogemaw Marina
Lehner’s Collision

Logan Searfoss 
M&I Graphics and Promotions

Mark & Michelle Nichols,
     from Ball Ground GA

Marshall Dairy Farm LLC
McGregor’s Country Store

Medler Electric
Mercantile Bank of WB
Mid-Michigan Asphalt

Mierson Farms & Trucking
Mind Magik Tattoo

Moe & Jackie Rachow
Moonlight Graphics

Morrison Farms
Morse Clark Furniture

North Eastern Fabrication
Northstar Tattooz

Norma Pennington
Northwood Landscape Nursery
Ogemaw County Bowling Assoc

Ogemaw Lanes Inc
O’Neill Brothers Construction

O’Reilly’s Auto Parts
Pepsi-West Branch

Pink Ink
PJ’s Firewood

Quality Garage Doors
R & R Tire LLC

Rally’s Restaurant
Ranchero’s Restaurant

Reyes Coke Bottling Co
Rolling W Farms- Freezer Meats

Ron & Teresa Lee
Rose City Greenhouse

Rose City RV
Rose Tool & Die

Rosebrugh Farms
Sawyer Logging

Schmitt Tire & Gas
Sterling Excavating

Steuernol McLaren Funeral Homes, Inc.
Sun Spa Tanning

Ogemaw County Superior News
Swanson Excavating

Tammy Partlo
Taylor Door

Team Hodges
The Dream

The Nightmare
Tim & Barb Wyncoop

Todd Rosebrugh Trucking
Towne Club Party Store

Wangler Boot Shop
Wangler Custom Harvesting

Wangler Farms
Wangler Logging

Wangler’s Wagon Wheel
West Branch Automotive

West Branch Big Boy
West Branch Collision

West Branch Concrete Pumping
West Branch Family Dentistry

West Branch Secret Campground
West Branch Greenhouse

West Branch Moose Lodge
West Branch NAPA

West End Auto Wash
Willard’s Equipment

Zack Kimball Chiropractic
31 Realty

Thank You 2026 SponsorsThank You 2026 Sponsors

daughter who lost her battle with 
a heart ailment in the prime of her 
life.  This will aid deserving gradu-
ating students that are planning to 
go into a medical field of study. 
Thank you to our community, 
bowlers, volunteers, sponsors, and 
to the Dennis Jameson Family for 
everything they have done to make 
this year such a gigantic success! 
We are humbled by your generos-
ity. 
 Below is a list of this year’s spon-
sors. If you have a chance, stop 
by and personally thank them for 
their incredible generosity.

background by vecteezy.com


