
• Less Corrosion
• Cleaner Welds

2789 S. M-76, West Branch, MI 48661
www.lehnerscollision.com

989-343-0577
Fax: 989-343-0767

Tim Lehner, Owner & Manager

Is your body shop putting factory spot welds back 
on your vehicle? At Lehner’s we do!

We treat your vehicle like it is our own!
STATE CERTIFIED • FREE ESTIMATES

CALL US IF
YOU NEED

A TOW

 
2789 S. M-76, West Branch, MI 48661    www.lehnerscollision.com989-343-0577  

Full Service Body Shop
We offer Glass Repair & Replacement

STATE CERTIFIED • FREE ESTIMATES
Fax: 989-343-0767

Tim Lehner, Owner & Manager

3382 W. M-55 • West Branch

989-345-1590
www.DeanArbourFord.com
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Ogemaw County celebrates the Red, White & Blue

Members of Judson Baptist Church in Skidway Lake brought the spirit of 1776 
to life with a patriotic display during the community's Independence Day cel-
ebration.

Photos by Laura Bender

Families lined Houghton Avenue in downtown West Branch to enjoy the parade, joining neighbors and visitors in cel-
ebrating the community tradition.

Surrounded by red, white and blue, this young parade participant proudly showed off their patriotic spirit during the 
Rose City parade. See more photos on page 6.

Residents and visitors are gear-
ing up for one of the area’s most 
anticipated summer traditions as 
the  33rd Annual Pioneer Power 
Days  returns to the West Branch 
area, celebrating decades of an-
tique farming heritage, mechan-
ical history and hands-on family 
fun.

The event is set from Thurs-
day, July 16, to Sunday, July 19, 
and draws enthusiasts from across 
the region to experience a work-
ing showcase of antique trac-
tors, steam engines, hit-and-miss 
engines and early agricultural 

equipment that helped shape rural 
life. 

Throughout the multi-day 
event, attendees can expect live 
demonstrations, tractor pulls, 
equipment displays and educa-
tional exhibits that highlight the 
evolution of farming technology. 

Activities for children, 

Pioneer Power returns to 
West Branch July 16 to 19

W‑P students make a meaningful 
difference for cancer patients

Courtesy Photo
Students in the Whittemore-Prescott Cardinal Leadership program recently presented donations to MyMichigan Med-
ical Centers in West Branch and Tawas City. The funds, raised through student-led efforts, will help support cancer 
patients receiving care in the local communities. See full story on page 3.

Patriotic spirit filled the streets 
as residents and visitors gathered 
to celebrate Independence Day 
weekend with community pa-
rades around Ogemaw County. 
Decorated floats, cute kids, local 
organizations, emergency vehi-
cles, veterans and marching par-
ticipants made their way through 
downtown West Branch, Rose 
City and Skidway Lake, while 

families lined the streets, waving 
American flags and celebrating 
the nation's 250th birthday togeth-
er. In the evening, fireworks lit 
up the night sky in both Skidway 
Lake and Rose City. In case you 
missed a fireworks show, don’t 
worry. West Branch will hold its 
fireworks display on Saturday, 
July 11, at dusk.

PIONEER  continues on page 9 »
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With everything changing daily, if not hourly, we would advise that you call ahead to be sure the event is still scheduled.

Ongoing
Mondays – Disabled American 
Veterans meet the third Monday, 5 
p.m. at the VFW/American Legion 
Post 496 E. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call 989-473-3416.
Mondays – Rose City Lions Club 
meets the second and fourth Mon-
day, 6:30 p.m. at the Log Cabin in 
the Rose City Park. Call Ed 989-
387-0609.
Mondays – (Second of each 
month) Coalition of Hope  
9 a.m. Meeting virtually. Suicide 
prevention, intervention and post-
vention. Call 989-345-5571.
Monday – (Third of each month, 
April-Dec.) Ogemaw County Ge-
nealogical and Historical Society 
12:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 100 E. Houghton Ave., 
West Branch. Call 989-701-2525.
Tuesdays – Kiwanis Club of West 
Branch meets at noon at G's Pizze-
ria in downtown West Branch. Call 
989-345-0978.
Tuesdays – Rose City Area His-
torical Society meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m., 
April through November, except 
August. Meet at the Rose City Li-
ons Club Cabin. Call Cathy 989-
345-5659.
Tuesdays – T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) weigh infrom 
9:40 a.m. to 10:20 a.m., meeting 

from 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.. Oge-
maw Hills Free Clinic, 2106 S. Gray 
Rd. in West Branch. Call Robin 
989-343-0592.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Creative Arts Asso-
ciation meeting, 7 p.m. located at 
124 N. Fourth St. in West Branch. 
Call 989-345-1451.
Tuesdays – (First of each month) 
West Branch Area Retail Mer-
chants Association meeting,
6 p.m. Held at the West Branch 
City Police Department. Call 989-
345-5226.
Tuesdays – (Second of each month) 
Christian Motorcycle Association 
6 p.m. for food and fellowship, 7 
p.m. business meeting at G’s Pizze-
ria, 200 W. Houghton Ave. in West 
Branch. Call Gary 989-343-9876.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each month) 
Rifle River Quilt Guild 9:30 a.m. 
at the K of C Hall, 601 Columbus 
Dr. in West Branch. The meeting 
will be followed by a Show and Tell, 
mini-classes, quilting tips, demos 
and time to sew. Bring your sewing 
machine, a project and your lunch. 
Any level of quilter is welcome. 
Call Diane 517-304-6971. We do 
not meet in the month of Decem-
ber.
Tuesdays – (Third of each month) 
Cardinal Optimist Club of Skid-
way Lake. Third Tuesday 5:30 p.m. 

at Café International, 4761 Sage 
Lake Rd. in Prescott. Call Janet 
989-387-2640.
Tuesdays – (Second of each 
month) Survivors of Suicide Sup-
port Group 6:30 p.m. Call Vicki 
989-510-0911 or info@coalition-
ofhope.net for location. National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800-
273-8255 or text 741741.
Tuesdays – (Fourth of each month) 
Ogemaw County Democratic 
Party 5pm at the Ogemaw County 
Annex Building in West Branch. 
Call Ken at 989-345-1066.
Tuesdays – ( Fourth of each month) 
Ogemaw County Republican Par-
ty meeting 5:30 p.m. at G’s Pizzeria 
in downtown West Branch. Call 
Kristine 989-343-5120.
Tuesday – (Last of each month) 
Diabetes Support Group 1-2 p.m. 
Medical Arts Center, diabetes edu-
cation conference room. Call 989-
343-3276.
Wednesdays – West Branch Area 
Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Organization meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. Different locations each 
month. Call 989-745-4067 for in-
formation.
Wednesdays – (First of each 
month) Veterans coffee hour 9-10 
a.m. Held at the Ogemaw Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, 1528 S. 

