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Restoring joy with community
support for Irons Park 1mprovements

Photo by Laura Bender
A new playscape, which is also accessible for children with special
needs, was recently completed in Irons Park in West Branch. Now, |
it just needs some happy kids running around and having fun, like |~
Brecklynn Hein, 3, enjoying the new slide on a beautiful sunny after- ¥

M990 By LAURA BENDER

Irons Park isn't just a park; its
a community destination provid-
ing a free, high-quality space for
all residents and visitors since
1955. - The City of West Branch
Recreation Committee

If you want to see what joy
looks like, stop by Irons Park and
look at the faces of the children
playing in Fort Austin. Located in
the northeast corner of the park,
this gigantic play area was named
in honor of Greg and Kim Clark’s
young son, Austin, who lost his

battle with leukemia in
1998. Initially, the dream
of Bob and Brenda Grif-
fin, it was built in five
days in May 1999 by a
team of local volunteers
who wanted to create
a place to delight the
imaginations of children
for years to come.

“A few years ago,
the city manager, John
Dantzer, applied for and
received a grant for an

PARK continues on page 7 » Photo by Deanna Surbrook

MSP detective protecting and serving
for 31 years retires

After three decades of dedicat-
ed service, D/Sgt. Craig Johnson
has officially retired from the
Michigan State Police, closing
a long and respected chapter in
northern Michigan law enforce-
ment.

Johnson began his career in
1995, after graduating from the
111th Trooper Recruit School.
From the outset, he built a repu-
tation for professionalism, steady
leadership, and a deep com-
mitment to the communities he
served. Over the years, he was

RETIRES continues on page 7 »

Michigan State Police D/Sgt. Craig
Johnson (r) recently retired after 31
years of dedicated service to the res-
idents of the state of Michigan. He
is pictured here with F/Lt. Michael
Brown, commander of the West
Branch Post.
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County-wide Baby Shower
promotes infant safety

—— T

Poto by Laura Bender
Jeremy Bewley, executive director of the Life Resource Center, delights chil-
dren visiting his table at the County-wide Baby Shower.

babies as well as information
about how to protect precious
infants from preventable
harm.

The event began with a re-
source fair which introduced
families to healthy choices
for baby and mom, doula

BY LAURA BENDER

Keeping babies safe is a community
priority. To address this concern, sev-
eral Ogemaw County organizations
joined together on Friday, April 17, to
host a County-wide Baby Shower to
offer support and education for new
and expectant parents. The event, held
at Faith Lutheran Church in Prescott,

. . . BABY SHOWER continues on page 9 »
provided many essential items for pag

Volunteers power the
mission of the United Way

Volunteers are the life blood of U - t d

the Ogemaw County United Way.
Unlike some other surrounding
chapters, OCUW continues to
be comprised of an all-volun-
teer board. Board members meet
quarterly and review grant ap-
plications annually to distribute
funds donated by individual members
of our community. The reliance on an
all-volunteer board means every dollar
donated to OCUW can be used for the
maximum community impact.

Our core focus areas are to improve
access to quality healthcare and nutri-
tious food, helping children reach
their goals from early childhood
to career success, and connecting
people in need to programing that
can offer them assistance in a time
of need. By doing this, we hope to
strengthen the capacity of our neigh-
borhood partners to respond to local 7

Way

Ogemaw County

challenges.

In keeping with this core
focus, some of the pro-
grams who receive annual
grants from OCUW are the
Commission on Aging food

UNITED WAY continues on page 3 »
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Community Happenings

APR 25 - MAY 8, 2026

With everything changing daily, if not hourly, we would advise that you call ahead to be sure the event is still scheduled.

Ongoing
Mondays - Disabled American
Veterans meet the third Monday, 5
p.m. at the VFW/American Legion
Post 496 E. Houghton Ave. in West
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.
Mondays - Rose City Lions Club
meets the second and fourth Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at the Log Cabin in
the Rose City Park. Call Ed 989-
387-06009.
Mondays - (Second of each
month) Coalition of Hope
9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide
prevention, intervention and post-
vention. Call 989-345-5571.
Monday - (Third of each month,
April-Dec.) Ogemaw County Ge-
nealogical and Historical Society
12:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave,
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.
Tuesdays - Kiwanis Club of West
Branch meets at noon at G's Pizze-
ria in downtown West Branch. Call
989-345-0978.
Tuesdays - Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.,
April through November, except
August. Meet at the Rose City Li-
ons Club Cabin. Call Cathy 989-
345-5659.
Tuesdays - T.O.P.S. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) weigh in at 1-1:30
p-m., meeting starts at 1:30-2 p.m.
Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic, 2106
S. Gray Rd. in West Branch. Call
Robin 989-343-0592.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Creative Arts Asso-
ciation meeting, 7 p.m. located at
124 N. Fourth St. in West Branch.
Call 989-345-1451.

Tuesdays - (First of each month)
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants Association meeting,
6 p.m. Held at the West Branch
City Police Department. Call 989-
345-5226.

Tuesdays - (Second of each month)
Christian Motorcycle Association
6 p.m. for food and fellowship, 7
p-m. business meeting at G’s Pizze-
ria, 200 W. Houghton Ave. in West
Branch. Call Gary 989-343-9876.
Tuesdays - (Fourth of each month)
Rifle River Quilt Guild 9:30 a.m.
at the K of C Hall, 601 Columbus
Dr. in West Branch. The meeting
will be followed by a Show and Tell,
mini-classes, quilting tips, demos
and time to sew. Bring your sewing
machine, a project and your lunch.
Any level of quilter is welcome.
Call Diane 517-304-6971. We do
not meet in the month of Decem-
ber.

Tuesdays - (Third of each month)
Cardinal Optimist Club of Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 5:30 p.m.
at Café International, 4761 Sage
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet
989-387-2640.

Tuesdays - (Second of each month)
Survivors of Suicide Support
Group 6:30 p.m. Call Vicki 989-
510-0911 or info@coalitionofhope.

net for location. National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline 800-273-8255
or text 741741.

Tuesdays - (Fourth of each month)
Ogemaw County Democratic
Party 5pm at the Ogemaw County
Annex Building in West Branch.
Call Ken at 989-345-1066.
Tuesdays - (Fourth of each month)
Ogemaw County Republican Par-
ty meeting 5:30 p.m. at G’s Pizzeria
in downtown West Branch. Call
Kristine 989-343-5120.

Tuesday - (Last of each month)
Diabetes Support Group 1-2 p.m.
Medical Arts Center, diabetes edu-
cation conference room. Call 989-
343-3276.

Wednesdays - West Branch Area
Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Organization meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at
5:30 p.m. Different locations each
month. Call 989-745-4067 for in-
formation.

Wednesdays - (First of each
month) Veterans coffee hour 9-10
a.m. Held at the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, 1528 S.
M-33 in West Branch. Call 989-
345-3010.

Wednesdays - (First and third)
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m.
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Hansen
Rd. in West Branch. Open to the
entire community. Call 989-345-
5440.

Thursdays - (First and third of
each month) Newborn Parent

Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch in
the executive dining room. Call
800-999-3199.

Thursdays - Northern Blend
Sweet Adelines meets every week
7 p.m. at Logan Township Hall,
4507 E. M-55, Prescott. Call Ellen
989-345-0978.

Thursdays - (Second and fourth)
Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knitting, nee-
dlework, and friendship. Whatever
you craft. Ogemaw Commission
on Aging, 1528 S. M-33 in West
Branch. Call Alicia 989-345-3010,
ext. 201.

Thursdays - (Third of each month)
Rose City/Lupton Chamber of
Commerce meets at 6:30 p.m. at
the Rose City Council Chambers.
Call Carl 989-473-3268.
Thursdays - Optimist Club of
West Branch meets at 7 a.m. at
the Loggers Depot in West Branch.
Call 989-942-6608.

Thursdays - The Ogemaw County
Fair board meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in the main
building at the fairgrounds. Call
989-345-5393

Apr 26

Pancake fundraiser for Rusty
Showalter, Sunday, April 26, Hor-
ton Township Hall, 10 am. to
2 p.m. For more information or
to donate, contact Howie Hanft
at 989-312-0973 or Emily Keis-
ter at 989-745-8632. Venmo @
Rusty-Showalter.

May 6-8
First United Methodist Church
2026 Rummage Sale., at the cor-
ner of Fairview and State roads.
Wednesday, May 6, 9 a.m. to 7
p.m.; Thursday, May 7, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; BAG. DAY Friday,
May 8, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All pro-
ceeds go to missions.

Jun 6

Surline PTO Color Run 2026,
Saturday, June 6, 10:30 a.m. to
noon, Ogemaw County Fair-
grounds, 2300 Rifle River Trail,
West Branch. Tickets available at
surlinecolorrun2026@eventbrite.
com.