M-33 in West Branch. Call 989-
345-3010.
Wednesdays – (First and third) 
Grief Support Group 6:30 p.m. 
Faith Alive Church, 2945 Hansen 
Rd. in West Branch. Open to the 
entire community. Call 989-345-
5440.
Thursdays – (First and third of 
each month) Newborn Parent 
Support Group 6-7:30 p.m. My-
Michgan Health - West Branch in 
the executive dining room. Call 
800-999-3199.
Thursdays – Northern Blend 
Sweet Adelines meets every week 
7 p.m. at Logan Township Hall, 
4507 E. M-55, Prescott. Call Ellen 
989-345-0978.
Thursdays – (Second and fourth) 
Sit & Knit, 1 p.m. Knitting, nee-
dlework, and friendship. Whatever 
you craft. Ogemaw Commission 
on Aging, 1528 S. M-33 in West 
Branch. Call Alicia 989-345-3010, 
ext. 201.
Thursdays – (Third of each month) 
Rose City/Lupton Chamber of 
Commerce meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Rose City Council Chambers. 
Call Carl 989-473-3268.
Thursdays – Optimist Club of 
West Branch meets at 7 a.m. at 
the Loggers Depot in West Branch. 
Call 989-942-6608.
Thursdays - The Ogemaw County 

Fair board meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in the main 
building at the fairgrounds. Call 
989-345-5393.

 July 10
Civil War Encampment, Fri-

day, July 10 and Saturday, July 
11, Irons Park, West Branch.

July 11
West Branch Area Fireworks, 

Saturday, July 11, at dusk.
July 15

Golf for Life, benefitting the 
Life Choices Resources Cen-
ter, Wednesday, July 15, at The 
Dream, 5745 Old M-76 and The 
Nightmare, 5266 M-76, West 
Branch.

August 6
West Branch First Ever Na-

tional Night Out, Thursday, Aug. 
6, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., located at 
West Branch Commons, 2460 S. 
M-76, West Branch.

August 8 - 9
Victorian Art Fair, Aug. 8 and 

9, Irons Park, West Branch.

To place your event in the
Community Happenings, 

email information to
deanna@superior-news.com

Churchill United 
Methodist Church

501 E. State Rd.
(corner of State and Morrison roads)

989-685-2350

Worship & Children’s 
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Helen Alford

Calvary Baptist Church
235 Minzer Ct. • West Branch 

989-345-1651

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. all ages 
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. • Youth Group - 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 
Youth Group - 6:30 p.m. • Awana - 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor EEmmeerriittuuss  Tom Teall  
www.cbcwb.org

Faith and Worship

Edward’s Community 
Church

4520 Greenwood Rd., West Branch
989-345-4227

Pastor Jon Scott

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

(Greenwood Rd. west of S. M-30)

First United Methodist Church
2490 W. State Rd., West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-0210
Rev. Michelle Forsyth

reverendmichelleforsyth@gmail.com
Organist: Carol Kerby

www.westbranchfumc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Adult Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Organist: Carol Lockhart

A WINNING FATHER
One of the most powerful stories in 
the history of the Olympic Games 
involved a canoeing specialist 
named Bill Havens. He was a 
shoe-in, I’m told, to win a gold 
medal in the 1924 Olympic Games 
in Paris. But a few months before 
the Games were held, he learned 
that his wife would likely give birth 
to their first child while he was 
away. She told him that she could 
make it on her own, but this was 
a milestone Bill just didn’t want to 
miss. So he surprised everyone 
and stayed home. Bill greeted his 
infant son, Frank, into the world on 
August 1, 1924. Though he always 
wondered what might have been, 
he said he never regretted his 
decision.
Well, he poured his life into that 
little lad and shared with him a love 
for the rapids. Twenty-four years 
passed, and the Olympic Games 
were held in Helsinki, Finland. This 
time Frank Havens was chosen 
to compete in the canoeing event. 
The day after the competition, Bill 
received a telegram from his son 
that read: “Dear Dad, Thanks for 
waiting around for me to be born 
in 1924. I’m coming home with the 
gold medal that you should have 
won.” It was signed, “Your loving 
son, Frank.”
Many would question Bill Haven’s 
decision to miss his big opportunity 
in Paris, but he never wavered. He 
wanted his family to know that they 
always came first, no matter what. 
And that made him a hero to a little 
boy named Frank.

- Sermon Central

God is love
“No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

—Romans 8:37-39 NIV
God is love. And He loves us all no 
matter where we are in life. God’s 
love is unconditional. God’s love is 
without limit. God loves us so much 
and his love is so deep that nothing 
can change his love or stop him from 
loving us.
God loves us in all seasons of 
life. God loves us every second of 
everyday. God loves us. God’s love 
is permanent. God’s love can never 
fade away.
God loves us and because of his love 
he cares for us. God Himself his love. 
God is full of love.
When I am waking up it’s God loving 
me, God loves me in every situation 
and his love is always present in our 
lives. Even when I am not feeling 
well, his love is still there and yes 
I am not feeling well but that does 
not stop God from loving me, God 
does not want me to be in pain but 
his love is present to heal me of the 
pain. When I feel disappointed God 
loves me.
When I have failed God loves me. 
We need to start believing and ac-
cepting that God is love and he loves 
us deeply.

— www.SermonCentral.com

Gladwin Cornerstone
Baptist Church

3925 Round Lake Road, 
Gladwin, MI 48624     

 989-426-6897
Sunday School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:30
www.gladwincornerstone.com

Pastor Scott Bradstreet

New Beginnings 
Lutheran Church
960 S. M-33, next to Ogemaw 

Heights High School, 
West Branch, MI

Pastor Daniel Jansen
989-836-6133

Sunday  Service - 9 a.m.

Hale Methodist Church 
Everyone Welcome!  Pastor Chad Brandt 

Sunday Worship - 10am 
Online: www.youtube.com/@HaleMCVideo 

 

 
 

201 W Main/Esmond, Hale; 989-728-9522 
FB & IG: Hale Methodist Church 

Flea Market & Bake 
& Rummage Sales 
JJuullyy  1188  --  99aamm--33ppmm  

Visit Our Website At
www.superior-news.com

Ogemaw County 

Superior News
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Difference

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

GRASS HOPPER • NEW HOLLAND • KUBOTA

WILLARD’S EQUIPMENT
SIMPLICITY • HUSQVARNA

PH. (989) 345-3128

JERRY WANGLER 
DAN WARNER 255 S. M-33
JIM JONES WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

CALL KATHY 
989-450-6163

TO DISCUSS YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS

Ogemaw County

Superior News

Bill Ballard 989-345-4410  
   3149 W. Houghton, West Branch

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR
CERTIFIED MECHANICS

AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT
BRAKES • MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING
TIRES • INTERSTATE BATTERIES • BELTS & HOSES • FUEL INJECTION

STARTERS & ALTERNATORS • MINOR ENGINE • MOTOR TUNE-UP
SHOCKS & STRUTS • CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Auto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-FAuto Repair 8-5 M-F  •  Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

Bill Ballard
3149 W. Houghton
West Branch, MI

(1/4 Mile West of M-30)
989-345-4410

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1962
Auto Repair 8-5 M-F • Oil Change 8:30-5 M-F

• Tires • Interstate Batteries 
• Belts & Hoses • Fuel Injection 

• Starters & Alternators • Minor Engine 

• Motor Tune-Up • Shocks-Struts 
• ATF Automatic Transmission Fluid 

• Exchanger • Check Engine Light • Engine Repair

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
Computer Diagnostic Service 

“It costs no more to have a specialist do the work.”
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

CERTIFIED MECHANICS 
AIR CONDITIONING • RADIATOR FLUSH • ALIGNMENT • BRAKES 

MUFFLERS & EXHAUST SYSTEMS • GAS TANKS  
• AUTOMOBILE ELECTRIC SERVICE 

COMPUTERIZED FRONT AND REAR ALIGNMENTS & TIRE BALANCING

Auto Repair 7:30-5 M-F

989-728-5955 877-879-8726

LEADING THE WAY IN COMFORT
• Furnaces
• Air Conditioning
• Boilers • Humidifiers
• Purifiers • Generators
• Geothermal Services
• Ductless Heating  
   and Cooling
• Maintenance Agreements

24-Hour Emergency Service

BY LAURA BENDER
For 18 years, Whittemore–

Prescott High School students 
have been bringing help and hope 
to local cancer patients. 