Jun 10
West Branch Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Golf Out-
ing, Wednesday, June 10, West
Branch Country Club, 1905 Fair-
view Rd., West Branch. For more
information, call 989-345-2821.

Jun 20
2026 West Branch Communi-
ty Airport Fly-In, Saturday, June
20, 8 a.m. to noon, West Branch
Community Airport, 1519 Airport
Rd., West Branch.

To place your event in the
Community Happenings,
email information to
deanna@superior-news.com

God is love

“No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—Romans 8:37-39 NIV

God is love. And He loves us all no
matter where we are in life. God’s
love is unconditional. God’s love is
without limit. God loves us so much
and his love is so deep that nothing
can change his love or stop him from
loving us.

God loves us in all seasons of

life. God loves us every second of
everyday. God loves us. God'’s love
is permanent. God’s love can never
fade away.

God loves us and because of his love
he cares for us. God Himself his love.
God is full of love.

When | am waking up it's God loving
me, God loves me in every situation
and his love is always present in our
lives. Even when | am not feeling
well, his love is still there and yes
I am not feeling well but that does
not stop God from loving me, God
does not want me to be in pain but
his love is present to heal me of the
ain. When | feel disappointed God
oves me.

When | have failed God loves me.
We need to start believing and ac-
cepting that God is love and he loves
us deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

New Beginnings

Lutheran Church
960 S. M-33, next to Ogemaw
Heights High School,
West Branch, MI
Pastor Daniel Jansen
989-836-6133
Sunday Service - 9 a.m.

FAITH & WOR SHIP

O
Gladuioe Dorceritone

3925 Round Lake Road,
Gladwin, MI 48624
989-426-6897
Sunday School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:30
www.gladwincornerstone.com
Pastor Scott Bradstreet

Churchill United

Methodist Church
501 E. State Rd.

(corner of State and Morrison roads)
989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Helen Alford

Pastor Emeritus Tom Teall
www.chcwb.org

Calvary Baptist Clarct

235 Minzer Ct. « West Branch
989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. * Youth Group - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. * Awana - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Edward’s Community
Church
4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227
Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)

Hale Methodist Church

Everyone Welcome!
Sunday Worship - 10am; Sunday School - 11am

ST Men'’s Breakfasts,
AT M Youth Events,
l'\ : ,J Women'’s Group,
Camps for K-2026 Grads

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church

First United Methodist Church
celebrates 60 years

Bishop David Alan Bard,
the presiding bishop of the
Michigan Conference of The
United Methodist Church,
the Reverend Michelle For-
syth, pastor of First United
Methodist Church of West
Branch, and the Reverend
Kristi Hintz, District Super-
intendent of the Northern

- EE Skies District (Northern MI
E "7 | and the UP) celebrated First
i United Methodist Church's
60th Anniversary on April
12.
Photo by Laura Bender

LEADING THE WAY IN COMFORT

HEATING & COOLINg

989-728-5955

* Furnaces
* Air Conditioning

e Boilers * Humidifiers
e Purifiers * Generators

¢ mmsuBisH
& W ELECTRIC

COQLING & HEATING

@

» Geothermal Services

* Ductless Heating
and Cooling

GENERAC

AUTHORIZED DEALER

* Maintenance Agreements

877-879-8726

24-Hour Emergency Service



APR 25 - MAY 8, 2026

Community

PAGE 3 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWS

Herbal wisdom: Traditional remedies
from Dragon’s Meadow Farm

BY LAURA BENDER

Is it possible that the remedy
for what ails you might be grow-
ing in your backyard?

Marcia and Alan Doss, own-
ers of Dragon’s Meadow Farm in
Ogemaw County, have spent the
last few years researching and
experimenting with local, sustain-
able plants to create remedies for
a variety of ailments.

“Plant based remedies have
been used for thousands of years,”
said Marcia. “Over the last hun-
dred years or so, we have lost
much of the knowledge and skills
needed to care for ourselves.
I have read dozens of books,
searched out obscure texts, and
documented what I found rele-
vant. [ put these understandings to
practical use in the creation of our
products, all of which are made
from plants found in Ogemaw

County.”
According to the World Health
Organization, traditional medi-

cine is “the knowledge, skills and
practices based on the theories,
beliefs and experiences indige-
nous to different cultures, used
in the maintenance of health and
in the prevention, diagnosis, im-
provement or treatment of physi-
cal and mental illness... Over the
past 100 years, the development
and mass production of chemical-
ly synthesized drugs have revolu-
tionized health care in most parts
of the world. However, large sec-
tions of the population in devel-
oping countries still rely on tra-
ditional practitioners and herbal
medicines for their primary care.”

In the United States, people of-
ten turn to traditional medicine
and herbalism because it uses nat-
ural elements, is more affordable,
eases concern about the side ef-
fects of synthetic medicines, and
because it works.

According to the National Insti-
tutes of Health, herbal medicine

is often viewed as a comple-
ment to modern medicine,
frequently used when con-
ventional treatments are inef-
fective for chronic issues.
Marcia and Alan initially
developed an interest in herb-
alism and natural farming
because of Marcia’s intoler-
ance of many products avail-
able at grocery stores. When

they retired, they established
Dragon’s Meadow Farm on

80 acres of M-55 east of the Oge-
maw County Fairgrounds. There
they raise Icelandic sheep, pigs,
bees, chickens, and geese. They
also forage for edible and medic-
inal indigenous plants, used to
create teas, tinctures, and salves.

The Doss’s most popular salve
is called Boo-Boo Salve #2, with
a mild lavender and honey aroma,
created to soothe minor cuts and
abrasions.

“I have been flabbergasted by
the response,” Marcia said. “We
always ask our clients to give us
feedback on our products. The
list of things people are using
this salve for gets longer every
day. Among these are stings, bug
bites, rashes, sunburn, acne, dry
skin and lips, even hemorrhoids.
People are also using the salve
for sores and hot spots on their
dogs, cats, and farm animals.”

Besides Boo-Boo Salve #2,
the Doss’ have a variety of other
herbal products including bug re-
pellent, Dragon’s Balm for mus-
cle and joint pain, Dragon’s Claw
Anti-Fungal chapped feet and
toenail fungus, drawing salve,
mud masks for skin care, teas
and tinctures and other items to
promote lung health, reduce pain,
encourage sleep and reduce head-
aches.

“I make a tea good for clearing
sinuses and chest congestion,”
Marcia said. “My sister named
it Creeping Crud Tea. That fits.

ALAN AND MARCIA DOSS

You need to add honey because it
doesn’t taste that good, but it gets
rid of the crud in three days.”

Marcia and Alan are in the pro-
cess of compiling their knowl-
edge of the edible and medicinal
plants of Ogemaw County into a
book to be published by the end
0f 2027.

“There is so much to know.
It is not enough to know which
plants do what,” Marcia said.
“Each plant has its own unique
handling requirements. Some-
times we use the roots, some-
times the flowers or leaves, or we
may use the whole plant. The dif-
ferent parts must be collected at
specific times of the year and at
different ages of the plant itself.
For example, the burdock root
used in the Dragon’s Balm must
be from a three-year-old plant,
and the root must not be dug until
late in the fall after all the sum-
mer’s energy has retreated under-
ground. We’ve spent a lot of time
researching the properties of var-
ious plants in order to create our
products.”

Marcia and Alan Doss offer
their herbal products for sale at
the Rose City Farmers Market,
509 N. Williams Street. It is open
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays
and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturdays. If you are interested
in learning more, or arranging to
make a purchase, call Marcia at
989-965-0592.

Michigan Works! Region 7B expands
opportunities for local youth

A significant investment from
the State of Michigan is open-
ing new doors for young people
across the region - and Michigan
Works! Region 7B is right at the
center of that momentum.

The Michigan Department of
Labor and Economic Opportu-
nity (LEO) recently announced
more than $4 million in grant
funding through its Young Profes-
sionals and Young Professionals
Plus initiatives. These funds are
designed to help youth and young
adults gain meaningful exposure
to the workforce, build job skills,
and earn income while exploring
career pathways.

For Michigan Works! Region
7B, that means an allocation
of $196,644 in Young Profession-
als funding and $58,422 in Young
Professionals Plus funding, sup-
porting efforts to connect local
youth with real-world work expe-
riences.

At its core, the Young Profes-
sionals program is about more
than summer jobs - it’s about
shaping futures.

Serving  individ-
uals ages 14 to 24,
the initiative focus-
es on young people
who may face barri-
ers to employment.
Through career
exploration, work-based learn-
ing, and opportunities to earn
industry-recognized credentials,
participants gain a clearer under-
standing of their options and a
stronger footing as they enter the
workforce.

Michigan Works! agencies, in-
cluding Region 7B, play a critical
role in delivering these opportu-
nities. By working directly with
local employers, schools, and
community partners, they create
programs tailored to the unique
needs of the communities they
serve. This localized approach
not only supports youth but also
helps businesses address ongoing
talent shortages in key industries
such as healthcare, manufactur-
ing, construction, and information
technology.

State leaders emphasize that the

MICHIGAN

WORKS!

program is also about equity and
access.

“With its focus on supporting
underserved populations, includ-
ing those with disabilities, the
Young Professionals initiative
prepares our future workforce
to meet employers’ needs,” said
LEO Director Susan Corbin.
“This initiative empowers young
people to explore different career
pathways by removing their barri-
ers to employment.”

The impact is already visible.
In 2025 alone, more than 600
young people across Michigan
participated in Young Profession-
als programming, exploring a
wide range of career interests and
gaining hands-on experience that
translates directly into employ-
ability.

YOUTH continues on page 6 »

JERRY WANGLER
DAN WARNER
JIM JONES

GRASS HOPPER ¢« NEW HOLLAND « KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT

SIMPLICITY » HUSQVARNA
PH. (989) 345-3128

255 S. M-33
WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

$

I-CAR
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'West Branch Collision, Inc.

Your #1 Unibody Frame Spec:allst
- m with precision collision repair
* Custom Painting
* Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
@www.westbranchcollision.com

My,

ZCHIEF (15 |

/-‘-"» Q

w\ ﬁl_m
_'/ \ ‘.-:,

Ogemaw Lanes

Home of the Best Frame Tournament®

Jan. - May

e Full Menu
* Pizza « Bar
* Open Bowling
* Mini Golf

2357 W. I-75 Bus.
Loop, West Branch

89- 2200
i 989-345-22

& AUTO S]:.RC.E-.N TER

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR « COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
AIR CONDITIONING * RADIATOR FLUSH * ALIGNMENT
BRAKES * MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS
COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING
TIRES * INTERSTATE BATTERIES * BELTS & HOSES * FUEL INJECTION
STARTERS & ALTERNATORS * MINOR ENGINE * MOTOR TUNE-UP
SHOCKS & STRUTS * CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Auto Repair 7:30-5

Bill Ballard 989-345-4410
3149 W. Houahton. Wpet Branch
AULO EpAIr o-2 IVI-I' e Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

=

United Way

« Continued from page 1

program, the Community Sup-
port Team, which offers financial
aid to families of victims of se-
vere illnesses, Rayola Inc., which
assists children in the foster care
system, Ogemaw County Child
Protection Council which pro-
vides advocacy and intervention
for child abuse victims, and Fresh
Start Club of West Branch, which
hosts a 12-step meeting to prevent
substance abuse. This is not an
exhaustive list. There are many
more local charities that depend
of OCUW funding.

In this bi-weekly column, the
Ogemaw County United Way in-
tends to focus on these partners so
that you can see how your collec-
tive dollars are making a positive
impact on our community, as well

as, spotlight the incredible work
that our funded partners perform
on a daily basis.

Because many local nonprofits
rely on OCUW grants for their
operating budgets, we are always
looking for community members
to help us with our mission to im-
prove lives by mobilizing the car-
ing power of communities for the
common good.

If you’d like to help financially,
contributions can be sent to Oge-
maw County United Way at P.O.
Box 588, West Branch, MI 48661.

For more information on vol-
unteering or funding opportuni-
ties, you can reach out to us via
Facebook or email at unitedwayo-
gemaw@yahoo.com.
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KIWANIS OF WEST
BRANCH

OGEMAW COUNTY

FOOD PANTRY

The Kiwanis Club The club needs dona-
meets at noon on the tions of food or money
second and fourth o o to help us with the
Tuesdays of each K I WANI S influx of families.
month at the G's You can add to
Pizzeria.  Anyone CORNER your grocery bill
interested in learn- at Meijer Store
ing about our or- with a card found
ganization is wel- at the check outs
come to attend. If or customer ser-
you would like to vice. It is only $10
be a guest speak- added to your bill
er to show us what to help someone
you do, text Denny in need. We will
at 315-725- 1199. take donations
If you want to help every Wednes-
the children of West day of the month
Branch and around from 8:30 to 11
the world, we are here. a.m. We are located in the out-
reach building behind the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 100 E.
Houghton Ave., PO Box 543,
West Branch. We want to thank
those that have donated. If bad
weather, text ahead to 315-
725-1199 to see if we are open.
We are open every Wednesday
from 9-11 a.m. or until we run
out of food. Families can come
once a month. We want to
thank those individual donors
for their generosity at this spe-
cial time. We also have several
businesses to thank, Starbucks,
General Dollar stores of West
Branch and St. Helen, and last
but not least, KFC. This insti-
tution is an equal opportunity
provider.

FOOD TRUCK

The monthly food truck will
be at the First United Meth-
odist Church on the corner of
Fairview and State roads on
May 15 and 29. Line-up at 9
a.m. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider. See you
there.

DENNY SHUMWAY

AKTION CLUB

The Aktion Club continues
to collect bottles and cans. You
can text 315-725-1199 and
make arrangements for pick up
or drop off locations.

Our next event is approach-
ing fast. We are in the final
stages of donating Buddy
Benches to three of our local
elementary schools. We are
planning on many things this
year: selling water at Music
in the Park starting June 25.
On the 4th of July we will be
holding a cornhole tournament
in Rose City Park starting at
about 11 a.m. Look for the ads.
Help us support organizations
in West Branch.

Those with special needs
interested in joining our club,
you have to be over 18 and
completed school. Come on
the second Wednesday of the
month at noon at the First
United Methodist Church on
the corner of Fairview and

State roads.
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SALLY A. REA
HISTORIAN AND
CURATOR

It is always so exciting when
I get a phone call from a fami-
ly member who has something
to donate to our museum. In this
case it is Abby Kealy, whose
great-grandmother, Mary Jane
“Mollie” Ostrom Abbott, made
this wonderful wall hanging out
of all silk materials. It is gorgeous
and now hanging on the wall in
our piano room in the museum.
Abby’s great-grandmother had a
general store and it had a milli-
nery department where she gath-
ered all the pieces for her wall
hanging. Mary Jane was so clev-
er that she actually crafted into
the quilt a ribbon from her West
Branch Sunday School class. This
wall hanging measures 34”x56”.

Pictured above is a photo of
Mary Jane and her husband, Aus-
tin Abbott. He was quite a mover
and a shaker in West Branch. Aus-
tin had done as much to up West
Branch as any of her citizens. He
erected the West Branch Opera
House, the Phoenix Block. He
was full of energy and enterprise,
and had the ability to make West
Branch the queen of Michigan
towns.

Charles Stewart Abbott was
Austin’s son. Charles was a mem-
ber of the Detroit bar and also
connected with several important

Museum receives silk wa

]

AUSTIN AND
MARY JANE ABBOTT
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s, Austin AbboH
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Mopday, Oct. 22, 1888,
—AT
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business corporations of which
he was the organizer and pro-
moter, in Lapeer, Mich., Nov. 3,
1872. Charles was a representa-
tive of one of the old families of
the state, and is identified with
history of Michigan from pio-
neer times. His father, Austin
Abbott, was also a native of Lap-
eer, born in 1837, and was a son
of Asel Abbott, who was moved
from Massachusetts to Michigan
when the work of settlement de-
velopment had scarcely begun in
the area of Lapeer. He cleared a
farm in the middle of a settlement
in the forest and was believed to
have started the first shoe cob-
bler’s shop in that section of the
state.

I found this 20th Anniversary
card in the folder on Abbott’s his-
tory announcing their celebration:

1l hanging

LI TRL

Courtesy photo
The Ogemaw County Historical Mu-
seum recently received a vintage silk
wall hanging.

Mr. and Mrs. Austin  Abbott
would like the pleasure of your
company at the 20th Anniversary
of their marriage on October 22,
1888, at West Branch, Mich.

Mr. Austin Abbott, Miss Mary
J. Ostrom married Oct. 21,1868
at Buffalo, N.Y. China wedding,
Monday, Oct. 1888, at West
Branch, Mich.

I talked to Amy Kealy and she
thinks that they renewed their
wedding vows Oct. 22, 1888, in
West Branch. I am sending a copy
of the original anniversary card to
Amy along with this story. Amy
has sent me some newspaper clip-
pings which I will put in the Ab-
bott file.

Information from great-grand-
daughter, Abby Kealy, Ogemaw
County Historical Museum Re-
cords.

News from the Skidway Lake area

BY APRIL HARKEY-MASON

Good news! The Mills Town-
ship new hall is done, and they
will be moving into the new
building starting the week of
April 20. The office will be closed
until the move is complete. Doors
will open on Monday, April 27.
They will be hosting an Open
House on the day of the monthly
meeting on May 12, from 4 p.m.
until the start of the regular meet-
ing at 6 p.m. The public is invited
to come on tour of the building,
visit with everyone and enjoy
some coffee and goodies. The at-
tached photos were taken before
all the furniture was in place.