“We held the first Cancer Walk 
when I was a junior,” Allison 
Schulte said. 

Now a paraprofessional in the 
math department, Allison gradu-
ated in 2009. She and her sister, 
Ashleigh, a 2008 graduate, are 
the co-advisors of the Cardinal 
Leadership Program, created last 
year at the suggestion of princi-
pal Clinton Miller, who sought to 
combine several student groups 
with similar purposes. The Cardi-
nal Leadership Program has over 
25 members who work together to 
sponsor the annual Cancer Walk 
and other events throughout the 
school year.

“The students do all the work,” 
Allison said. “They take shifts 
manning the bake sale and the 
sno-cone and face painting 
booths. They manage the walk 
in the gym, look for business do-
nations, and even make all the 
baked goods themselves. 

“This year we raised more 
money in a day than in any 

previous year,” Allison said. 
“Since there was a home game 
the night of the Cancer Walk, the 
Cardinal Leadership Program 
students continued their fundrais-
ers during the game. We raised 
$4,496, which we split between 
MyMichigan Medical Center in 
Tawas and MyMichigan Medi-
cal Center in West Branch. The 
money is used to buy gas cards 
for patients in need. Both my 
grandmothers died from cancer, 
so I have dealt directly with the 
impact cancer has on families. 
Making multiple trips for treat-
ment each week can be hard on a 
budget. Providing gas cards can 
alleviate some of that stress.”

Following the fundraiser, Car-
dinal Leadership members pre-
sented donations to both cancer 
centers and toured the facilities. 
During their visits, students met 
with staff members and learned 
how their contributions will di-
rectly impact patients receiving 
cancer treatment in their commu-
nities.

“We are incredibly grateful 
for the compassion, initiative, 
and generosity demonstrated 
by the students in the Cardinal 

Leadership Program,” said Kelsey 
Killinger, director, MyMichigan 
Health Foundation. “Their com-
mitment to supporting local can-
cer patients will make a difference 
by helping ensure patients can 
access the care they need without 
the added burden of transportation 
challenges.”

“I love working with the Cardi-
nal Leadership Program because 
it helps to grow these kids and 
instills in them the need to be in-
volved in their community,” Alli-
son said.

Each summer, downtown West 
Branch comes alive with the shine 
of chrome, the rumble of vintage en-
gines and a celebration of automo-
tive history during the Classy Chassis 
Car Show, and this year was no ex-
ception. Hosted by the West Branch 
Area Retail Merchants Association, 
the nostalgic event attracted clas-
sic car owners and enthusiasts from 
across the region. For three hours, 
people viewed classic rides, peered 
into engines and shared memories of 
vehicles they once owned. Which was 
your favorite?

Classy Chassis cruises into downtown WB

Photos by Laura Bender 

Courtesy photo
West Branch Area Little League players, coaches and fans gathered Tuesday, June 23, to celebrate with this year’s 
award winners. Pictured (l-r) Graham Dziesinski, Tayan Wangler, Luke Hughes, Andrea Wade, Avery Wade, McKenna 
Beaver and Hazel Hyde. Awards recipients not pictured are Connor Noffsinger, Blake Beaver, Kadence Palm and Emer-
ick Culton.

WB Little League presents 2026 awards
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KIWANIS OF WEST 
BRANCH

The Kiwanis Club 
meets at noon on the 
second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each 
month at the G's Piz-
zeria, West Branch.  
Anyone interested 
in learning about 
our organization is 
welcome to attend.  
If you would like 
to be a guest speak-
er to show us what 
you do, text Denny 
at 315-725-1199.  
If you want to help 
the children of West 
Branch and around the world, 
we are here.

AKTION CLUB 
The Aktion Club continues 

to collect bottles and cans. You 
can text 315-725-1199 and 
make arrangements for pick up 
or drop off locations.

We sold water at Music in the 
Park on July 9.  On the 4th of 
July, we held a corn-hole tour-
nament in Rose City Park. On 
July 17 we will be having our 
annual garage sale, located at 
385 W. M-55 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Hope to see you there 
so look for the ads. Help us 
support organizations in West 
Branch.

Those with special needs in-
terested in joining our club, 
you have to be over 18 and 
completed school.  Our mem-
bers range in age from 20 to 
over 60.  Come on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 
noon at the First United Meth-
odist Church on the corner of 
Fairview and State roads, West 
Branch.

OGEMAW COUNTY 
FOOD PANTRY

We have around 12 people 
who come to help pack and dis-
tribute boxes of food to 50 to 

75 families each week.  I 
would like to thank them 
for their assistance. Do-

nations of food or 
money to help us 
with the influx of 
families is always 
welcome. We had 
over 220 families 
in June. You can 
add to your gro-
cery bill at Mei-
jer Store with a 
card found at the 
checkouts or cus-
tomer service. It 
is only $10 added 
to your bill to help 
someone in need. 

We will take donations every 
Wednesday of the month from 
8:30 to 11 a.m. We are located 
in the outreach building behind 
the Trinity Episcopal Church, 
100 E. Houghton Ave., PO Box 
543, West Branch. We thank 
all those that have donated. If 
bad weather, text ahead to 315-
725-1199 to see if we are open.  
We are open every Wednesday 
from 9-11 a.m. or until we run 
out of food. Families can come 
once a month.  We want to 
thank those individual donors 
for their generosity at this spe-
cial time. We also have several 
businesses to thank, Starbucks, 
General Dollar stores of West 
Branch and St. Helen, and last 
but not least, KFC. This insti-
tution is an equal opportunity 
provider.

FOOD TRUCK
The monthly food truck will 

be at the First United Methodist 
on the corner of Fairview and 
State roads on Aug. 14.  Line 
up starts at 9 a.m. This insti-
tution is an equal opportunity 
provider.  If you have a box, 
bring it with you. See you there.

Community

BY SALLY A. REA
HISTORIAN AND 

CURATOR
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DENNY SHUMWAY

On July 14, starting at 6:30 
p.m., Joel Sheltrown will headline 
the entertainment on the Ogemaw 
County Museum porch. Be sure to 
bring a lawn chair. If the weather 
is bad the event will be cancelled 
and not rescheduled.

On Thursday, June 25, we had a 
very busy day. Our donation box 
took in $61. We also sold one of 
the “Prescott History books. Peo-
ple keep telling me how clean our 
museum is.  Thanks to our clean-
ing lady, Jennifer Hueber.

I left all the glass cases still 
on display that I set up for West 
Branch High School, Rose City 
High School, and St. Joseph’s 
Catholic School. Be sure to come 
and see them, it would be worth 
the trip. I have Ron Goldy’s and 
Clifford Gildner’s saxophones on 
display.

Our Ogemaw County Museum 
is such an asset to our communi-
ty and all who come from out of 
town. I have been able to con-
nect people with different family 
histories. Right now, Vicki Seltz 
Barnes and I have been working 
with Udo Huff from Ogemaw 
Springs on its history. Udo has 
been a blessing with all of his re-
search on this area.  

I’ve also been working with 
Kevin White and his metal de-
tector and he is coming back this 
Thursday with more artifacts.

Barry Wilkinson has been 
working hard on getting a con-
tractor to repaint the areas of our 

building and we have found one 
and he is working on a bid for us.

I want to thank all of our greet-
ers who take the time to greet our 
visitors and make sure they sign 
our guest book.

It has been voted to close our 
Ogemaw County Museum on La-
bor Day of this year and not re-
open until Memorial Day 2027.  
However, I will be available for 
people to make appointments for 
tours, selling books, and dona-
tions.  My phone number is 989-
343-0177. For more information 
call me, Sally Rea.

‘Music on the Porch’ to feature Joel Sheltrown

BY APRIL HARKEY-MASON
On June 22, the Blight Adviso-

ry Committee worked on a proj-
ect. Volunteers 
were Whittemore 
Prescott volley-
ball coaches and 
players. They 
cleaned up a yard 
for a resident that 
was physically not 
able to do it them-
selves. The yard 
now looks nice 
and will be able 
to be maintained 
in the future. One 
more blighted yard is 
gone. This was awesome of these 
young girls and coaches to volun-
teer to do this for our community.

Also, the Blight Advisory 
Committee has did a project for 

another resident that had a 28-
foot boat dumped in the yard and 
no way of getting rid of it. Steve 

Yuchasz, our Mills 
Township Ordi-
nance officer, and 
volunteers Mike 
Sova, Tom Angel, 
and Charles Wil-
tse all gathered 
there and cut the 
boat up with saws 
and put it piece by 
piece in a 30-yard 
dumpster. The 
drivetrain from the 
boat will be sold 

to recoup some of the 
cost of the dumpster. The dump-
ster was not completely full, so 
they left it there for the neighbor-
hood to top it off with anything 
they needed to get rid of, resulting 
in a much cleaner neighborhood.

One by one our Mills Town-
ship/Skidway Lake people are 
helping to make our area better. 

At the last Mills Township 
monthly meeting on June 9, Steve 
Yuchasz reported he had 60 plus 
open cases. He is actively work-
ing on all of them with major time 
spent trying to contact the own-
ers. Many cases have been closed, 
and owners complied with the 
requests, and all was great. Oth-
ers just ignore getting anything 
done and then citations are issued. 
Steve Yuchasz has a list of grants 
the township can apply for to 
use on blighted properties. These 
grants would be used for large 
projects and would help greatly.

Mills Township offered a curb 
side trash pickup on June 20; it 
went very well. Residents who 
wanted to participate were asked 

News from the Skidway Lake area

BY GAIL HUGHEY
The West Branch-Rose City 

Area Schools has a proposal on 
the Aug. 4, 2026, 
ballot. This propos-
al, which will have 
no effect on a home-
owner’s primary res-
idence, is to restore 
the millage to the 
maximum allowed 
by the state of 18 
mills.

This millage is 
levied on properties 
not otherwise ex-
empt by law, such as 
businesses, second homes, vacant 
properties, and rentals.

The proposal will restore mill-
age lost as a result of the reduc-
tion required by the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963 and is con-
sidered a Headlee Override. The 

total amount levied can only re-
store the amount that has been re-
duced from the maximum amount 

of 18 mills. The 
school district is 
asking for approv-
al of five mills to 
address the current 
rollback and the 
rollbacks over the 
next eight years of 
the operational mill-
age.

In previous 
years, the rollback 
has been relatively 
small. In the 2025-

26 school year, the rollback re-
sulted in a loss of $397,106. In 
the coming school year, the loss 
will be just over $540,000. This 
affects our general funds, which 
are used for general operations 
of the school district, including 

classroom supplies, transporta-
tion, staffing, utilities, facility 
maintenance, and athletics.

The Michigan Headlee Amend-
ment requires local governments 
to “roll back” property tax millage 
rates if the total assessed value of 
existing property in a community 
grows faster than the rate of infla-
tion.

For more information about this 
proposal or about our school dis-
trict, contact us at 989-343-2001. 
Check our website at wbrc.k12.
mi.us, or the district Facebook 
page.

Join us at Ogemaw Heights 
High School for a tour on Mon-
day, July 20, at 7 p.m. or Tuesday, 
July 21, at 9 a.m. Let us show you 
how we have put your tax dollars 
to use, providing opportunities for 
our students to have a successful 
future.

GAIL HUGHEY
SUPERINTENDENT

WEST BRANCH-ROSE CITY 
SCHOOLS

Millage back on the August ballot
SKIDWAY LAKE continues on page 5 »
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Dallas Wendell Wiltse, born on Sept. 30, 
1937, in Detroit, Mich., to Roy and Vella 
(Rose) Wiltse. He passed away suddenly 
on July 4, 2026, in West 
Branch at the age of 88 
years.

His family moved from 
Detroit when he was very 
young. He graduated from 
West Branch High School 
in 1955. He then worked 
for over 30 years as a dairy 
farmer at Wiltse Dairy 
Farm. He committed his 
hard work and time to the 
farm and its success. He be-
came a respected and famil-
iar figure in the local farming community 
and was a proud member of the National 
Farmers Organization.

Dallas found great joy in Michigan’s 
great outdoors. He especially enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, and camping.

Among Dallas’s proudest accomplish-
ments was the family he raised - a source 
of pride and happiness throughout his life. 

Dallas is survived by his children: Dar-
ris Wiltse of Lupton, Lisa Diehl of Lupton, 

Eric (Leslie) Wiltse of Lupton, and Walter 
Wiltse of Alpena. He leaves behind seven 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchil-

dren. He is also fondly re-
membered by his brother 
Roy (Marlene) Wiltse of 
Rose City, his twin brother 
Dalton (Bonnie) Wiltse of 
Lupton and brother-in-law 
Bob (Carol) Grenkowitz of 
Romeo, Mich.

Dallas was preceded in 
death by his parents, Roy 
and Vella (Rose) Wiltse, his 
beloved wife Barbara Wil-
tse, in 2021, and his son-in-
law, Ron Diehl.

Those fortunate to have known Dallas 
will remember his commitment to his fam-
ily, work and his readiness to help others. 
His legacy will live on in the stories he 
told, the friendships he built, and the love 
he shared with his family.

Per his wishes, cremation has taken 
place.

Arrangements were handled by Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Home.  www.
steuernolmclaren.com

James Burton Zambeck, known to ev-
eryone as Jim, passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at Otsego Memo-
rial Hospital in Gaylord, Mich., at the age 
of 80.

Jim was born on March 
24, 1946, in Taylor, Mich., 
to Nicholas and Dorothy 
(McNiven) Zambeck. Al-
though he had made his 
home in Atlanta, Mich., 
for the past year, he spent 
more than 50 years in West 
Branch, where he built a 
life, raised his family, and 
became a familiar face 
throughout the community.

A proud graduate of Tay-
lor Center High School's Class of 1964, 
Jim attended Northern Michigan Universi-
ty for one year before answering the call to 
serve his country. In June 1966, he enlisted 
in the United States Navy Seabees, serving 
honorably during the Vietnam era. Follow-
ing his honorable discharge in 1968, he 
returned to Taylor for a short time before 
settling in West Branch in 1975.