With all the rain, it is sad to see
all the damage to roads and prop-
erty. Every road you travel in the
area has flooding in one location
or another. The rivers are raging
and very unsafe. Please do not put
yourself or others in harm by be-
ing on them. I am praying for re-
lief soon.

On May 9, the Skidway Lake

Beautification Committee Club
will be doing “Save Mother

Earth Roadside
Clean Up.” Ev-
eryone interested

is to meet at the
Skidway Lake Li-
brary at 10:30 a.m.
This is your chance
to show you care
about your commu-
nity.

The Skidway
Lake Library will
be hosting Mar-
ket Days on the first
and third Mondays of the month
starting May 4. The address is
2129 Greenwood Road. Vendors
will get a 10x10 spot for $10 per
week, after setting up three times
you get one week free. Set up
by 12:45 p.m. Also, craft shows
and free kids crafts at the Skid-
way Lake Library on the second
Saturday of the month, March
through August. Contact: prescot-
tlibrary200@gmail.com

APRIL HARKEY-MASON

Letter to the

editor policy

The Ogemaw County Superi-
or News encourages all readers
to submit letters to the editor for
possible publication. Please limit
letters to 200 words or less.

The author must include a day-
time phone number as they will
be contacted prior to publication.

Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. We reserve the right to edit
and/or reject any letter.

Letters can be submitted via
email to deanna@superior-news.
com or by traditional mail to P.O.
Box 603, West Branch, MI 48661.

Mills Township is hosting a
first annual 4th of July Festival on
July 3. Included
in the festival is a
craft show at the
Skidway  Lake
Area Chamber of
Commerce Hall,
2777 E. Green-
wood Road. This
will be a two-day
show on July 3
and 4. Contact
April Mason for
details, 989-578-

8768. Proceeds from
table rental will go to the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Mills Township will also have
a township-wide, curb-side pick-
up for spring and fall. Each resi-
dent will be asked to call the hall
if you plan to participate. You will
be allowed to put out what would
normally fit into a three-yard
dumpster. More details to come
on the date and times to call. This
will be a great opportunity to
avoid a blight complaint. If you
live next door to elderly or dis-
abled folks, offer them a hand to
get things to the curb.

Remember, if you have any
news to share contact me at 989-
578-8768. Until next time, God
Bless.
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Cardinal Optimist Club recognizes student excellence

BY LADONNA SCHULTZ

At the close of each marking
period for students in school,
members of the Cardinal Optimist
Club of Skidway Lake (COCSL)
proudly sponsor the Student of
the Month Honors at Whitte-
more-Prescott Elementary School
(K-6). Each classroom and phys-
ical education teacher selects one
student to receive the Pete Mc-
Namara Student of the Month
award. This recognition honors
the memory of a fallen Optimist
member while celebrating the val-
ues of character, leadership, and
positive citizenship.

Students and staff gather for a
school-wide presentation to cel-
ebrate the honorees, with parents
and guardians invited to attend.
The event creates a meaningful
experience for both students and
their families. Each recipient is
presented with a COCSL pencil,
a McDonald’s Happy Meal cer-
tificate, generously donated by
West Branch McDonald’s, and a
Student of the Month necklace.
Most importantly, students are

R

JOSYLYN JAKUBIK

recognized by their teachers and
peers, fostering pride in their ac-

complishments.
This program reflects the strong
partnership  between  Whitte-

more-Prescott Elementary School
and the Cardinal Optimist Club of
Skidway Lake. The club’s motto,
“Bringing Out the Best in Kids,”
is exemplified through this cele-
bration, as members continue to
encourage and recognize student

achievement, dedication, and suc-
cess.

On April 16, awards were pre-
sented for both the February and
March Students of the Month.

February recipients:

Joslyn Jakubik, Wesson Nad-
er-Young, Brayson Kinsey, Sa-
vannah Weishuhn, Ryker String-
er, Jaxson Draves, Emma View,
Amelia Laming, Brian Gagnon,
Lonnie Thayer, Adelynn Gawne,

AMAYA ARMENDAREZ

Addison Oliver, Jacey Williams,
Colton Frye, Marvin Conner, and
Marley Marsh.
March recipients:

Mason Brown, Joslyn McEIl-
roy, Jaelynn Lutz-Sapp, Madilyn
Muckenthaler, Jasmine Schwab,
Gunner Hosmer, Aaliyah Part-
lo, Pantera Young, Aria Salga-
do, Dale Cunningham, Saw-
yer Gyorke, Genevieve View,
McKinleigh Brennan, Amaya

MARVIN CONNER

Armendarez, Malachi Conner,
Harper Gyorke and Peyton Fir-
man.

The Student of the Month pro-
gram remains a valued tradition,
recognizing students for their hard
work, positive attitudes, and con-
tributions to the school communi-
ty. The Cardinal Optimist Club of
Skidway Lake is proud to play a
role in supporting this meaningful
tradition.

Alternative Ed students attend West Branch Optimist Club meeting

BY JOE BELL
VICE - PRESIDENT
WEST BRANCH OPTIMIST CLUB

Recently, Mrs. Denise Leibold
brought two of her students to talk
to the West Branch Optimist Club
about some equipment that we
had helped to purchase for their
classroom. Denise and brothers,
Dominick and Doniven Smith,
are part of the Alternative Edu-
cational Academy of Ogemaw.
This allows students who may
not do well in traditional school
classroom settings to further their
education through nontraditional
classes.

The helped

equipment we

obtain are magnets that can be
used to make many different cre-
ations. The students can then use
this hands-on process to help
them understand how magnets
function and interact with each
other. Dominick and Doniven
were very eager to share their ex-
periences and creations with our
club members who were in atten-
dance.

The Optimist Club meets ev-
ery Thursday morning at 7 a.m.
Loggers Depot in downtown West
Branch for breakfast. We would
love to have you come and join us
for breakfast and let us show you
what the club is working on next
to benefit the children of our com-
munity and the world!

We close each meeting by re-
citing the Optimist Creed, part of
which states: “Promise yourself to
talk health, happiness, and pros-
perity to every person you meet!”

What a great way to approach
your life. ‘Bye for now.’

N , I
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Courtesy photo
Brothers Dominick (I) and Doniven Smith recently attended the West Branch Optimist Club meeting with their teacher,
Denise Leibold. Both are students at the Alternative Education Academy of Ogemaw.

Visit Our Website At www.superior-news.com
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St. Joseph School students helping those in need

The St. Joseph School family, parishioners and friends from the community got together to support Kids
Coalition Against Hunger. Kids Coalition Against Hunger (KCAH) is a food packaging event to help fight
hunger both locally and around the world. KCAH is a non-profit humanitarian organization dedicated to
reducing the number of undernourished children through hands-on packaging. The school was able to
package over 10,000 bags of food with the help of fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. What a blessing for
everyone who participated and those receiving the food. Pictured, bottom right. Oliver Zettle lends a hand
packaging food, as well as classmate Calan Ackerman, pictued top right. Also pictured below, Carly Parish,
Lincoln Paris, Jan Wilber and Denver Parish.
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Thoroughbred racing is known as the
Sport of Kings, but the racetrack is just
the beginning for these equine athletes.

CANTER Michigan has been providing
off-track Thnmughhreds with [ifesaving
surgeries, veterinary care, retraining
and rehoming since 1998, giving them

Youth

« Continued from page 3

opportunities for new homes and careers.

Donate - Adopt - Volunteer

www.canterusa.org/michigan

For Region 7B, this funding
represents an opportunity to build
on that success - expanding part-
nerships with local employers and
increasing the number of youths
who can participate in meaningful
work experiences.

“This is about building a pipe-
line,” workforce leaders across
the state have noted. “When
young people can see themselves
in a career early on, they are far
more likely to pursue it - and stay
in their community to build their
future.”

That outcome matters deeply
in communities like those served

by Michigan Works! Region 7B,
where retaining talent is key to
long-term economic growth.

As summer approaches, local
businesses are encouraged to get
involved by offering work-based
learning opportunities and em-
ployment for participating youth.
For young people, it’s a chance to
gain experience, confidence, and
direction. For employers, it’s an
opportunity to invest in the next
generation of their workforce.

And for the region as a whole,
it’s a step toward a stronger, more
resilient future - one young pro-
fessional at a time.
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Park

« Continued from page 1

Photo by Deanna Surbrook

Oaklynn Willy, 2, of Prudenville, loves the new playscape. She was visiting the
park with her grandmother, who said Irons Park was the nicest one around.

Retires

ADA-compliant playscape,” said
Carol Adair, West Branch City
Council member, who also serves
on the Recreation Committee. “It
was installed in the fall of 2025.”

This new addition next to Fort
Austin is designed to allow great-
er access to play for children with
disabilities, including those using
mobility devices. Although the
playscape has been available for
use since last fall, it is still miss-
ing an essential element — a really
cool name.