After moving to West Branch, Jim be-
gan working as a mechanic at Ben Hodges 
Chevrolet, where his love of automobiles 
and talent for fixing them quickly became 
evident. His entrepreneurial spirit later led 
him to open his own used car dealership, 
Milds to Wilds. He eventually returned to 
retail automotive sales, building lasting 
friendships and earning the trust of his cus-
tomers during his years at Team Hodges 
and Hart GMC.

Jim never met a stranger. He had an in-
credible memory for names, families, and 
hometown connections, and he could strike 
up a conversation with just about anyone. 
His quick wit, infectious laugh, and gift 
for storytelling made him the life of many 
gatherings. Whether you knew him for de-
cades or had just met him, Jim had a way 
of making you feel like an old friend.

His passion for automobiles extended 
far beyond his career. Jim loved restoring 
and building cars, attending car shows, and 
spent many years as crew chief for Rose-
brugh Racing, where he combined his 
mechanical talent with his love of racing. 
He also treasured the outdoors, feeding 

animals in his backyard, hunting, boating, 
or simply enjoying Northern Michigan.

Above all else, Jim loved his family. He 
rarely missed an opportunity to cheer on 

his sons as they competed 
in youth and high school 
sports. He was their biggest 
supporter, whether standing 
on the sidelines, stands, or 
celebrating their accom-
plishments afterward. More 
than anything, he encour-
aged them to build lives of 
their own and pursue their 
dreams, wherever those 
roads would take them. 
In recent months, nothing 
brought him greater joy 

than becoming "Grandpa" to his cherished 
granddaughter, Iyla. The time he spent 
with his family was what he valued most.

Jim is survived by his beloved spouse, 
Teresa "Mary T" Schaiberger; his sons, 
Nicholas (Michelle) Zambeck and James 
W. (Ashlee) Zambeck, both of California; 
his cherished granddaughter, Iyla James 
Zambeck; his sisters, Carol Showler and 
Kay Roe; and many nieces, nephews, ex-
tended family members, and dear friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Nicholas and Dorothy Zambeck; his broth-
ers, Nicholas, Thomas, Joseph, and Mi-
chael; and his sister, Donna.

Jim will be remembered for his kind-
ness, humor, generosity, unwavering loy-
alty, and his remarkable ability to make 
everyone feel welcome. His legacy lives 
on in the stories he told, the friendships he 
built, and the love he shared with his fami-
ly and friends.

A memorial visitation honoring Jim will 
be held at Steuernol & McLaren Funeral 
Home in West Branch on Saturday, July 
11, 2026, beginning at 11 a.m. until a Cel-
ebration of Life, time of sharing, starting at 
1 p.m. with military honors.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Vietnam Veterans 
of America in Jim's honor at https://vva.
org/donate.

Arrangements were handled by Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Home in West 
Branch. www.steuernolmclaren.com

Faynis Mildred Price, passed away on 
Sunday, June 28, 2026, surrounded by her 
family at her home in Prescott, at the age 
of 95. She was born on Sept. 25, 1930, in 
Fargo, N.D., to her par-
ents, Maurice and Mildred 
(Evanson) Hagen.

Fay’s life was charac-
terized by her nurturing 
spirit, unwavering faith, 
and devotion to her family 
and friends. A member of 
Faith Lutheran Church in 
Prescott, Fay found deep 
fulfillment in her faith. She 
was an active participant 
within her church com-
munity, and her involvement extended to 
membership in the Red Hat Society, where 
her warm personality and sense of cama-
raderie were treasured by fellow members. 

In her leisure time, Fay found joy and 
inspiration in simple pleasures. She de-
lighted in baking for her loved ones and 
sharing recipes that became family trea-
sures. Her flower gardens were a testa-
ment to her patience and appreciation for 
beauty. She was devoted to Bible study, 
deepening her faith and wisdom while 
fostering meaningful relationships. Mo-
ments spent at Hardwood Lake, especial-
ly embracing the serenity of the outdoors 
and the fun of square dancing, filled her 
days with happiness. Above all, Fay cher-
ished precious time spent surrounded by 

her family, creating generations of warm 
memories.

She is survived by her loving children, 
David Price, Denise Batchelor, and Dun-

can Price. Fay leaves 
behind a vibrant legacy 
through her grandchil-
dren - Mary Batchelor, 
Brenda Batchelor, Am-
ber Price, Amy (Yancy) 
Arguilez, Andrea Rome-
ro, Angela Price, Domi-
nique Price, Dione Price, 
and Duncan Price Jr. She 
is also survived by many 
great-grandchildren and 
her sister, Gloria Ayotte.

Fay is preceded in death by her beloved 
husband of 63 years, Albert Price; her par-
ents; her son, Daniel Price; her grandsons, 
Allen and Jamie Price, and her brother, 
Kent Hagen.

Family and friends were invited to hon-
or Fay’s life at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Prescott, where visitation was held on 
Thursday, July 2, with the funeral service 
following. Interment took place at Mills 
Township Cemetery in Prescott. Pastor 
Edward Meyer officiated.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made to Faith Lutheran 
Church in Prescott, Mich.

Arrangements were handled by Steuer-
nol & McLaren Funeral Home in West 
Branch, Mich. www.steuernolmclaren.com

Community

Obituaries
Faynis Mildred Price

Sept. 25, 1930 – June 28, 2026

Dallas Wendell Wiltse
Sept. 30, 1937 – July 4, 2026

James Burton Zambeck
March 24, 1946 – June 30, 2026

to call to register for the pickup. Regis-
tering was important to cut the cost of the 
garbage truck having to travel every road 
for this extra service. About 70 residents 
participated in the spring cleanup. Mills 
Township also was approved for the tire 
recycle grant and will be doing that again 
this year. The dates will be Aug. 21 and 22. 

The Mills Township/ Skidway Lake 
Beautification Committee has done a great 
job. The area is beautiful with flowerbeds 
and flowerpots all through town and at the 
cemetery. There was a lot of hard work in 
planting and watering them all. Chairper-
son Wendy Chesnut, Co-Chair Sue Boom, 
Treasurer Jackie Allen and Secretary 

Ashley Mannino are on the board of the 
committee

 At the meetings several volunteers meet 
to make plans for new projects and main-
tenance of existing projects. They are 
planning a fun time for kids called Chalk, 
Talk & Tailgate. It will be at the Skidway 
Lake Beach Park on Aug. 15. The kids will 
use washable chalk to do their artwork on 
the marked off squares of the sidewalk 
and basketball court. Plans are still being 
worked on, and it should be a great time. If 
you would like to help, the next meetings 
for this will be July 15, 29, and Aug. 12 at 
7 p.m. at the new Mills Township Hall. 

« Continued from page 4

Skidway Lake
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RICHARD STEPHENS
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WEST BRANCH COLLISION, INC.
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SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 44 YEARS.

Gary Miller - President
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                & Equipment, Inc.
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Metal & Wood Buildings
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989-362-6932 

www.rosecityrv.com

• 5th Wheels
• Travel Trailers
• Truck Campers

•  RV Products 
and Accessories

• Pop Ups

• Toy Haulers
• Parts and Service
• Rose City RV Apparel

Two Great Locations

Large
selection of

merchandise

West Branch

989-345-2571
1-800-341-Hart (4278)

www.hartgmc.com
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COUNTRYSIDE 
APPLIANCE

Domestic Refrigeration & Appliance Repair

354 W. Finerty Rd., West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-5602

RICHARD STEPHENS
Owner

WEST BRANCH COLLISION, INC.
SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS.

Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 
With Precision Collision Repair

Call Gary at 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

We accept all insurance! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 44 YEARS.

Gary Miller - President
gary.miller@millerconstequip.com

(989)345-2499
276 W. M55 • West Branch, MI 48661

Miller
    Construction
                & Equipment, Inc.

Commercial & Agricultural
Metal & Wood Buildings

Licensed and Insured

MILLER FEED 
INC.

3443 M-55,  
Prescott, MI 48756

989-345-1753
Travis and Lori
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Travis
and Lori

38 Meter • 5 Section Z-Boom

Justin Benjamin, Scheduler Jake Wangler, Operator
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One Stop Shop
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(989) 345-2965

HAVE A GREAT TIME AT THE 
OGEMAW COUNTY FAIR!
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2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
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« Continued from page 1

Red, White & Blue

Independence Day parade in West Branch with Veteran of 
the Year Don Card.

Resident of West Branch flies her flag durring the parade.

Independence Day parade in Skidway Lake. Photos by Laura Bender

Kevin Wellisley is the willing chauffer for three generations of his wife’s family: 
Grandmother Deanna Gullifor, mother Wendy Stellwag, and daughter Diamon 
Stellwag Wellisley in the Skidway Lake parade.

Raelynn Conover, age 3, and her brother Luke, age 2, hoping 
for some candy. wait for the Rose City parade to begin. 

Pictured right, John and Kristine Detroyer show their patri-
otic spirit in the Skidway Lake parade.

Horses on parade in downtown Rose City. Historical figure celebrates 250 years in West Branch.
Photo by Emily Reed
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HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

38 Meter • 5 Section Z-Boom
Justin Benjamin, Scheduler

989.387.2134
Jake Wangler, Operator

989.312.3177
PO Box 679 • West Branch, MI 48661
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Road to Recovery Starts Here...

TOUR TODAY!
• 24 Hour Nursing Care
• Physical, Occupational,
  Speech Therapy
• Long Term Care

• Transportation to and from
  Appointments
• Laundry Service
• Complimentary Television/WIFI

• Daily Activities

Please Contact
Cyndi Egan

for information
989-390-1761

cegan@villahc.com

QUALITY HOMES
& MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths & More
www.AQHMS.com

30+ Years
Experience

Electrician/Builder

Rick Smith
989-836-3575

Rick@AQHMS.com

Call Today!
989-728-5955

130 East Ainsley
Hale, MI 48739

We offer a variety
of services to make
your home more
comfortable.
Financing Options Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
Service!

Services We Provide
• Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling
• HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps
• Boilers New Install and Replacement
• HVAC Preventative Maintenance
• Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service
• Plumbing Services and Install
 • Preferred Maintenance Agreements
• Eectrical Services Commercial/Residentialwww.colvinsheating.com

JMC DUMPSTERS
5 - 10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023
JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

“Our 66th Year in Business - 2nd Generation”

Free Estimates

Insurance Work
Welcome

Auto, Home,
Commercial

Mobile Service

Stone Chip
Repair

Screens

1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch
(989) 345-0616

meierglass@charter.net

Since 1957Meier Glass Service
Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane   West Branch

Landscape ContractorLandscape Contractor
• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems• Brick Pavers    • Retaining Walls    • Walkways    • Sprinkler Systems

• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes• New Lawn Prep    • Hydro Seed/Sod    • Topsoil-Grading    • Trees & Bushes

lehnerscollision@yahoo.com Tim Lehner
Owner

2789 S. M-76 989-345-0577
West Branch Fax: 989-345-0767

Limited Lifetime
Warranty State Certified • FREE ESTIMATES

CHIEF
EZ-LINER

EVERGREEN 
CONTRACTING 

WEST SIDE STORAGE
State-of-the-art facility.  

24-hour access to your belongings.

Storage units from:
 10 ft. x 10 ft to 10 ft. x 40 ft units

100 sq. ft. -1,052 sq. ft.

westsidestoragewb@gmail.com

Heated Garage units available 
1955 Ski Park Rd. • West Branch

989-345-0326

2354 S. M-76
West Branch, MI 48661

P: 989-343-9950
email: 

atcaccessories@yahoo.com

www.ATCACCESSORIES.COM
Owner:
Jennifer Wiedyk

Shop Online 25/7

Open: Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Owner: 
Tony Wiedyk

ADD YOUR 

BUSINESS 

CARD HERe
Call Kathy - 989-450-6163
or Shannon - 989-915-7609

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

38 Meter • 5 Section Z-Boom
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PO Box 679 • West Branch, MI 48661

W
E

 M
A

K
E

 P
E

O
P

LE
 B

E
TT

E
R

.
Road to Recovery Starts Here...

TOUR TODAY!
• 24 Hour Nursing Care
• Physical, Occupational,
  Speech Therapy
• Long Term Care

• Transportation to and from
  Appointments
• Laundry Service
• Complimentary Television/WIFI

• Daily Activities

Please Contact
Cyndi Egan

for information
989-390-1761

cegan@villahc.com

QUALITY HOMES
& MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths & More
www.AQHMS.com

30+ Years
Experience

Electrician/Builder

Rick Smith
989-836-3575

Rick@AQHMS.com

Call Today!
989-728-5955

130 East Ainsley
Hale, MI 48739

We offer a variety
of services to make
your home more
comfortable.
Financing Options Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
Service!

Services We Provide
• Mitsubishi Ductless Heating/Cooling
• HVAC Furnaces/Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps
• Boilers New Install and Replacement
• HVAC Preventative Maintenance
• Generac WHOLE HOME Generator Install/Service
• Plumbing Services and Install
 • Preferred Maintenance Agreements
• Eectrical Services Commercial/Residentialwww.colvinsheating.com

JMC DUMPSTERS
5 - 10 - 20 - 30 yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco,
Oscoda and Arenac Counties

989-343-5023
JACKMORRISCONSTRUCTION@YAHOO.COM

Windows Fogged, Cracked or Steamed Up?
Give Us a Call, We Can Fix That!

“Our 66th Year in Business - 2nd Generation”

Free Estimates

Insurance Work
Welcome

Auto, Home,
Commercial

Mobile Service

Stone Chip
Repair

Screens

1660 Norwyn Drive, West Branch
(989) 345-0616

meierglass@charter.net

Since 1957Meier Glass Service
Call Toby (989) 709-6615
481 Lucas Lane   West Branch
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WEST SIDE STORAGE
State-of-the-art facility.  

24-hour access to your belongings.

Storage units from:
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Heated Garage units available 
1955 Ski Park Rd. • West Branch

989-345-0326

As part of the Indepen-
dence Day festivities in 
Skidway Lake on Friday, 
July 3, the Cardinal Op-
timist Club of Skidway 
Lake once again hosted 
its annual  "Fun in the 
Sun"  celebration, bring-
ing smiles to children from 
across the community. 
The family-friendly event 
featured games, a bicy-
cle raffle and a variety of 
activities throughout the 
day. Thanks to the dedi-
cation of club volunteers 
and generous community 
supporters, the annual 
tradition provided an af-
ternoon filled with fun, 
laughter and lasting mem-
ories for all the kids who 
attended.

Cardinal Optimist Club of Skidway Lake hosts ‘Fun in the Sun’

Courtesy photos
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Klemmer’s Klemmer’s 
ProcessingProcessing

Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
989-345-2869989-345-2869

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch

West Branch Collision, Inc.
Your #1 Unibody Frame Specialist 

with precision collision repair
• Custom Painting 
• Auto Collision Repair

CALL GARY 989-345-7230
www.westbranchcollision.com

ACE ELECTRIC
PLUMBING & HEATING

   3222 W. Houghton Ave.
  West Branch, MI  48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

STUMP GRINDING - EXCAVATING
HYDROSEEDING - MATERIAL 

HAULING
& MORE

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com

lucas@redswb.com

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Your New & Quality Used
Firearms Headquarters!

Cash
 for 
Guns!

 www.cliffesmondsports.com

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Rose City

Give us a Call:

(989) 280-2469

Open by Appointment Only for a More Personal
Buying or Selling Experience! 

New and Used Firearms, Suppressors,
and Accessories

Cliff Esmond
Sports

Cliff Esmond
Sports

* CASH FOR GUNS * * CASH FOR GUNS * 

www.Cli�EsmondSports.com 

Klemmer’s Klemmer’s 
ProcessingProcessing

Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
989-345-2869989-345-2869

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch
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• Custom Painting 
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PLUMBING & HEATING

   3222 W. Houghton Ave.
  West Branch, MI  48661

(989) 345-2965
ONE STOP SHOP

STUMP GRINDING - EXCAVATING
HYDROSEEDING - MATERIAL 

HAULING
& MORE

(989) 343-5483
redswb.com

lucas@redswb.com

HERE’S MY BUSINESS CARD!

989-343-5022

302 W. Houghton Ave., Downtown West Branch

Support
Good
Tattoos

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Your New & Quality Used
Firearms Headquarters!

Cash
 for 
Guns!

 www.cliffesmondsports.com

Cliff EsmondCliff Esmond
SportsSports

3546 Beechwood Rd.
Rose City

Give us a Call:

(989) 280-2469

Open by Appointment Only for a More Personal
Buying or Selling Experience! 

New and Used Firearms, Suppressors,
and Accessories

Cliff Esmond
Sports

Cliff Esmond
Sports

* CASH FOR GUNS * * CASH FOR GUNS * 

www.Cli�EsmondSports.com 

Cliff EsmondCliff Esmond
SportsSports

Courtesy photo
Members of the Aktion Club of West Branch recently gathered at “Music in the Park” to sell water. Sponsored by Kiwanis Club of West Branch, the club 
continues to make a positive impact through service work, fundraising efforts and participation in community events across Ogemaw County. The group, 
consisting of special need adults, is always looking for new members. For those interested or more information, their meeting is scheduled on the second 
Wednesday of each month at the First United Methodist Church, located on the corner of State and Fairview roads, West Branch.

Aktion Club continues to raise money for the community
delicious meals and baked goods, 
a daily tractor parade and a flea 
market will round out the event.

Bring your family and explore 
our local heritage together. Pio-
neer Power Field, 302 M-55, is 
located about six miles east of 
downtown West Branch, behind 
Midwest Supply.

Gates will be open Thursday 
through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and will open Sunday for the 
9 a.m. church service. Admission 
is $5 for adults and free for kids, 
12 and under. For more informa-
tion visit them on facebook.

« Continued from page 1

Pioneer

Visit Our 
Website At:
superior-news.com

Superior News
Ogemaw County
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ROB
and

BIG’S
MOVING

COMPANY

Rob and Big’s Moving Company
‘Big or Small, We’ll Move it All.’

Licensed and Insured
Based out of West Branch, Michigan

robandbigsmoving.com
Like us on Facebook!

Rob DeGentenaar
989-387-6713

JMC
DUMPSTERS

989-343-5023

5 - 10 - 20 - 30
yard dumpsters

Serving Roscommon, Ogemaw,
Iosco, Oscoda and Arenac Counties 

Call Jack Morris

Real Estate

Moving Services

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE GUIDE

Run a 1x1” Ad for only $15 a month • 1 x 2” for only $30 a month
• 1 x 3” for only $45 a month

Dumpster Rental

Ogemaw County

SuperiorSuperior  NewsNews

The Ogemaw County Superior News is seeking an 
experienced freelance graphic designer to join our dy-
namic team. Remote position. 

For more information, including a detailed job de-
scription and required skills, please submit your resume 
and cover letter to: Publisher Deanna Surbrook at 
deanna@superior-news.com.

Graphic Designer 
IS SEEKING A

Ogemaw County

SupeSuperiorrior  NewsNews

$5 and it runs for a maximum of 3 months!
The Ogemaw County Su-

perior News offers $5 private 
party, 20 word classified ads 
and we will run the ad for a 
maximum of 3 months.

For help wanted, homes 
for sale/rent, commercial 
property for sale/rent or any 
other business type ad, we 
charge $5 for 20 words for a 
one time run.

If you want to add a photo 
to the ad, it is an additional, 
one time charge of $5.

You can submit your ad 
via email at kathy@superi-

or-news.com or U.S. mail at: 
P.O. Box 603, West  Branch, 
MI 48661. If you have ques-
tions call (989) 450-6163.

CLASSIFIEDS

Check 
us 

out 
on

Facebook! 
@Superior 

News

Help Wanted
Help wanted, Active 86 
year old female looking for 
friendly Homecare assistant 
2 to 3 days a week for about 
4 hours 11-3 p.m. Near Mel-
ita and Maple Ridge Roads. 
989-836-2657

989-345-0956
6

Got a story idea??
We'd love to hear form you.

Contact Deanna at:
 989-482-7695 or  deanna@superior-news.com
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MUSICMUSIC          PARKPARK
MUSIC     PARK

- PLATINUM SPONSORS -
 

Burt Watson GMC
Griffin Beverage

Meijer
MyMichign Health

Ogemaw County Herald
Ogemaw County Superior News

Taylor Entrance Systems
West Branch Visitors Bureau

- GOLD SPONSORS -
 

Black Bird Ice Cream
City of West Branch

DTE Foundation
Emerald Fire Farms

Kiwanis Club of West Branch
Walker Agency of Michigan, Inc

West Branch Dairy Queen
West Branch Retail Merchants Assoc

IRONS PARK     I     7PM - 9PM     I     THURSDAY EVENINGS

IN
THE

- JUNE 25 -- JUNE 25 -

THE INSIDERSTHE INSIDERS

- JULY 02 -- JULY 02 -

ZANGZANG

- JULY 09 -- JULY 09 -

FAMILY TRADITION BANDFAMILY TRADITION BAND

- JULY 16 -- JULY 16 -

STONE STREET REVIVALSTONE STREET REVIVAL

- JULY 23 -- JULY 23 -

SLICK JIMMY BANDSLICK JIMMY BAND

- JULY 30 -- JULY 30 -

23 NORTH BAND23 NORTH BAND

- JUNE 25 -
THE INSIDERS

- JULY 02 -
ZANG

- JULY 09 -
FAMILY TRADITION BAND

- JULY 16 -
STONE STREET REVIVAL

- JULY 23 -
SLICK JIMMY BAND

- JULY 30 -
23 NORTH BAND

CONCERTS CANCELLED 
IF EXTREME WEATHER

- NO RAIN VENUE -

FOOD, ICE CREAM,
WATER SALES 

SCHEDULED AT ALL EVENTS

(QUESTIONS? Call 989.345.4778)