To that end, the City of West
Branch Recreation Committee is
holding a "Name the Playscape"
contest. To suggest a name, visit
https://www.facebook.com/cele-
bratewestbranchmi. The deadline
is April 24. When the winner is
announced, that person will be in-
vited to participate in the ribbon
cutting ceremony for the play-
scape on May 21, at 4 p.m.

“With the addition of the new
playscape and due to the age of
Fort Austin, the Parks and Recre-
ation Committee would also like
to do some renewing and refur-
bishing,” Adair said.

Among the items on the wish
list is additional fencing for the

« Continued from page 1

assigned to the Alpena and West
Branch posts, where he became
a familiar and trusted presence to
both colleagues and residents.

Throughout his career, John-
son took on a variety of roles
that reflected both his experience
and adaptability. In addition to
his road patrol duties, he spent
time with STING, contributing to
specialized enforcement efforts
aimed at stopping drug traffick-
ing in the community. He rose
through the ranks, retiring as a
Detective Sergeant covering the
counties of Ogemaw, Arenac, and
Tosco. As such, he worked and
had major impact on cases involv-
ing bank robbery, armed robbery,
acts of terrorism, embezzlement
and much more. His work in these
assignments demonstrated not
only his investigative skill, but
also his willingness to take on
challenging responsibilities in ser-
vice to public safety.

At his retirement party on April
18, colleagues describe Johnson

Courtesy photo
A retirement party for Michigan State Police D/Sgt. Craig Johnson (I) was held
in his honor on Saturday, April 18, in West Branch.

as a dependable leader and men-
tor who consistently set a strong
example for younger troopers.
His ability to remain calm under
pressure, combined with his prac-
tical knowledge of the job, made
him a respected figure within the
department. Many current and
former law enforcement officers
credited him with helping shape
the careers of those who served
alongside him.

However, Johnson was quick to
point out, “I’ve been handed the
reins of detective in a phenomenal
department.

“The Michigan State Police
stands for honesty, integrity, and
courtesy,” he added. “For the
past 31 years I’ve worked to hon-
or those who came before me by
upholding these values and tradi-
tions.”

In recognition of his 31 years
of service, F/Lt. Michael Brown
presented Johnson with numerous
awards and accolades, honoring
a carcer marked by dedication,

integrity, and competence. Brown
told the large crowd in attendance
that “It was a privilege and honor
to be Craig’s post commander. He
is one of MSP’s finest detectives
and cares deeply for his commu-
nity.”

The ceremony served as both
a celebration of his accomplish-
ments and a sharing of “Craig”
stories from his co-workers.
Guests were treated to humor-
ous accountings of past law en-
forcement moments where D/Sgt.
Johnson was always the butt of
the joke.

Although he took some ribbing,
everyone who spoke ended with
appreciation for the impact he
made within the Michigan State
Police and the communities he
protected.

For his part, Johnson humbly
thanked his guests for taking the
31-year journey with him.

“Anything 1 accomplished in
this job, I didn’t do alone,” he
said. “Looking at all of you here
I see dispatchers, post secretaries,
firemen, prosecutors and fellow
officers wearing both blue and
brown uniforms who worked and
helped me all the step of the way.

“I have to also thank my fam-
ily for putting up with me when
I came home cranky after a hard
day at work,” Johnson added. “I
couldn’t have done this job with-
out your support.”

As Johnson steps into retire-
ment, he leaves behind a legacy of
service that will not be forgotten.
His contributions to the Michigan
State Police and to the people of
Alpena, West Branch, and beyond
stand as a testament to a career
well served.

Johnson now looks ahead to the
next chapter of life, carrying with
him the respect of his peers and
the gratitude of the communities
he spent 31 years protecting.

playscape, more benches near the
entire play area, the replacement
of worn items within Fort Austin,
power washing, repairing dam-
aged wood, replacing tubing and
tires, and painting the worn wood
and metal. Caring for Fort Austin
in this way will help ensure the
safety and longevity of the struc-
ture.

Currently, the Recreation Com-
mittee is soliciting contributions
from community members and
businesses. The committee has
established two fundraisers to
encourage support. The first is
the sale of fence pickets, which
may be dedicated in honor or in
memory of a loved one. Three
hundred and fifty are available at
$50 apiece. The other is a simple
request for donations to cover ma-
terials and costs and to ensure the
improvements can begin as soon
as possible. Community sponsor
recognition for these contribu-
tions will appear when new, way-
finding signage is installed in the

park.
To make a donation, use
the forms available on the

city of West Branch website
https://www.westbranch.com/

newsdetail T3 R1238.php. You
may also find these forms on
the West Branch City Hall, West
Branch District Library and the
West Branch Chamber of Com-
merce websites.

The City of West Branch Rec-
reation Committee is a volunteer
group working with city staff to
support our community and rec-
reation assets, creating a safe and
welcoming destination for area
families and visitors. Among
their future goals for Irons Park
is a wish list that includes re-
painting the iconic Iron Bridge,
painting the pump house, painting
trash receptacles, power washing
the covered bridge, adding sun
shades, artwork, and oversized
Adirondack chairs for fun photo
opportunities, and signage for the
Riverwalk. Next time you stroll
through Irons Park, or attend an
event there, take a look around
and ask yourself, “What can I do
to help?”

“I've had so many people tell
me they used to play on Fort Aus-
tin when they were kids,” Car-
ol said. “We want their kids and
grandkids to be able to enjoy it
for years to come.”

Al isn’t coming -
it’s already here

Across industries and commu-
nities, artificial intelligence is no
longer a distant concept - it’s an
active force shaping how busi-
nesses operate, compete, and
grow. For many leaders, the chal-
lenge isn’t whether to adopt Al,
but how to do it in a way that de-
livers real value.

A new regional webinar se-
ries, “to Al, Applied: From Ori-
entation to Operational Use,” is
stepping in to meet that need -
offering a practical, no-nonsense
pathway for business leaders
looking to move beyond curiosity
and into confident implementa-
tion.

Hosted as part of the Al Strat-
egy & Execution Webinar Series,
this four-part program is designed
to guide participants through the
full journey of Al adoption. From
understanding the basics to build-
ing structured execution plans, the
series focuses on real-world appli-
cation rather than theory.

The sessions will be held ev-
ery Thursday in May from 10
to 11 a.m., making it accessible
for busy professionals to plug in,
learn, and apply new strategies
without disrupting their workday.

The series begins on May
7 with “Al Basics: What It Is &
How to Actually Use It.” This
session is tailored for non-techni-
cal founders and executives who
are unsure where Al fits into their
operations. Participants will learn
how to separate hype from reality
and identify where Al can deliver
early, tangible wins.

On May 14, the focus shifts to
a common frustration in “I’ve

Invested in Al — Why Isn’t It De-
livering?” This session addresses
stalled pilots and lack of return on
investment, helping leaders un-
derstand why many Al initiatives
struggle and how to get them back
on track.

By May 21, the series moves
into product development
with “Product Roadmaps & the
‘Built but Can’t Launch’ Prob-
lem.” Designed for founders and
product leaders, this session tack-
les the gap between prototyping
and production - offering strate-
gies to move innovations across
the finish line.

The final session on May
28, “From Al Experiments to an
Execution Roadmap,” brings it
all together. Leaders will learn
how to turn scattered efforts into
a structured, scalable Al plan that
integrates into daily business op-
erations.

More than just a learning op-
portunity, this series reflects a
broader regional commitment to
innovation and workforce devel-
opment. Sponsored by Michigan
Works! and funded through the
Michigan Department of Labor
and Economic Opportunity, the
initiative underscores the impor-
tance of preparing businesses, and
their teams, for the evolving digi-
tal landscape.

In a time when technology can
feel overwhelming or uncertain,
this series offers something re-
freshingly practical: clarity, di-
rection, and a roadmap forward.
Because in today’s economy, un-
derstanding Al isn’t just an advan-
tage - it’s becoming essential.

Visit Our Website At
WWW.SUperior-news.com
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Heather Corene Kearns

Heather Corene Kearns (née
Bergwall), born Aug. 22, 1972,
passed away Saturday morning,
April 18, 2026, surrounded by
family, leaving behind a legacy
of generosity and deep devotion
to the people and community she
cherished most.

A graduate of Tawas Area High
School, Heather continued her ed-
ucation at Ferris State University.
She went on to become a mem-
ber, and eventual president, of the
West Branch-Rose City School
Board. In that role, she was a pas-
sionate advocate for students and
staff alike, earning the respect and
affection of the entire school com-
munity.

Heather gave tirelessly of her
time to Ogemaw Heights High
School, where she could often be
found selling popcorn and slush-
ies with her signature energy and
humor. She also coached middle
school volleyball for 10 years.
Through her volunteer efforts, she
helped raise funds that supported
important school initiatives and
scholarships, leaving a lasting im-
pact on countless students.

Behind the scenes, Heather
was an active member of Faith
Alive Church in West Branch.
She taught pre-school children
for many years, adding her flair
with games and crafts. She led
Vacation Bible School, cooked
hundreds of meals for others, and
served wherever there was a need.

Aug. 22,1972 - April 18, 2026

Faith Alive was stronger because
of Heather, and the love and care
she gave so freely will be deeply
missed.

friends and family. She loved
music, especially when it was
played loud, and had a gift for
bringing energy and excitement

Above all else,
Heather was devoted to
her family. She shared a
deep and enduring love
with her husband, Bill
Kearns. She found her
greatest pride in being
a mother to her two be-
loved children, Marga-
ret and Matthew, and

wherever she went.
Simply put, Heather
changed the atmo-
sphere of a room just
by walking into it.
To her family and
to all who knew her,
Heather was the
heart and soul who
held people togeth-

held a special place in
her heart for Margaret’s
longtime girlfriend, Arden. Heath-
er’s love for them was fierce and
unwavering. She was their biggest
supporter and loudest cheerleader.

Heather was the eldest daughter
of Mike and Buzz Bergwall, and
a loving sister to Angie Deerman
(Chad Deerman) and Kerri Buys-
sens (Evan Buyssens). She was
also a proud and beloved aunt to
Lauren Tibbetts (Nick Tibbets),
Jamen Deerman, Isabel Deerman,
Max Buyssens, Harper Buys-
sens, Colin Kearns, Liam Kearns,
Rynne Kearns, and Graeme Ke-
arns. She adored each of them,
and they adored her for her big
heart, her fun spirit, and her un-
matched ability to make any gath-
ering more fun.

Heather embraced life with en-
thusiasm. She enjoyed knitting,
golfing, cribbage, Westerns, bird-
watching, and spending time with

er, a constant source
of strength, laugh-
ter, and love. She will be remem-
bered for her generosity, her hu-
mor, her spirited personality, and
her remarkable ability to make
everyone feel seen, valued, and
welcomed. Her presence brought
energy and warmth, and her ab-
sence leaves a space that cannot
be filled.

A viewing was held at Steuer-
nol and McLaren Funeral Home
in West Branch from 3 p.m. to 9
p-m. on Thursday, April 23. A fu-
neral service took place at Faith
Alive Church in West Branch at
11 a.m. on Friday, April 24, with
visitation preceding.

Heather’s memory will forever
be a blessing to all who knew and
loved her.

Online condolences can be
shared at www.steuernolmclaren.
com

Lyle Gordon Johnson

Lyle Gordon Johnson passed
away on Thursday, April 9, 2026,
in West Branch, Mich., at the age
of 93. He was born in Lansing,
Mich. on July 21, 1932, to the
late F. Oscar and Ethel M. (Ste-
phens) Johnson. His father died
when Lyle was an infant. He and
his brothers spent their summers,
along with their cousins, on their
grandparents’ farm south of West
Branch.

Lyle served in the United States
Army, llth Airborne from Oct.
1952-1954 making 20 jumps, and
serving as a parachute packer and
repairman, attaining the rank of
Corporal.

Following his time in the ser-
vice, he worked for 16 years as a
barber in Lansing. He went on to
work for the Michigan State De-
partment of Licensing and Regu-
lation from which he retired as an
investigator, having also served
as administrator to the Michigan
Board of Barber Examiners.

Lyle married Jacqueline “Jack-
ie” DeRosia, née Waidelich on
May 31, 1986. They lived in Ea-
ton Rapids, Mich., later moving
to Lyle’s family property south
of West Branch where he spent

July 21, 1932 - April 9, 2026

many summers with his family.
Lyle was an avid hunter and

fisherman, and always looked for-

ward to being on the water, on the

and Lowell Johnson and wife,
Viola; son, Mark Johnson; son-in-
law, Kevin Brady; in-laws, Rev.
Carl Waidelich, Barbara Soll,

ice, or in the woods. He
loved to cook for fami-
ly and friends, especially
meals of the game he har-
vested or fish he caught.

Lyle previously served
as an Elder for Calva-
ry Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Eaton Rapids,
and Saint John’s Luther-
an Church, West Branch,
where he and Jackie were congre-
gants.

Lyle is survived by his daugh-
ter, Beth (Dave) Ziegler of Dex-
ter, Mich.; step-children Dean
(Sally) DeRosia of Phoenix,
Ariz., Dale (Hao) DeRosia of
Glendale, Ariz., and Sharon DeR-
osia Brady of West Branch, along
with eight grandchildren, 10
great-grandchildren, and nephew
Rich (Jennifer) Johnson, who was
like another son to Lyle.

He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife, Jacqueline
Johnson; his parents, F. Oscar and
Ethel; brothers Frank Johnson,
Charles Johnson and wife Barb,

Marena and husband
Don Mikol, along with
beloved cousins, aunts,
and uncles.

The family would like
to extend our sincere
gratitude to the won-
derful, dedicated staff
of The Brook - West
Branch and Compassus
Hospice of West Branch
for their kind and devoted care for
our parents.

The funeral service, with mil-
itary honors, was held at Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Home in
West Branch on Monday, April
13, 2026, with visitation preced-
ing. Pastor Carl Petzold officiat-
ed and burial was at Pine River
Cemetery in Standish.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made
to Compassus Hospice of West
Branch, or St. John Lutheran
Church, West Branch.

Online condolences can be
made at www.steuernolmclaren.
com

Honor your loved ones with a
complementary obituary listing

Ogemaw County
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email obituaries to:
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Robert Arnold Wiles

Oct. 23,1950 - March 31, 2026

Robert Arnold Wiles, age 75,
passed peacefully from this life
on Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at
The Brook of Standish
with his family by his
side.

Born on Oct. 23, 1950,
in Saginaw, Mich., he
was the first of seven
children born to Garth Pas
and Mildred Wiles of
Saginaw.

“Bob” graduated from
Buena Vista High School
in 1968 and, shortly after, be-
gan a long, successful career in
the retail field. He labored in gas
stations, convenience stores, gro-
cery stores, Walmart and Kmart,
where he was manager of the re-
ceiving department at the time of
his retirement. He had a second
career as residential staff at AuS-
able Valley Community Mental
Health, working with adults with
mental illness and driving people
to and from appointments. Lastly,
he worked with court-appointed
youth for the Ogemaw County
Probate and Family Court. Wher-
ever he worked, he enjoyed inter-
acting with people.

Early in life, at age 20, he mar-
ried Toni Etchison on Dec. 12,
1970, in West Branch, Mich.
They were blessed with a son,
Benjamin, in 1974 and celebrated
their 55th wedding anniversary in
2025.

Bob loved hunting, fishing and
being in the woods and on the wa-
ter. He shared these pastimes with
family and friends throughout his
life. He read and studied the Bible

and was a man of strong faith in
his God, which he also liked to
share. He and his family spent
three years in West Vir-
ginia doing just that.

Bob is survived by
his wife, Toni Wiles; his
son, Ben (Dawn) Wiles;
grandchildren Beau
fl Wiles and Lilly Wiles;
his sisters, Patty Cox and
Susie Harley; his sister-
in-law; Kim Wiles; his
brothers, Mike (Judy)
Wiles, Jim (Kris) Wiles, Steve
(Bonnie) Wiles, and uncle Phil
(Sue) Wiles. He is also survived
by his brothers-in-law, Pat (Pam)
Etchison, Dean (Martha) Etchi-
son and Dennis (Christine) Etchi-
son, as well as cherished cousins,
nephews and nieces.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Garth and Mildred Wiles;
brother Tom Wiles; brothers-in-
law Mike Harley and Rick Cox;
father-in-law Donovan A. Etchi-
son, and mother-in-law Lucille M.
Etchison.

A Celebration of Life for Bob
will be held on Sunday, June 14,
2026, at the Tolfree Wellness Park
Pavilion in West Branch from
124 p.m., beginning with a brief
service.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to the
Ogemaw County Commission on
Aging.

Arrangements were handled
by Steuernol & McLaren Funer-
al Home in West Branch. www.
Steuernomclaren‘com

Jacqueline “Jackie” Johnson
Aug. 2, 1929 - April 7, 2026

Jacqueline “Jackie” Johnson of
West Branch, Mich., passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, April 7,
2026, at the age of 96. She was
born on Aug. 2,

brother-in-law, Carl Soll, Na-
ples, Fla.; eight grandchildren,
10 great-grandchildren, and many
nieces and nephews, all of whom
she dearly loved.

1929, in Conneaut,
Ohio. The family
moved to Lansing,
Mich., where she
spent her childhood
until the family re-
located to Standish,
Mich. Her high
school education was at Michigan
Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw.

The former Jacqueline Waide-
ich married Don DeRosia on May
22,1954, in Standish, where they
raised their family. Don prede-
ceased her, passing on May 22,
1975. Jackie worked for 16 years
for the Arenac County Extension
Service, and then Standish-Ster-
ling Community Schools for 23
years, retiring as administrative
secretary to the superintendent.