Find us on Facebook @ 
West Branch Music in the Park 

2020 and Beyond

WEST BRANCH 2026
WEST BRANCH 2026

Premier Tom Petty Tribute

Unique Mix of Rock, Pop & Country

Music from the 80's and Beyond

Large Motown-Inspired Band w/Horns

High Energy Country & Rock

- CONCERTS ARE FREE -
DONATIONS WELCOME

70's Hits with a Big Brass Sound

Photo by Laura Bender
Jenni Munroe (l-r), Kathy Shelley and Gina Hurd don their favorite colorful caftans and chunkiest jewelry for the Mrs. 
Roper Romp on Friday, June 26, in downtown West Branch, hosted by the Dirty Mitten. If you remember correctly, Mrs. 
Roper, along with her husband, Stanley, were popular characters in the 1980s hit comedy Three’s Company. The annual 
event includes a best-dressed contest, margaritas, photo ops and prize giveaways. Although three may be company, a 
sea of fun-loving Mrs. Ropers is a delight and brought many smiles to people’s faces.

Mrs. Roper’s Romp returns to WB
As cyber threats continue to 

evolve, small businesses have 
become the number one target 
for cybercriminals. To help local 
employers protect themselves, 
the Ogemaw County Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) 
is hosting a free Cyber Security 
Event on Monday, July 27, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Ogemaw 
County EDC/Michigan Works! 
offices, 2389 S. M-76, West 
Branch.

The presentation will feature 
Tarek Sasy, Dark Web Intelli-
gence Analyst with the Michigan 
Cyber Command Center, who 
will provide practical, real-world 
strategies to help businesses rec-
ognize vulnerabilities before they 
become costly incidents.

Many cyberattacks don't begin 
with highly sophisticated hacking 
techniques. Instead, they exploit 
everyday security gaps, making 
businesses of every size vulner-
able. This educational session 
is designed to provide attendees 
with practical knowledge they can 
put into action immediately.

Participants will learn:
How to better understand their 

organization's real level of cyber 
risk.

Practical prevention strategies 
and a cybersecurity checklist that 
can be implemented right away.

Simple tools and techniques to 

confidently train employees and 
strengthen an organization's first 
line of defense.

"Cybersecurity is no longer just 
an IT issue. It is a business issue," 
said Penny Payea, executive di-
rector of the Ogemaw County 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration. "Whether you have two 
employees or 200, protecting your 
business from cyber threats is es-
sential. We're excited to bring this 
important resource to our local 
business community."

The event is made possible 
through a sponsorship of Northern 
Initiatives, whose ongoing sup-
port helps provide businesses with 
valuable educational opportunities 
and access to financing and busi-
ness development resources.

This event is free to attend; 
however, registration is required. 
Participants may register using 
the QR code on the event flyer or 
by emailing  ppayea@michwork-
s4u.org.

Business owners, managers, 
nonprofit organizations, local 
governments, and anyone respon-
sible for protecting organizational 
data are encouraged to attend.

For additional information, con-
tact: Penny Payea, Executive Di-
rector, Ogemaw County Econom-
ic Development Corporation, 989-
345-1090, ppayea@michworks4u.
org.

Free cyber security event 
offered for businesses

Galen Ohnmacht, M.D., 
board-certified thoracic surgeon at 
MyMichigan Health, and his team 
have successfully completed the 
health system’s first robotic-as-
sisted lung biopsy using the new-
ly acquired ION Intuitive system. 
The advanced technology helps 
physicians diagnose lung cancer 
and other lung conditions with 
greater precision.

“The robotic-assisted biopsy 
system gives us the ability to ac-
cess areas of the lung that were 
once extremely challenging to 
reach,” said Dr. Ohnmacht. “This 
technology also increases our di-
agnostic accuracy and helps us 
detect lung cancer earlier, when 
treatment options are often most 
effective.”

The ION system strengthens 
MyMichigan Health’s compre-
hensive lung cancer program 
by working alongside low-dose 
CT (LDCT) lung cancer screen-
ing. While LDCT scans can find 
suspicious lung nodules before 
symptoms appear, the ION system 
helps physicians safely reach and 
biopsy many of those nodules, 
that can be smaller or even deeper 
in the lungs, allowing for earlier 
and more accurate diagnoses.

Using ultra-thin, shape-sens-
ing technology and 3D CT-based 

planning, the ION robotic-assist-
ed platform allows physicians to 
navigate deep into the lungs with 
greater stability and control. This 
makes it possible to reach small 
nodules in hard-to-access areas 
that were once difficult to biopsy.

“MyMichigan Health is invest-
ing in minimally invasive proce-
dures and advanced technology 
to provide the best possible care 
for our patients,” said Melwyn 
Sequeira, M.D., oncology ser-
vice line chief for MyMichigan 
Health. “We are the region’s des-
tination of choice for cancer care 
and are recognized for delivering 
high-quality care while keeping 
the patient experience at the cen-
ter of everything we do.” 

In addition to the ION system, 
as well as low-dose CT lung can-
cer screening, MyMichigan’s 
comprehensive lung care program 
also includes board-certified tho-
racic surgeons and pulmonol-
ogists, multidisciplinary tumor 
board review, personalized cancer 
treatment, a lung cancer coordina-
tor and a lung cancer nurse navi-
gator. 

Those interested in more infor-
mation on MyMichigan Heath’s 
comprehensive cancer program 
may visit  www.mymichigan.org/
cancer.

MyMichigan Health 
successfully performs first 
robotic‑assisted lung biopsy 

Got a story idea??
We'd love to hear form you.

Contact Deanna at:
 989-482-7695 or  deanna@superior-news.com
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Klemmer’s ProcessingKlemmer’s Processing

New In StoreDairy Products fromThe  Farmers Creamery

Your Home Town ButcherYour Home Town Butcher
& Full Service Meat Market& Full Service Meat Market

Hours: Hours: 
Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur-Sat 9-7Mon-Wed 9-6, Thur-Sat 9-7

2831 S. M-762831 S. M-76
West BranchWest Branch

989-345-2869989-345-2869

•Assorted Fresh Cut Meats  •Handmade Smoked Sausage •Assorted Fresh Cut Meats  •Handmade Smoked Sausage 
•Bacon & Beef Sticks •Brats (assorted flavors)•Bacon & Beef Sticks •Brats (assorted flavors)

FULL PROCESSING - INCLUDING DEERFULL PROCESSING - INCLUDING DEER

Tomahawk Steaks --------$16.99 lbTomahawk Steaks --------$16.99 lb
   NY Strip Steaks ---------$15.99 lb   NY Strip Steaks ---------$15.99 lb
Burger Burger (10 lbs or more) (10 lbs or more) --------$5.99 lb--------$5.99 lb
Bacon ---------------------$7.99 lbBacon ---------------------$7.99 lb

We Sell Beef We Sell Beef 
Whole, Half and QuarterWhole, Half and Quarter

STOP IN TODAY AND GRAB YOUR FAVORITESSTOP IN TODAY AND GRAB YOUR FAVORITES