Jackie married Lyle G. John-
son on May 31, 1986. They lived
in Eaton Rapids, Mich., later
moving to Lyle’s family proper-
ty south of West Branch in April
2004. Jackie was a skilled artist
working in multiple mediums.
The couple loved to travel, and
did so extensively, including trips
to art fairs at which she sold her
works.

Jackie is survived by her hus-
band, Lyle; children Dean (Sal-
ly) DeRosia, Phoenix, Ariz.,
Dale (Hao) DeRosia, Glendale,
Ariz., Sharon DeRosia Brady,
West Branch; step-daughter, Beth
(Dave) Ziegler, Dexter, Mich.;

She was pre-
ceded in death by
her parents, Eber-
hardt and Marie
Waidelich; siblings
| Rev. Carl William
Waidelich, Barbara
Soll, Marena Mikol
and husband Donald; step-son
Mark Johnson; son-in-law, Kev-
in Brady; brothers-in-law Frank
Johnson, Charles Johnson and
wife Barbara, Lowell Johnson and
wife Viola; sisters-in-law Leona
DeRosia, Isabel DeRosia Miller
and husband Maynard, and Gene-
vieve DeRosia Cossin.

The family would like to ex-
tend our sincere gratitude to the
wonderful, dedicated staff of The
Brook - West Branch and Com-
passus Hospice of West Branch
for their kind and devoted care for
our parents.

The funeral service was held
at Steuernol & McLaren Funeral
Home in West Branch on Mon-
day, April 13, 2026, with visita-
tion preceding. Pastor Carl Pet-
zold officiated and burial was at
Pine River Cemetery in Standish.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made
to Compassus Hospice of West
Branch, or St. John Lutheran
Church, West Branch.

Online condolences can be
shared at www.steuernolmclaren.
com
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Raymond John Bedtelyon

Raymond John Bedtelyon, age
86, passed away peacefully on
Sunday, April 19, 2026, in his be-
loved hometown of West Branch,
Mich. Born on April 12, 1940,
Ray’s life was a testament to
steadfast dedication, faith, and an
enduring spirit of service.

Ray’s early years saw him em-
bracing the hard work and rhythm
of rural life, beginning as a farm-
hand - a foundation that connect-
ed him deeply to the land and to
family traditions. His career jour-
ney led him to General Motors,
where he served with distinction
at the Grey Iron Plant in Saginaw
and the Nodular Iron Foundry be-
fore returning to retire from the
Grey Iron Plant.

Beyond his day job, Ray fer-
vently participated in his commu-
nity. As a proud member of the
Pioneer Powers, he took great joy
in driving his Farmall C tractor
in local parades, a symbol of his
lifelong passion for agriculture
and preservation of history. His
devotion extended to volunteering
at the Ogemaw County Fair's An-
tique Village, a role that allowed
him to share and celebrate the sto-
ries of the past.

Faith was the cornerstone of
Ray’s existence. As president
of Holiness Campground for
25 years, he nurtured a spiritu-
al haven for countless individu-
als. His pastoral care flourished
on weekends when he faithfully
filled in for congregations across
small towns including Melita,
Standish, West Branch, Prescott,
Fraser, Onaway, Black River,
and Roscommon. Ray’s heart

April 12,1940 - April 19, 2026

for mission was boundless; his
trips to Russia were marked not
only by sharing the gospel but
also by tearing pages
from his Bible to give
to orphans forbidden to
possess their own scrip-
tures - a poignant testa-
ment to his compassion
and courage. Tirelessly,
he collected shoes and [#&
clothing to fill suitcases §
for those in dire need.
His weekends, his work,
and his very being radi-
ated a generous love for
humanity.

Outside of his spiritual and
community commitments, Ray
found joy in simple pleasures.
He loved fishing, hunting, and
playing cards, always cherishing
moments spent with family and
friends. These hobbies painted a
fuller picture of a man who val-
ued connection, tranquility, and
the beauty of the natural world.

Ray leaves behind a loving
family who carried his legacy
forward. He is survived by his de-
voted wife, Gloria Jean, and their
children: Raymond (Lola) Bedte-
lyon, Mark (Teresa) Bedtelyon,
Pam (Doug) Gesink, and Sherri
Brown. His grandchildren—Isa-
iah, Ricky, Jake, Candi (Brad),
Valerie (Adam), Zack (Cassey),
Deanna, Michael, Raymond,
Samii, Malak, Dunia, Josiah, Jes-
sica K, Joshua, Chandra, and Jes-
sica N., his great grandchildren,
Audrey, Emily, Trey, Tessa, Ty,
Isaiah, Levi, Titus, Aurora, Orian,
Kylor, Corvin, Bella, Lilli, Ali-
cia, Payton, Avery, Mia, Oliver,

Eleanor, Josiah, Micah, Elijah,
Ashton, Nora, Andrew, Daniel,
Randy, Cameron, and Drake were
close to his heart,

each a cherished part
)| of his extended fami-
¥ ly tapestry. Sisters-in-
i law Rosemary Bedte-
lyon, Gayle Bedtely-
on, and Carole Marsh
¥ also remain as part of
those who carry fond
memories of Ray’s
warmth and kindness.

Ray was preceded
in death by his loving
parents, Era and Lanettie (Coon)
Bedtelyon; his first wife, Carol
Bedtelyon; his daughter, Myrna
Ismail; grandsons, Kareem Ismail
and Michael Burge; and brothers,
Jay and Dean Bedtelyon. Their
memories, though dearly missed,
live on in the hearts of all who
knew Ray.

Visitation will take place on
Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 5
p.m. until 8 p.m. at Steuernol &
McLaren Funeral Home in West
Branch, Mich. Additional visita-
tion will be held on Sunday, April
26, 2026, at Ogemaw Hills Free
Methodist Church in West Branch
from noon to 1 p.m., followed by
a funeral service at 1 p.m.

Burial will be at Campbell Cor-
ners Cemetery in West Branch on
Friday, May 1, 2026, at 11 a.m.

Though he has departed this
world, his spirit and the light he
shared remain everlasting.

Online condolences can be
shared at www.steuernolmclaren.
com

Larry Lynn Howard, a devoted
family man and respected com-
munity member, passed away
peacefully at his home in West
Branch, Mich., on Tuesday, April
7, 2026, at the age of 82. He
was born on April 3, 1944, in St.
Johns, Mich., to Harold and Rose
(Devereaux) Howard. Larry lived
a full life marked by intelligence,
hard work, and a love for his fam-
ily.

Larry graduated from Kirtland
Community College with an as-
sociate’s degree, a testament to
his commitment to learning. His
career journey was varied and
meaningful. He worked as a bus
mechanic for the Durand Area
Schools, served as a teacher’s
aide for the Ogemaw Heights au-
tomotive class, and spent many
years as a surveyor’s assistant. In
his later years, he was a medical
equipment specialist, contributing
his skills and knowledge to help
others.

An avid hunter and fisherman,
Larry enjoyed spending time out-
doors and loved to tinker, always
curious and eager to work with
his hands. He was known for his
sharp mind and warm heart, qual-
ities that endeared him to all who
knew him.

Larry L. Howard
April 3,1944 - April 7, 2026

Larry was deeply involved in
his community, proudly serving
the West Branch Optimist Club.
He was a dedicated

(Devereaux) Howard; his son,
William “Billy” Howard; his sis-
ter Karen Weaver, and half-broth-
er, Alton (Claudia)

member of the Oge-
maw Hills Free Meth-
odist Church, where he
served on the board for
many years and lent
his technical skills as a
sound technician, both
at the church and Kirt-
land Community Col-
lege. He also sang with
the Arenac Carolers.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 52 years, Kristeen
(Holecek) Howard of West
Branch, and their daughters,
April Howard (Jason Card) and
Amy Howard (Jason Burns),
both of Saginaw, Mich. Larry’s
sister, Georgia Dennis of Owos-
so, Mich., his half-brother Lee
(Carolyn) Howard of Florida, and
half-sister Gwen Hoshield of El-
sie, Mich., also survive him. He
cherished his three grandchildren,
Trinity Hickman, Katelyn De-
Sander, and Ansel DeSander, who
brought him great joy. He is also
survived by cherished nieces and
nephews.

Larry was preceded in death
by his parents, Harold and Rose

Howard.

Larry passed in the
loving arms of his
wife, surrounded by
his family, a true re-
flection of the love and
connection he nurtured
throughout his life.

Family and friends
honored Larry’s mem-
ory at a visitation on April 13, at
Steuernol & McLaren Funeral
Homes in West Branch. Addition-
al visitation was held on April 14,
at Ogemaw Hills Free Methodist
Church, followed by the funer-
al service at the same location.
Pastor Harvey Fry officiated and
burial took place at Oak Grove
Cemetery in South Branch, Mich.

Those wishing to leave a me-
morial please consider the Oge-
maw Hills Free Clinic in West
Branch.

Larry will be missed dearly by
all who had the privilege to know
and love him.

Online condolences can be
shared at www.steuernolmclaren.
com

Baby Shower

« Continued from page 1

services, Head Start programs and
contact information to continue
connections with knowledgeable
community agencies.

Following the fair, during
which families received a vari-
ety of baby-related items, each of
these organizations also raffled
off baskets of goodies, includ-
ing clothing, diapers, baby gates,
pack and plays, and other things
needed for the proper care of
newborns and infants.

The event concluded with a
presentation by Ogemaw County
Prosecutor LaDonna Schultz, who
educated parents about safe sleep
practices for infants.

Schultz is a member of the
Ogemaw County Child Death Re-
view Council, a multi-disciplinary
team which includes the health
department, law enforcement, and
the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The purpose of this
team is to review the death of ev-
ery child under the age of 18 who
resided in Ogemaw County or
whose death occurred in Ogemaw.

“I know it's a morbid and hor-
rible-sounding name for a group,”
Schultz said, “but the purpose is
to give information to the state
so that they can pass laws to keep
kids safe.”

Two recent laws that resulted
from the work of the 73 teams
that cover 81 Michigan counties
include the requirement that chil-
dren’s pajamas be flame retardant
and that garage door openers have
sensors to prevent them from
closing when a child or a stray
item is beneath them.

In her presentation, LaDonna
taught parents about the ABCs of
safe sleep for infants.

“The ‘A’ means alone,” LaDon-
na said. “Your baby should sleep
alone in its own safe area. A safe
area is not a couch. A safe area is
not an adult bed. A safe area is not
a mattress that was not specifical-
ly meant for an infant.”

The ‘B’ stands for back. To pre-
vent choking, babies should sleep
on their backs.

“Because we tell people to
put their babies on their backs to
sleep, doesn't mean that the child
doesn't need tummy time.” La-
Donna said. “They do need tum-
my time to exercise muscles and
develop motor skills. But only do
it when they are awake, and you
are right next to them. Put them
on the floor and let them stretch
and grab for things. That's great
for their development, just don’t
do it in the bed.”

The ‘C’ stands for crib.

“The mattress should be firm,
and the only thing on it should be
a tight-fitted sheet,” Schultz said.
“No blankets, no teddy bears,
nothing in there that the child

Ogemaw County Pros-
ecutor LaDonna Schultz
teaches parents about
safe sleeping practices for
infants.

Y
Photo by Laura Bender

could roll over, get their face bur-
ied in, and suffocate.”

Other good practices include
using a pacifier to calm the baby
and not placing hats, weighted or
thick blankets on the infant to pre-
vent overheating.

“Room sharing is a good idea,”
Schultz said. “Bringing the crib or
a bassinet into your bedroom for
the first six months is a great way
to keep track of your child. Also,
if you vape or smoke, it is im-
portant to do that outside or away
from your child.”

Following Schultz’s presenta-
tion, Trooper Shane Noble spoke
about car seats.

“If you need a new car seat,
we'll get one for you,” Noble said.
“We have several techs certified
to install them. Just call to make
an appointment. Current law re-
quires children to be in rear-fac-
ing car seats until they are at least
two years old. Keeping a child
harnessed until they're five is rec-
ommended and law now, unless
they outgrow the seat by height or
weight.”

Common problems with car
seat usage are not placing the
chest clip at armpit level, not
keeping the harness tight enough,
and attaching items like mirrors
or cameras not recommended by
the manufacturer.

As families left the baby show-
er, the Michigan State Police pre-
sented a new car seat to all who
needed one.

The County-Wide Baby Show-
er occurs twice a year. This was
the fourth time Faith Lutheran
Church in Prescott has hosted the
spring event. Participants includ-
ed: the Ogemaw County Prose-
cutor’s Office, The O.C. Child
Death Review Team, the O.C.
Child Protection Council, Options
Resource Clinic, Michigan State
Police, District Health Depart-
ment No. 2, the O.C. Department
of Health and Human Services,
NEMCSA Head Start, Sterling
Area Health Center, Safe Haven
Doula, Luna Bear Doula, Down
to Earth Doula, and the Life
Choices Resource Center.

The next County-Wide Baby
Shower will occur in the fall in
West Branch.

For Advertising
information
or if you have an
upcoming event
Contact Kathy at
989-450-6163
kathy(@superior-news.com
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We offer a variety
of services tomake Services We Provide

your home more « Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling
comfortable. + HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps
+ Boilers New Install and Replacement
Financing Options Available + HVAC Preventative Maintenance
I + Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service
|| synchrony * Plumbing Services and Install Fod uan

+ Preferred Maintenance Agreements
+ Eectrical Services Commercial/Residential

www.colvinsheating.com

Electrician/Builder

QUALITY HOMES
& MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths & More
www.AQHMS.com

E’f;exgﬁgse Rick Smith
989-836-3575

Rick@AQHMS.com

Road to Recovery Starts Here...

TOUR TODAY!
+ 24 Hour Nursing Care + Transportation to and from
* Physical, Occupational, Appointments

+ Laundry Service
+ Complimentary Television/WIFI
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Speech Therapy
+ Long Term Care
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/' \ WEST SIDE STORAGE
State-of-the-art facility.
C‘J 24-hour access to your belongings.
A
d 10 ft. x 10 ft to 10 ft. x 40 ft units
' 100 sq. ft. -1,052 sq. ft.
Heated Garage units available
1955 Ski Park Rd. * West Branch

989-345-0326

Storage units from:

westsidestoragewb@gmail.com

< West Branek
CONCRETE
PUMPING

38 Meter * 5 Section Z-Boom

Justin Benjamin, Scheduler Jake Wangler, Operator
989.387.2134 989.312.3177
PO Box 679 - West Branch, MI 48661

lehnerscollision@yahoo.com Tim Lehner

Owner

CHIEF
EZ-LINER

I-CAs
989-345-0577

Limited Lifetime  Gtata Cortifiad © FREE ESTIMATES

Warranty

2789 S. M-76

West Branch Fax: 989-345-0767

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

' ¢ Since 1957
Pree Estimates Meler Glass serce Nobile Service
Insurance Work :
Wlone 1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch St;':;z}r“p
e (989) 345-0616
Commercial meierglass@charter.net Screens

“Our 66th Year in Business - 2™ Generation”

EVERGREEN

CONTRACTING
V4

Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane « West Branch

Landscape Contractor
* Brick Pavers * Retaining Walls  +Walkways ~+ Sprinkler Systems
*New Lawn Prep  + Hydro Seed/Sod  +Topsoil-Grading * Trees & Bushes

JMC DUMPSTERS

5-10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, losco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023

JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM

=P

STUMP GRINDING - EXCAVATING
HYDROSEEDING - MATERIAL

~—~ HAULING
©)

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com
lucas@redswb.com

Book Your Reservations Now!!

LIKE OUR OWN
KENNEL

4513 Cook Rd. » West Branch

«°
(989) 312-4320

DAYCARE « BOARDING
Visit us on our Facebook Page or email us at
like.our.own. kennel@gmail.com
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KILEMMER’S
PROCESSING

Your Home Town Butcher

989-345-2869

T
=
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Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-76
West Branch

ACE ELECTRIC

PLUMBING & HEATING

3222 W. Houghton Ave.
West Branch, MI 48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

302 W. Houghton Ave., Downtown West Branch

Support
Good
Tattoos

CAN’T MOVE IN THE MORNING?
Feel like new again

and make your appointment todayl

989-930-1001

Dr. Angela Scarffe

or book online at thebodyshopwh.com

e
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» Chiropractic
+ Masssge Therapy
+ Animal Chiropractic

West Branch Collision, Inc.

Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist
- @. with precision collision repair
| CTERED™ -+ Custom Painting

' mssssssm | °Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230

SILENCER £ SHOP

www.cliffesmondsports.com
Your New & Ouality Used

www.westbranchcollision.com
*

-CAY  ZCHIEF ﬁ.'.‘g

3946 Beechwood Rd.

Firearms Headquarters!

MOONLIGHT
CDADHICS

igns Of All Kinds * Laser Engraving *
* Commercial Embroidery *

www.moonlightgraphicswb.com

345-3954




APR 25 - MAY 8, 2026 PAGE 11 - OGEMAW COUNTY SUPERIOR NEWS

Community

0gemaw County PROFESSIONAL
SUPERIORjews  GERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month « 1 x 2” for only $30 a month
« 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

Real Estate Dumpster Rental

MrreHomes.com

MORRIS- RICHARDSON

Ogemaw County Help Lines

District Health Depl. No. 2 e 989-345-5020)
AuSable Valley CMH ... 989-345-5571
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Rob and Big’s Moving Company

‘Big or Small, We’ll Move it All.
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Based out of West Branch, Michigan
robandbigsmoving.com
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